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Headteacher's Welcome 

It's always a landmark in our calendar when we welcome our prospective new students to St 

Andrew's. Today we hosted pupils who will be starting with us in September from their current 

Primary Schools. Our main feeder school is St Giles but this year we have our highest intake 

from Mainstream schools too. The idea of today's interaction was a shared playtime with our 

current KS3 classes. I can say, bursting with pride once more, that our current cohort did an 

expectational job in hosting their upcoming new friends and making them feel welcome. We 

had games, tuck shop and adult led activities in the sunshine to slowly welcome the new pupils 

into a new environment. I don't underestimate how daunting it is for any young person to move 

from Primary to Secondary School, and our aim today was to connect and enjoy time together. 

A huge thank you to the pupils who played football, showed the new pupils around and made 

them feel at ease. We have such a positive and friendly cohort, events like these really shine a 

light on our young people's maturity and independence. 

David Braybrooke - Headteacher 



FE Campus Info Evening for new starters 

 

KS3 

This week in Orkney class we have been looking at reusing our recycled materials. Within one 

afternoon, during art we decorated our recycled bottles so that we could re purpose them into 

musical shaker instruments that we could then use for our next music lesson. It has been great 

to get everybody involved and putting information about reusing and recycling that we have 

learnt this half term into practice! We enjoyed using our hand made musical instrument shakers 

in our music lesson, practising using them fast and slow as well as loud and quiet! 

The Glens 

This half term, Mull Class has been making the most of the lovely sunshine and enjoying our 

outdoor learning space. We have loved using the sensory equipment and have focused on 

developing our interactions and play with peers while outdoors. 



We also took part in a garden recycling project, where we painted tin cans and transformed 

them into bird feeders by filling them with bird seed. The children were very proud of their 

creations and enjoyed helping wildlife in our outdoor area. 

Throughout the term, we have been working hard on developing our fine motor and writing 

skills. Activities included threading pasta to make necklaces, using pegs to match colours, and 

creating marks on paper with cardboard stencils while practising pencil grip and line tracing. 

We have also been learning about using cards to pay for items. We set up a shop in the 

classroom, and each student made their own credit card. Every week, the children identify their 

own card, visit the shop, choose an item they would like, and άbeepέ their card on the machine 

to pay. We really enjoy this activity, and some of the students have even started making the 

άbeepέ noise themselves τ which we absolutely love! 

We also explored different foods, tasting a variety of flavours and discussing what we liked and 

didnΩt like. 

Mull Class has had a fantastic and fun-filled half term!!! 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

KS4 Canna Class  

This term we have been learning about changes in Science. We have conducted a number of 

experiments in class where we have explored solids, liquids and gases. This week we added 

liquid to a bottle ( white vinegar). We then got a balloon and put bicarbonate of soda in it. The 

students observed what changes occurred when they attached the balloon to the bottle and let 

the bicarbonate of soda fall into the bottle. This created a gas which inflated the balloon. They 

were very surprised that the balloon started to grow and observed what happened as we shook 

the bottle to increase the reaction. they weren't quite sure if it was safe as the liquid bubbled 

and grew in the bottle. But had lots of fun finding out! 



 

 



 

 



 

 



The Highlands 

For Mental Health Awareness Week, Jura class enjoyed a short Attention Autism session on 

emotions and feelings. Students were shown sensory examples and symbols of happy, sad and 

angry; happy being represented through bubbles, sadness through short bursts of water spray 

and angry through bashing a metal tin. This was followed by a small Ψcolour explosionΩ using 

vinegar and bicarbonate of soda as well as the relevant food colouring. Students thoroughly 

enjoyed the bottle fizz, and loved seeing the bright colours! They did some great looking and 

listening, with lots of laughs included too. A great session with Team Jura! 

 



 

 



 

 

FE Campus 

This week, a group of students attended the monthly Young Star Voices meeting held at Friar 

Gate studios, joining SEND peers from across the city to help contribute to improving services 

for young people with SEND in Derby. This week some of the attendees were interviewed and 

we were very proud to see how confident they were to express themselves in front of the 

camera. 

Last night, we held one of our regular FE social evenings and were delighted to welcome ASPIRE 

Wrestling Alliance in to provide a highly entertaining show! We had over 60 spectators who 

enjoyed 4 different matches and some food. The wrestling was fantastic and we would like to 

say a huge thank you to the ASPIRE team for being so enthusiastic and welcoming to all the 

students and their families. We will definitely look to host another wrestling event in the future 

so watch this space! 



 

 


