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Headteacher's Welcome 

There's always a pause for reflection after 190 school days in the academic year, but this year 

holds both a poignant significance for me personally and six of my treasured colleagues. After 9 

years and two terms, it is time for me to pass on the Headship to Suzanne Walters from 

September 2026. The only reason I'm moving on is to be closer to my family within my new role. 

It has been an honour to serve the community for nearly a decade in the role of Deputy, Head 

of school and Head Teacher. I have had the pleasure to serve alongside the most stunning 

professionals who I was fortunate enough to call colleagues, selflessly and tirelessly working 

towards our shared goal of excellence for all. I leave the school knowing that those welcoming 

you back in September are some of the finest SEND professionals in our sector.  

  

The real spotlight, and from where I draw the most strength and pride, belongs to each and 

every pupil who has moved through St Andrew's during my time here. I have treasured 

memories for life and have witnessed some of the most stunning achievements that no one 

ever thought possible. It's an overstated response when people find out you work with young 

people with additional needs "Isn't that rewarding," however, I'll never get tired of hearing that 

because it really is the most rewarding and life affirming profession that anyone can have the 

privilege to engage with.  

  

Out of admiration and respect, I want to share the moment with those members of staff who 

are moving on.  

  

Fiona Skinner- Starting St Andrew's in September 1983, Fiona is our longest serving member of 

staff. For over 4 decades, Fiona has flawlessly served our school community in the role of 

Teaching Assistant and High-Level Teaching Assistant. Her experience, knowledge and skill set is 

irreplaceable and as Fiona moves into retirement, it's impossible to underestimate the positive 

impact that she has had on hundreds, if not thousands of young people. We've been conscious 

of Fiona's impending retirement and have strategically teamed her up with early career teachers 

for the last 5 years in order to leverage her outstanding ability to provide the very best for all 

she works with. A huge thank you for devoting your life to our community, you're a very special 

lady and you will be truly missed.  

  



Jess Page - Starting at St Andrew's Academy in September 2014, Jess has tirelessly championed 

some of our most dependent young people for 12 years in the role of Teaching Assistant. Jess's 

sincere approach to enabling the young people to be the best they can be is a genuine joy to 

witness and she will be missed by staff and pupils alike. We wish her well as she faces a new 

chapter running a family guest house in Blackpool.  

  

Charlotte Matchett - Starting at St Andrew's Academy in September 2020, Charlotte moved 

over from another Trust school called Saxon Hill with a depth of knowledge and skills to enrich 

our delivery in the role of Teaching Assistant. I'm pleased to share that those skills are not 

leaving the Trust or Derby with Charlotte taking up a position at Ivy House School who are also a 

SET school. Charlotte goes with our sincere appreciation.  

  

Elizabeth Pacey - Starting at St Andrew's Academy in September 2021 for her first year in 

Teaching, Lizzie has grown into an exceptional SEND practitioner, adding huge value to the 

learning journeys of all of those who were fortunate to be taught by her. Again, it's my pleasure 

to share that those skills are not leaving the Trust or Derby as Lizzie has secured a teaching 

position at St Martins School. Lizzie goes with our sincere best wishes.  

  

Harriet Blacker - Starting at St Andrew's Academy in September 2023 in the role of Teaching 

Assistant, Harriet quickly progressed through her career, delivering learning to our young people 

as an Unqualified Teacher this year. Harriet is considering her career options and next steps, but 

should she remain in SEND education then the profession will be all the better. We wish her well 

in her next chapter.  

  

Iylla Howes - Starting at St Andrew's Academy in June 2025 in the role of Teaching Assistant, 

Iylla quickly built-up great relationships with all staff and pupils and served the needs of our 

school with skill and care. A powerful advocate of the needs of the young people, Iylla goes with 

our sincere thanks and best wishes. 

  

To you, the reader of this newsletter, I thank you for your collaboration and support as we 

navigate a challenging national landscape of SEND reform, financial change and evolving criteria 

to demonstrate excellence. I've always been steadfast in my mission to champion and deliver for 

the needs of the young people on the back of your feedback, advocacy and kindness.  



  

I wish you all continued success and brilliance in September and beyond.  

Please Download! New Parent App (Arbor) - For Sep 2026 

 

Summer Savings by the Department of Education 

https://summersavings.gov.uk 

Preparing for the Summer Holidays 

 Preparing for the Summer Holidays 

The summer holidays are fast approaching, and while this can be an exciting time for many 

families, we understand that it can also bring challenges for some children, particularly those 

with Special Educational Needs (SEN). 

https://news.service.education.gov.uk/9D49BD1A826F6A14FA56AF38D466C3737662B153E6B3B6C0C3F479665F818175/BA2903716B59B86526B9984620768A64/LE35


Many children with SEN thrive on routine, structure, and predictability. School provides a 

familiar environment and daily schedule that helps them feel safe and secure. A long break from 

this routine can sometimes lead to feelings of uncertainty, anxiety, or difficulty adjusting to the 

changes that the summer holidays bring. 

As parents and carers, we recognise that this transition can be challenging not only for children 

but for families too. Every child experiences change differently, and what works for one child 

may not work for another. 

To help make the transition as smooth as possible, we have put together a guide containing 

practical ideas, helpful strategies, and tips that may support your child in preparing for the end 

of the school term, managing the summer break, and settling back into school when the new 

term begins. 

We hope these suggestions provide reassurance and support during the holiday period, helping 

your child feel more confident and comfortable with the changes ahead. 

Follow link below; 

Survive and Thrive in any school holiday! PDF.pdf 

https://shaweducationtrust-

my.sharepoint.com/shared?listurl=https%3A%2F%2Fshaweducationtrust-

my%2Esharepoint%2Ecom%2Fpersonal%2Fashley_allsopp_sas_set_org%2FDocuments&id=%2F

personal%2Fashley_allsopp_sas_set_org%2FDocuments%2Ffamily%20support%20website%2FS

urvive%20and%20Thrive%20in%20any%20school%20holiday%21%20PDF%2Epdf&parent=%2Fp

ersonal%2Fashley_allsopp_sas_set_org%2FDocuments%2Ffamily%20support%20website&shar

eLink=1&ga=1&sw=bypass%2Cbypass 

KS3 

This week for Barra's final week of term, the young people had a chance to visit their new 

classes on transition day to see their new class and their new classmates too. Later in the week 

we had our sports day, which made for a great chance to have some fun and highlight some of 

our learners and their love for sport. We enjoyed relay races, throwing, table cricket and 

basketball, in a jam-packed day where our learners had tons of fun. Well done Barra! 

https://shaweducationtrust-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/ashley_allsopp_sas_set_org/IQCmYK0AljtOSa46UTKp8VSPASpY_p2Vj2g02OnnH13qD4I?e=bPCbgq


 

 



The Glens 

 

In the past few weeks Skye class have enjoyed the beautiful sunshine. To cool ourselves down in 

the heat, we filled tuff trays with water, chilled out on the basket swing, and wore our 

sunglasses. Yesterday we had Sports Day. Each student ran the obstacle course, completed the 

egg and spoon race as well as throwing a ball in to a basket. Everyone was a Winner! Well Done 

Skye class! We've had a brilliant year! :) 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

The Highlands 

 

This week has been lots of fun in the sun. Students enjoyed a beach party at school. They played 

in the sand and enjoyed some water fun. Students also enjoyed a chip shop lunch and a visit to 



our pop-up ice cream van. We would also like to say a big 'congratulations!' to our awarded 

winners. 

 

 



 

Campus 

It has been a busy last few weeks at Campus with a number of different events taking place. Last 

week, we hosted our Graduation celebration, giving the year 14 students a fantastic send off to 

recognise their journey through school. It was an emotional day with many of the students 

having been at St Andrew's since year 7! We had a lovely awards ceremony followed by a disco 

and it was great to see the students having such a fun time. We wish all of the year 14's the very 

best for the future. 

This week we hosted the year 11 students who will be moving up to Whitaker Road in 

September. It was lovely to welcome so many new faces and we are looking forward to seeing 

what the new academic year brings.  

On Tuesday, all of the FE students travelled over to the Community Hub on Fieldsway Drive to 

have a BBQ with the KS4 students and then this was followed by a meal at Hickory's 

Smokehouse on Wednesday to celebrate the end of a year long supported internship for 2 of 

our students. 

We would like to say a huge thank you to everyone who has kindly given a gift to the staff team. 

The team works incredibly hard and your generosity and positive wishes are all really 



appreciated. We hope you have a fantastic summer break and look forward to seeing everyone 

in September! 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 Therapy Input 



 



Well, what a fantastic year we have had in the Therapy Room! 

Our students have engaged in a wide range of therapeutic programmes, including dressing 

programmes, tactile desensitisation, feeding groups, gross and fine motor sessions, hand-

strengthening activities, and the implementation of their individual sensory diets. 

It has been wonderful to see the progress made throughout the year. We have seen significant 

improvements in the classroom through co-regulation strategies and by supporting students to 

work towards their EHCP targets. Whether developing fine motor skills, gross motor skills, 

independence in daily tasks, or recognising when they need to regulate themselves, every 

achievement has been worth celebrating. 

Have a well-deserved summer break, and we look forward to seeing you all in September for 

another fantastic year!     

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



Summer Holiday Groups 

 



 



SENDance 2026 

 



 



 

Community Short Breaks 

Community Short Breaks Service Consultation 

Community Short Breaks are designed for children and young people aged 0–17 with Special 

Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) who require additional support to participate in 

activities. Providers deliver targeted* services by organising inclusive activities and offering the 

necessary support to enable participation. These activities may take place after school, at 

weekends, or during school holidays. 

In addition to supporting children and young people, Community Short Breaks provide valuable 

respite for families by giving parents and carers time away from their caring responsibilities. 

*Targeted services are intended for children and young people who may require additional 

support and, in some cases, an assessment of need to access provision. 

  

Public Consultation 



Derby City Council launched a public consultation on the Community Short Breaks Service on 21 

May 2026. The consultation will run for 90 days and will close at midnight on 19 August 2026. 

As part of an ongoing review of the service, Derby City Council is proposing several potential 

changes. We are seeking feedback from parents and carers, children and young people, and 

service providers. Your views will help us better understand both the potential impact of the 

proposed changes and perspectives on the current Community Short Breaks offer. 

The consultation will include: 

  

• Face-to-face focus groups (further details will be shared shortly) 

• Surveys for parents and carers, children and young people, and providers 

  

We are keen to engage with as many individuals as possible and would greatly appreciate your 

support in sharing the survey link widely across your networks. 

Thank you in advance for your assistance. 

https://letstalk.derby.gov.uk/short-breaks-consultation/surveys/shortbreaks261 

Summer Crash Courses at Lonsdale Pool 

Monday 27th July through to Friday 31st July (5 days) 

  

We are offering a special price of £20 per child if booked before 19th July 2026.  It will be the 

£25 per child if booked after this date.  Children need to be aged 3 and a half or over and is for 

level 1 (beginners) and above.   

  

You can book onto sessions  at either 10am - 10:30am, 10:30am - 11am or 11am-11:30am.  

  

and 

  

Monday 17th August through to Thursday 20th August (4 days) 

https://letstalk.derby.gov.uk/short-breaks-consultation/surveys/shortbreaks261


  

We are offering a special price of £20 per child if booked before 1st August 2026.  It will be the 

£25 per child if booked after this date.  Children need to be aged 3 and a half or over and is for 

level 1 (beginners) and above 

  

You can book onto sessions  at either 10am - 10:30am, 10:30am - 11am or 11am-11:30am.  

  

Please note that lessons are carried out by trainee teachers – under the supervision of a 

qualified swimming teacher.  

  

 You need to book and pay for these online via our Lonsdale website - www.lsst.org.uk 

• select timetable & bookings  

• scroll down to the week  you want to book 

• select your child's appropriate swimming stage at the time you wish to book 

• select how many children you would like to book on and then press the blue BOOK NOW 

button 

Any questions then email us and we'll get back to you as soon as possible. 

Lonsdale Pool: 01332 516325 

annie@lsst.org.uk 

 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fwww.lsst.org.uk&c=E,1,3fPgzNng_mbWvDWYKgBXsW4OhU81rLeO8-UN08djVY2Q0qSda727lk05-j3gqlxj7XgC8psM1bhQUrylYVtZ80TnWAglXcgeFRUwjqR-ShS38wn4cBHoObLZzzc,&typo=1


TJ's Army - Sign with Tasha & TJ 

 



Home to School Travel Service - A message from Derby City Council 

 



 



 



 

Makaton - Sign of the week 

 

https://youtu.be/VF36IXREHO0


School Uniform Discount 

 



School Term and Holiday Dates 

 



 



Family Hub QR Code 

 

Go and Follow our Social Media Pages! 

 



Facebook - St. Andrews Academy 

Instagram - Standrews.academy 

LinkedIn - St. Andrews Academy, Derby 

SEND Football 

 

Contact Us 

Main School:  

St Andrew's Academy 

St Andrew's View 

Breadsall Hilltop 

Derby 

DE21 4EW 

Tel: (01332) 832746 

https://www.facebook.com/StAndrewsDerby/
https://www.instagram.com/standrews.academy/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/st-andrews-academy-derby/?viewAsMember=true


Email:  

 

FE Campus: 

St Andrew's FE Campus, 

66 Whitaker road, 

Derby, 

DE23 6AR 

Tel: (01332) 947259 

Email: standrews.admin@sas.set.org 

mailto:standrews.admin@sas.set.org
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