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Headteacher's Welcome 

 

Where did those 3 weeks go? Next Wednesday marks the halfway point of Autumn Term 1 and 

as we approach October Half Term, I couldn't be more impressed with how we have kick started 

the new academic year. We're really beginning to see the impact of our multiple new learning 

environments on the Main Site and at our new 6th Form on Whitaker Rd, Littleover. Whilst we 

now have 4 miles between the two sites, much work is taking place to connect and collaborate 

to ensure the new 6th form very much feels part of the St Andrew's family. I'm spending 50% on 

each site with Sue Turner, Assistant Head and Curriculum Manager, teaching at Whitaker Rd 1 

day a week. All operations, therapeutic input and admin are also shared, ensuring a solid 

connection and maintenance of the highest quality offer for all.  

  

My hope is that you, as part of our school community, feel well informed and connected 

through the many communications and social media platforms and that you have a direct route 

to contact and collaborate. As always, we're very keen to hear all feedback, good or otherwise, 



in order to continue our journey of constant improvement and our shared goal of offering every 

young person a world class offer.  

David Braybrooke - Headteacher 

In memory of Erin Alger  

As you will know from last week's newsletter, we are honouring the memory and legacy of Erin 

Alger, a pupil who sadly passed away in 2022. Erin would have turned 18 in November of this 

year and as we approach her birthday, St Andrew's will be taking the time to remember and also 

complete some new installations in school.  

This week, it's my honour to share Erin's organ donor story with you and the immeasurable 

impact and enormous sense of pride we all feel that Erin went on to save others.  

 

Erin's story was published on the Nottingham University Hospital Website, please see the link 

below and scroll to the bottom of the page.  

  

https://www.nuh.nhs.uk/news/125-people-are-on-the-transplant-waiting-list-could-you-

donate-and-save-a-life-10645/ 

  

As shared previously, Erin's mother Nikki, is writing a short series of children books to raise 

funds to purchase a caravan that will be open to be used for young people with additional 

needs. Should you wish to find out how you can contribute, please search Nikki Marriott on 

Facebook.  

https://www.nuh.nhs.uk/news/125-people-are-on-the-transplant-waiting-list-could-you-donate-and-save-a-life-10645/
https://www.nuh.nhs.uk/news/125-people-are-on-the-transplant-waiting-list-could-you-donate-and-save-a-life-10645/


Hubbub Theatre Company - Free Workshops! 

 



 



 



 

Flu Vaccination: 8th October 2025 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

  

If you would like your child to receive the flu vaccine in school this year, please follow this link 

to complete an online consent form. If you would like to decline, please complete a no consent 

form on the attached link. 

  

https://nhsImms.azurewebsites.net/session/660f3a52 

  

The vaccinations will take place at your child’s school on the 08/10/2025 

https://nhsimms.azurewebsites.net/session/660f3a52


KS3 

Hoy have been exploring the sensory garden as part of their Work Related Learning, engaging 

with the different sights, smells and textures the space has to offer. They have been learning 

how to safely use a range of forest school tools, such as spades, rakes and trowels, to begin 

work on developing the outdoor area. Through these activities, they are gaining practical 

experience in preparing and maintaining a shared environment, while also contributing to 

making the garden more accessible and enjoyable for everyone. 

 



 

 



The Glens 

 

This week in Fair Isle, our students have been learning about farming, and this has tied in with 

our science work- learning about the different parts which make up a plant. In the pictures, our 

students are enjoying sensory exploration of a farm, such as hay, soil, and grass. 



KS4 

 

In Shetland class we have been working towards the 50 things to do as part of our Outdoor 

Education sessions with Dan. This half term we are working towards exploring the woods, riding 

a bike, catching a falling leaf and building a den. We have been able to explore the bikes on the 

playground as well as a walk in the local area over the last two weeks. We have been having lots 

of fun developing our confidence in our outdoor skills.  



 

 



 

 



 



The Highlands 

 



 

 



 

Jura Class had a fantastic learning experience this week, combining both maths and functional 

life skills to make cookies for our pudding. The pupils worked together to gather the ingredients 

and, with support, measured out the correct quantities, practising their number skills. We 

followed the recipe step by step, taking turns to add ingredients and mix them together, 

encouraging turn-taking, communication, and teamwork. 

The mixture smelled wonderful as it was prepared! With support, pupils placed the cookies into 

the oven and set a timer, developing their awareness of sequencing and time. Everyone listened 

carefully for the timer before staff took the cookies out to cool. Finally, pupils sampled a small 

piece to taste their hard work, before storing the rest safely in a container, ready to enjoy for 

pudding the following day.  

 

In Taransay this week we have been looking at Yorkshire pudding day measuring ingredients to 

make our very own Yorkshire pudding pizzas. Each student made their own Yorkshire pudding 

pizza and they all really enjoyed it.  



 Therapy Input 



 



We’ve had a great start to the feeding group       Both students have coped really well with the 

new foods we’ve introduced.   

As well as exploring the foods through play, we also emphasize that’s its ok to say no, wash 

hands straight after touching something that makes them feel uncomfortable or even spit the 

food in the bin.  There’s no pressure at all when it comes to exploring/tasting or tolerating new 

foods.  Well done      

 



 

Makaton - Sign of the Week 

 

1 - This Weeks' sign is Coffee 

https://youtu.be/kMTa_4bah4M


 

2 - Our Curriculum signs are Maths and Number  

Maths 



 

3 - Number 

Broomfield Open Day 

 

School Uniform Orders 

We are excited to announce we have added an additional uniform provider for St Andrew's 

Academy - Uniform Direct. This is to allow a wider range of uniform and sizes available for our 

students.  



We are still using MyClothing so parents can now purchase uniform either from MyClothing or 

from Uniform Direct. Please note, Uniform Direct will take about 3 weeks to receive our stock 

into their shop and online shop so please check back on their website around the end of July 

for purchasing. 

You can find out more information regarding our uniform by clicking here. 

 

https://myclothing.com/collections/st-andrews-academy-student-uniform-29215/
https://uniform-direct.com/acatalog/Special_Schools.html
https://www.standrewsacademy.co.uk/families/uniform-information


 



 



 



Newsletter & Social Media Feedback – Help Us Improve! 

 

We would love your feedback on our school newsletter and social media. This quick survey asks 

how you stay updated, what content you enjoy most, and how we can make our communication 

more useful for you. Your input will help us share news, celebrate students, and keep you better 

connected! 

Parent / Carer feedback survey questions (Newsletter and social media) 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=48aZkktFFECRk1vXiMa8-uT2qcYmXH5LhILjTVyhsiZUNUtXNTBNMEhOME9VUzBHSEY3RFlHUlRQRC4u


Family Hub QR Code and Family Fun Sessions 

 



School Term and Holiday Dates 

 

Contact Us 

St Andrew's Academy 

St Andrew's View 

Breadsall Hilltop 

Derby 

DE21 4EW 

Tel: (01332) 832746 

Email: standrews.admin@sas.set.org 

mailto:standrews.admin@sas.set.org
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