St Aidan’s Catholic Primary School Newsletter

Friday 18th September 2026

Head Teacher’s Message ‘Living and

This week, we welcomed our Reception children in for full days. We are growing in
incredibly proud of how they have settled into school life. Christ’ '

A reminder that everyone is welcome at our 50th celebration Mass next
Friday 25th September at 10am.

God Bless,

Mrs Hughes

Introducing Our New Head Boy and Head Girl!

This year, we are incredibly excited to introduce our new St. Aidan's Head Boy and Head Girl.
The journey to choosing our student leaders started with our wonderful Year 6 pupils, who were given
the opportunity to apply for this highly special role.

The staff faced a difficult decision just trying to narrow down the applications to a shortlist. Every single
candidate who stepped forward was an absolute credit and an asset to our school. On Thursday, the
shortlisted pupils delivered their presentations to all of our KS2 classes. They spoke with incredible
clarity, confidence, and passion, making the entire school community immensely proud.

Following the presentations, the KS2 children cast their votes. The final tallies were exceptionally close,
which is a true testament to how hard every single candidate worked and how deeply they inspired
their peers. We are so proud of each and every one of them for their dedication and outstanding public
speaking.

A huge congratulations to our newly elected student leaders: James C and Sienna H
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Well done to all the children who applied and spoke about their role as head boy and head girl -
they should be so proud of themselves. The teachers were blown away by the standard of talk.

School Council

We are excited to announce this years
school council ( Reception to follow).
Congratulations to all our school
councillors.

Year 1 - Jude and Seren
Year 2 - Jax and Aria
Year 3 - Emily and Joseph
Year 4 - Luca and Luna
Year 5- Rocco and Charlotte

Year 6- (Deputy Head Boy/Girl) Jake
and Olivia
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St. Aidan’s 50th Mass
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Dear Parents, past pupils and members of our communily,
You are warmly invited to join us in celebrating our special 50th
anniversary. ‘We are marking this wonderful milestone with an anniversary
Mass on TFriday, 25th September at 10 am at St. fidan’s Church. Thisisa
Jantaatic opportunity for our whole community to come together, reconnect,
and celebrale five decades of our history.

We look forward to welcoming you there.

Important dates for your diary...

25th September Whole School 50th Year Celebration

25th September 10am Whole School Mass

25th September 3.30pm - 7pm 50th Year Celebration at School

28th September Y3 Trip to Lullingstone

28th September Y2 Meet the teacher for parents to attend 3.30pm - 4pm
29th September Open Morning 9.30am

29th September Y3 Meet the teacher for parents to attend 3.30pm - 4pm
30th September 9.30am Y5 and Y6 Cross Country at Royal Russell

30th September Y6 Meet the teacher for parents to attend 3.30pm - 4pm
30th September Y4 Meet the teacher for parents to attend 4pm - 4.30pm
1st October Y5 Meet the teacher for parents to attend 3.30pm - 4pm
2nd October Y6 Visit from the nursing team: Height and Weight

2nd October Y1 Meet the teacher for parents to attend 3.30pm - 4pm
7th October Open Morning 9.30am

12th October PGL Week

21st October School closes at 3.30pm

22nd October INSET DAY

23rd October INSET DAY

26th - 30th October Half term




| was very proud of our St. Aidan's representatives at Mass on Sunday where the children presented their
Catholic Social Teaching learning to the parish.

The children met Archbishop John Wilson who congratulated St. Aidan's on our special 50th Year milestone.

Well done to our children that represented the school.
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St. Aidan’s University

Aim of St. Aidan’s University

We believe that it is important to extend our children beyond school work and to support
them to develop in many diverse aspects of life. Part of our role is to prepare our children

u
for their adult lives, teaching them to understand how to engage with culture and society, 1 LIVING Axp Growane (N CHRIST

providing them with plentiful opportunities to do so. St Aidan’s University enables us to
recognise the substantial amount of extra-curricular activities completed by our children, to develop a love of learning in
our children and to encourage children to experience a range of learning activities and

opportunities.

Learning Beyond School

On Fridays, our children are used to bringing in evidence of awards gained outside of school for a wide range of activities,
such as swimming, scouting, matheletics and martial arts. This will now be used as evidence towards their potential

graduation.

In addition, if the children:

. Visit places of educational value, such as museumes, art galleries or historical monuments
. Take part in charitable work or giving (raising money, donating toys etc)

. Helping in their community (organising a cake sale, litter pick or similar)

. Extra-curricular research or projects

Children can bring evidence of these extra-curricular activities to school or parents can email university@st-

aidans.croydon.sch.uk with any photos/evidence of trips that will count towards St. Aidan’s University. This email will be

monitored and credits tallied in school. (Please only use this email for St. Aidan’s University evidence).

Each visit or extra-curricular activity will account for 1 ‘hour of activity’ towards St. Aidan’s University. In order to
graduate from St. Aidan’s University, pupils will need to accumulate points of extra-curricular activities across a whole

school year. These points will be tallied and monitored by the school.

Who can graduate from St. Aidan’s University?

Any pupil from Reception to Year 6 can graduate and children can graduate multiple times throughout their school
career. They will receive a certificate and wear a graduation sash and cap. If your pupil does not graduate this year, they

can try again in following years.

Clubs, trips and extra-curricular activities in school such as Catholic Social Teaching charitable work will be automatically

counted towards extra hours towards graduating.
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Advice for Parents & Educators
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Meet Qur Expert
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Excellent

Learners

This Week’s Awards at St Aidan’s

Congratulations to these children who won awards this week.
These will also count towards their St Aidans University points,

working towards graduation at the end of the year!

St Mary: -

St Francis: Imani L

St Joseph: Matteo H

St Bernadette: Oliver W
St Theresa: Joseph G

St Peter: Joshua L

St Paul: Shannen P

St Mary: -

St Francis: Leonardo G
St Joseph: Elodie T

St Bernadette: Daniel L
St Theresa: Ezra B

St Peter: Sophia S

St Paul: Betsy H




