Reading at St. Aidan’s







7t St. Aidan’s, we believe that reading is the master key to all learning and the
greatest gift we can give a child. Tt is the foundation upon which all other subjecls are
built, providing studenis with the critical thinking skills and vocabulary necessary lo
navigale an ever-changing world.

Beyond the academic benefits, we are dedicaled to nurturing a geruine love for bootis
that goes far beyond the classroom. By fueling our students’ natural curiosity and
encouraging them o explore diverse stories and big ideas, we empower them lo
become empathelic, independent thinkers. To us, every booti opened is an invitation to
a new world, and every page turned is a step toward a lifetime of discovery.

‘We aim to inspire and foster a love of reading amongat our pupils, Rleception and
Year 6 reading partners play a key role in unlocking a love for atorytelling and
aparkis enthusiasm in cur pupils.

‘We develop this love through exposing children to a range of high quality texts in our
&nglish and Reading lessona.




When owr children leave St. flidan3, we aim for every pupil to ...

Have a love for reading.

Be exposed to and enjoy reading a range of levls.

r Read with fluency and prosody
aﬂm
Be able to read and discuss an increasingly wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books or tevtbooko.
Matie comparisons within and acress booko.
Discuss and evaluate how authors use language, including figurative language, considering the impact on the reader.

Be able to write for a range of audiences and purposes wsing accurale grammatical features and a wide range of ambilious and effective vocabulary which draws on
what they have read as models.
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Building Fluent, Confident, and Tifelong Readers

7t our achool, we are proud to use Tittle Wandle Tetters and Sounds Revised. This
research-based approach is designed to give every child the best start by teaching them the
relationship between sounds and the written symbels that represent them with precision and
conaistency. By following a clear, aspirational progression from EYFS through Tey Stage 1,
{ittle Wandle ensures children move beyond simple decoding to become fluent, expressive
readers.

Our daily sessions use engaging resources and memorable maniras to reduce cognilive load,
allowing pupils to maaler the alphabelic code and tackle unfamiliar words with confidence.
To bridge the gap belween the classroom and home, children take home fully decodable bookis
apecifically matched to their current phonics level, ensuring they experience immediale success.
By providing a solid foundation in both skill and enjoyment, {itile Wandle empowers our
atudents o transition from “learning lo read” to “reading to learn,” unlocking a lifetime of
discovery.




Our children in EYFS and %81 have reading sessions in small groups:
Seassion I: Decoding - The Foundation of ieading
The first session is all about decoding -the ability to turn written letters into sounds and blend them to read

worda.

. decuracy: Children apply their phonic knowledge to a book carefully matched to their current
level, ensuring they can read at least 90-95% of the worda.

. Confidence: By successfully “sounding out” words they already know, children build the
resilience needed to tackle unfamiliar vocabulary without guessing.

. Focus: This dedicated time allows children to focus purely on the mechanics of reading, moving
Jrom "learning to read” toward "reading lo learn".

Session 2 & 3: Prosody and Comprehension - Bringing the Text to {ife
Once children are comfortable decoding the words, we move on to prosody (expression) and comprehension
(understanding).

. Prosody (Reading with Epression):  Tn this session, we teach children to use their “storyteller
voice”. By focusing on stress, intonation, and rhythm, children learn how the way we say words
adds meaning to the story.

. Comprehension (Deep Understanding):  Through "book talk” and targeted questioning, we
explore characters’ feelings and the meaning behind the text. This ensures that reading isn't just
about saying words out loud, but about truly understanding and connecting with the information
or story on the page.
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n ey Stage 2, our approach to reading transitions from “learning to read” to
“reading to learn.”

The reading curriculum is buill on three key pillars that transform the reading
experience for our pupils:

o  &iplicit Vocabulary Tnstruction:  We don’t leave word-learning to chance.
CUS?P provides a "golden thread” of saystematic vocabulary teaching, where
new words are explored in depth to help children access and enjoy

o {1 Rich Titerature Spine: Our students are inmersed in a diverse “literature
apine” of high-quality novels, poelry, and non-fiction. These texls act as both a
mirror , allowing children to see themselves, and a window inlo different
cultures and perspectives.

o  Tocused Rluency and "Thinking Hard":  sessions focus on prosody and
deep comprehension. By using a structured "1 do, we do, you do” model,
teachers quide students to move beyond simple relrieval o master
higher-level skiills like inference and prediction.
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Implementation - how do we plan and teach Reading?

Tn Years 3-6, children takie part in acaffolded lessons where they are taught explicit vocabulary instruction, deliberate fluency
instruction and explicit teaching of comprehenasion strategies. Tessons focus on the key reading skills: summarising, relrieval,
inferencing and predicting. Regularly trained teachers follow the ‘1 do, we do, you do’ teaching model based on Riosenshine’s teaching
principles in order to guide and support all children effectively. 1l leasons are focused on rich, diverse, good qualily core texts
combined with relevand fiction and non-fiction extracts. Throughout each two week block learning journey, children pull together and
makie links between the core texts, extracts and what they already know.

In EYFS, Year 1, Year 2 and %S2 (where appropriale) decoding, blending and comprehension skills are taughi through Titile Wandle
reading sessions. Through this curriculum, children are provided with malerials which are closely matched to their phonic knowledge.

‘Within reading lessons and I:1 reading, struggling readers are idenlified and interventions are put in place.

Children are read lo each day by their class teacher. This could be a boofs that the teacher recommends to the class, or a
recommendalion from the class.

High quality texis are provided in each classroom reading area as well as in the library.

The reading apine on the webaite allows for both parents and children lo be cuvare of the high quality texis that are covered in each year
group and provides suggestions for age appropriate books to read at home should they wish.







Impact - what does progress looks like?

it 8t. didan’s, our children will have developed conceptual fluency and comprehension skills which they can use and apply across a range of subjecls,
lessons and in the wider world as they continue their educational journey. Through exposure to the diverse literature spine, children become inclusive,
compassionale and aspiralional citizens in the wider community.

Tlearning walks show children having high quality discussions about vocabulary and texts while practicing fluency and prosody through a variety of
reading sirategies such as echo reading, paired reading and performance reading. Children feedback demonsirates their passion, engagement and love
Jor the reading bootia they are exposed to. Children can also articulate what they have read and how this can have an impact on their writing. flttainment
is measured by children’s resulls in their phonics screening test, teacher assessments and by our P1XT assessmenis.

Phonics and Reading work collaboratively as one subject. Please see more information on our phonics curriculum which is specific to our {ittle Wandle
programme.







