
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Geography @ St Aloysius 

At St Aloysius, we aim to deliver an exceptional geography education which inspires in pupils a curiosity and 

fascination about the world and its people that will remain with them for the rest of their lives. Through our teaching 

and learning experiences we hope to equip pupils with knowledge about diverse places, people, resources and 

natural and human environments, together with a deep understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human 
processes. This includes: 

• Locational knowledge of globally significant places; 

• Having opportunities to experience physical geography and human geography throughout the learning journey; 

• Providing opportunities to experience geography outside the classroom, where pupils will have the geographical 

skills. to be competent in: 

 

o fieldwork to observe, measure record and present the human and physical features in the local area; 

o using a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial 

photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS); 

o communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, numerical skills 

and writing at length. 

 

As pupils progress through St Aloysius, their growing knowledge about the world should help them to deepen their 

understanding of the interaction between physical and human processes, and of the formation and use of 

landscapes and environments. Geographical knowledge, understanding and skills provide the frameworks and 

approaches that explain how the Earth’s features at different scales are shaped, interconnected and change over 
time. 

Geography is an enquiry led subject that seeks answers to fundamental questions such as: 

• Where is this place? 

• What is it like? (And why?) 

• How and why is it changing? 

• How does this place compare with other places? 

• How and why are places connected? 

It is also imperative that our children don’t just answer questions but also ask and debate them: 

• What could/should the world be like in the future? 

• What can we do to influence change? 
 

At St Aloysius, we understand that geography enables children to make sense of their world. However, a geography 

education must encompass more than this. It must provide opportunities which have a transformational effect on a 

pupil’s perception of themselves and their relationship with learning. It must enable students to develop a 

connection and understanding of the world and their place within it.  

Intent 

“The study of geography is about more than just memorizing places on a map. It’s about 
understanding the complexity of our world, appreciating the diversity of cultures that exists 

across continents.” 
Barack Obama 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Implementation 

The key threshold concepts across the Geography curriculum are taught throughout the units to develop 

geographically knowledge and skills from EYFS to Y6 and beyond. The curriculum is designed for progression and 

built around the overarching threshold concepts with content structured as a narrative over time, ensuring 

essential knowledge is learned, applied and accessible for all pupils.  

The curriculum narrative is led by the four threshold concepts: 

Location and Place Knowledge  
This Threshold Concept is concerned with a location, however this is not just knowing where a place is in the world. 

It includes: 

 

Some examples of what ‘location and place knowledge’ might look like in books… 



 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

Geographical Techniques  

This Threshold Concept is about the use of geographical techniques such as fieldwork, but also the use of 

terminology and geographer traits. 

 

Some examples of what ‘geographical techniques’ might look like in books… 

Physical Features and Processes  

The third Threshold Concept looks at the natural landscapes, features and the processes which create them. 

This is done in two stages: 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

Some examples of what ‘physical features and processes’ might look like in books… 

Human Interaction with the Environment  

The fourth Threshold Concept looks at the relationship between human activity and places, identifying land use 

and recognising how the environment is managed.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Impact 

The impact of our Geography curriculum at St Aloysius is measured in a variety of ways: questioning during lesson 

time, the marking children’s written work, listening to child-led discussion, and listening to our pupil voice across 

the school. As they reach the end of Year 6, our children will: 

 

• Talk enthusiastically about geography. 

• Have a growing knowledge of the world and their place in it. 

• Use subject specific vocabulary effectively in both written and verbal work; 

• Understand their place in the world and are aware of contemporary issues such as deforestation and 

sustainability. 

• Aspire to discover more about the world, through reading, travel or the media. 

• Know that they can use their voice to express themselves and their opinions. 

• Know that they have an impact on our planet. 

  


