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Britain during the Second World War
Why this period is important

In this topic you will learn why Britain went to war and was threatened with invasion by Hitler’s Germany during the Second World War from 1939-45, just over 20 

years since the horrors of the First World War. But most of the time will be devoted to working out how the British people managed to cope with life on the Home 

Front for 6 years, much of that time with rationed food, restricted freedom and the threat of bombing, especially in large cities. You will learn how families were 

torn apart, with men fighting in all parts of the world, older men preparing to stop any invasion, women working on the land and in factories and children 

evacuated to the countryside. What kept people going was what came to be known as the 'Blitz spirit', which people sometimes refer to today when times are 

hard. One of the most important things you will learn about relates to the world of ‘fake news’ today. To keep up people’s spirits the government produced a lot 

of propaganda as well as censorship to put a positive spin on events. You will learn how to spot this - an important skill for life. In terms of the wider world war, you 

will learn much more about the fighting itself in KS3.
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Key vocabulary

KQ2
What was so 

special 
about life on 

board the 
Titanic? 

Key          

questions

KQ1
Why did Britain 
have to go to 
war in 1939?

KQ3 
How was Britain 

able to stand firm 
against the 
German threat?

KQ4
Which objects 

explain how Britain 

coped with the 

effect of war on 

the Home Front?

KQ6
What was VE 
day really like? 
Advising the film 
producer

Top takeaways

Allies Countries fighting on the same side

Anderson 

shelter

Outdoor steel cage shelters put up in gardens and 

covered with earth

ARP - Air Raid 

Patrol warden 

Responsible for making sure people wore gas masks, 

hid in shelters and put lights out at night

Battle of Britain

Famous victory in the air battle involving Spitfires 

which took place in the skies of Kent in the summer of 

1940 when Britain alone was fighting Germany 

Billeting 
Place of evacuated children in volunteer foster 

parents’ homes

Black market 
Illegal sale of scarce goods people couldn’t get 

through rationing.

Blitz 
Lighting attacks by German bombers on British ports 

and cities, London and Coventry were worst hit.

Censorship
The government control of news to make sure it 

didn’t help the enemy

Civilian Someone not in the armed forces 

Dunkirk

A place in France where British army was trapped 

and had to be rescued by all sorts of small boats 

coming from the UK

Evacuation
Large-scale sending of children from cities likely to be 

bombed to safe places in the countryside

Home Guard
1.5 million men between ages of 17 and 65 who 

guarded the coast and important army posts

KQ2 
Why was it 

necessary for 
children to be 
evacuated? 

KQ5
Why is it so 

difficult to be 

sure what life 

was really like 

on the Home 

Front?

1. Britain was at war with Germany and her 
allies for 6 years but managed to win the war, 
despite all the hardship people faced.

2. Britain was led through the darkest days of 
the war by Winston Churchill and was helped 
especially by the USA, Russia and troops from 
across the British Empire, to win the war.

3. Many British cities were badly bombed and 
people killed, especially during what was 
known as the Blitz which saw massive 
destruction in the main industrial cities and ports 
as well as London.

4. Many children had to be evacuated to the 
countryside and billeted on foster families to 

avoid being bombed or gassed in air raids.

5, Everyone had a part to play in the war effort 
including 1.5 million women who worked in 
factories, farming transport and defence doing 
jobs such as delivering planes.

6. People still talk about the 'Blitz spirit' of coping 
with hardship, but not everyone behaved 
wonderfully. Propaganda was widely used to lift 
people’s morale.

7. The government made use of propaganda 
to persuade the people that the war was going 
well.

Morale
The amount of confidence felt by a 

person or group of people.

Morrison 

shelter
Indoor shelters for those without gardens

Propaganda

The government made sure that posters 

and radio messages persuaded people 

that the war was going well.

Rationing

Because German ships stopped food  

coming into the country, there were 

shortages of food. People had to use a 

card which allowed them only a limited 

amount of certain items, including 

essential food.

As a historian I can….
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As a historian I can….

Previous Learning

In all year groups

• Chronological understanding, building of timelines and century progression, how British society evolved over time, 
leading to and following World War Two.

• Earlier conflicts and invasions and warfare. World War Two is  modern context for similar themes of conflict, 
leadership and resistance.

• Children compare and contrast continuity and change in society e.g. the role of women or evacuation.

• Children learn about significant individuals link to themes of leadership and influence.

• Children use sources and ask historical questions and consider different perspectives.

In Year 2

• Children learn London is a significant place in History. 

• Children learn how the Great Fire of London has changed the city and responded to crisis. 

• Children learn the destruction of the city, the causes, impact on people and buildings, recovery and rebuilding. 
How ordinary people were affected. 

• Children develop enquiry skills using different historical sources e.g. diary. 

• Children develop their sense of chronology comparing major events centuries apart. 


