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Headteacher's Welcome

My hope is that as members of our school, you can see that constant improvement and
refinement of our offer is a high priority for us. We were the benefactors of £1.1M in the
Summer Term to redevelop our Main site and open a new 6th Form. The impact of that
investment is immeasurable and the offer every young person receives as a result is genuinely
life changing- but we don't stand stilll We have a shared goal and responsibility of continued
excellence for all and that requires a constant strategy for improvement, not just to the
infrastructure of St Andrew's but to every element that makes the fabric of our offer.

I'm pleased to share that we have been successful with a bid of £22,000 for a new Outdoor Ed
area. A new kitchen is being installed at Whitaker Rd this week, following investment in their
outdoor area and works have begun at our old 6th form site on Fieldsway Drive to develop a
Community Hub. The Community Hub will be used for sports and performance arts and will
include a library and cafe, and is kindly being joint funded by SEN UTD and TJ & Tash's Army. If
you'd like to find out more about any of the projects or feel you could contribute or signpost in



any way to help us build for the life outcomes of our young people, please do reach out in the
best way that suits you.

David Braybrooke - Headteacher

KS3

This term Barra students have been learning about personal space and why it is important in
everyday life. Through practical activities and visual supports, students explored appropriate
boundaries, learned to recognise good and bad behaviour, and practised making positive
choices. These skills help students to feel safe. We used visual support such as cones and hula
hoops to help the students to understand this.
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The Glens

Mull Class have jumped straight into the Spring Term with lots of excitement and learning after
the holidays!

We kicked things off by exploring shapes and textures, before travelling to our brand-new topic
— Africal The children have been curious, creative, and full of enthusiasm as we learn together.

In Food Technology, it’s been all about tasty fun! We’ve been making pizza and chips, with
everyone enjoying rolling, cutting, and shaping their pizzas into circles and squares. We also
made delicious Moroccan biscuits, carefully shaping them too.

Our number lessons have been full of action as we used numbered cars and “parked” them in
our very own car park. This hands-on activity was a huge hit, and the students were wonderfully
engaged.

To finish, Mull Class worked as a team to create a giant world map, exploring what is land and
what is sea. The students loved working together and showed fantastic teamwork and creativity.



What a brilliant start to the term — well done, Mull Class!
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KS4

In Key Stage 4, students have been developing their functional skills through a range of
practical, real-life activities. They explored the difference between prescription and over-the-
counter medications, learning how to read labels carefully and recognise correct dosages.

As part of their english and life skills learning, students also used online shopping websites and
catalogues to practise budgeting. They were challenged to choose a present for someone close
to them while staying within a set budget, helping them build confidence with money
management and decision-making.

These activities support students in developing independence and applying their skills to
everyday situations.
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Therapy Input
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Tactile desensitization is an important foundation for helping students develop a positive
relationship with food, particularly for those who experience sensory sensitivities. We use
tactile desensitization by gradually and safely exploring different textures through touch, such as
playing with or handling different textures. This process supports the nervous system to tolerate
new sensations and textures, builds confidence, and increases feelings of control and
predictability. Over time, improved tolerance of textures through touch can transfer to greater
willingness to smell, taste, and eventually try new foods, making mealtimes a more positive and

successful experience.




FE Campus

Building work is continuing at a pace here at Whitaker Road! The outdoor fencing area is now
complete and we can begin working to develop this area for our young people. The student



group attending the Workshop have a new project building some picnic benches and the
Thursday afternoon group have started work to replace the old tyre planters.

Within the building, students have been enjoying their timetabled sessions. Groups using our
health and wellbeing room have been enjoying developing their hair and beauty skills.

This week, Paul and Georgina took some students down to the new SEND skills hub at Friar Gate
studios to participate in the Young Star Voices discussions around improving SEND services
across the city. The students were fantastic and really enjoyed the experience and are looking
forward to going again next month.










Derby SEND Voice Event

DERBY SEND VOICE
Derby SEND Voice

Invite You To
A Cuppa & a Chat

28th Jan, 2026

Friar Gate Studios

10 - 11.30

For more info

derbysendvoice@gmail.com
contact us at

A message from Derbyshire Immunisation Service-Upcoming Year 9
vaccinations

Dear Parents/ Carers

Tetanus, Diphtheria & Polio (Td/IPV) & Meningitis ACWY Immunisations are due to take place at
your school on Friday 27th February 2026. These vaccines are free of charge.

Most children have been immunised against Tetanus, Diphtheria & Polio and Meningitis C as
part of the childhood UK schedule. Guidance from NHS England recommends that your child
now receives a booster dose of Tetanus, Diphtheria & Polio and Meningitis ACWY.

Information regarding these vaccines is available on the website:



MenACWY vaccine - NHS (www.nhs.uk)

3-in-1 teenage booster overview - NHS (www.nhs.uk)

If you have any questions, please contact us on the below contact number.

Please complete the link below to give consent for the vaccinations, this will close on
13th February 2026. If you do not wish your child to have the immunisations, you can complete
a refusal via the same link.

https://nhslmms.azurewebsites.net/session/0e962013

Please be aware that if we do not receive either a completed consent form or a refusal, each
young person will be individually assessed by a healthcare professional to self-consent on the
day. If they are deemed Gillick competent, they may be offered the vaccination.

If your child is outstanding their MMR vaccination and you would like for them to receive this
vaccination, please contact our office on the details below.

MMR (measles, mumps and rubella) vaccine - NHS (www.nhs.uk)

If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact the Immunisation Team on 033 3358
3397 option 5 or Immunisations.Derbyshire@intrahealth.co.uk



http://www.nhs.uk/
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/ooEfCxVouV2XMFYiAHy8PC3/
https://nhsimms.azurewebsites.net/session/0e962013
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/nuk1CzBqIZ0rgfotpH9EHjW/
mailto:Immunisations.Derbyshire@intrahealth.co.uk

Tips for Reading with your Young People at home

Sl ANIPREWS ACADIEVNY

WEEK 2: MAKE READING
A SPECIAL, DAILY
ROUTINE
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St Andrew’s Academy

SHORT BUT REGULAR
SESSIONS (10-15 mINVTES)

MAKE A HUGE DIFFERENCE.

CHOOSE A CALM MOMENT— 4
BEDTIME WORKS BRILLIANTLY T, |

—AND ENJOY THE STORY
TOGETHER.
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Makaton- Sign of the week



https://youtu.be/4zOU7JQI1dc

School Term and Holiday Dates

Avutumn Term

Spring Term

September 2025 (19 days)
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St Andrew’s Academy
School Term and Holiday Dates

October 2025 (18 days)

2025-2026

Summer Term

School Holiday
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195 Days ~ including up to 5 days to be taken as professional development days for teaching staff.



Family Hub QR Code

", FamilyHubDerby @

Stron StartforLife

Family Hub What’s On Guide

Scan this QR code to access this online

Click onto:
Family Hub Derby
Family Hub parents
What’s On Guide (number 4)
scroll down to view our latest What's On Guide

We look forward to meeting you!

EREEE ‘
Please scan for A
g G¥? further information 888 UK Govermont D ez E
kA

Go and Follow our Social Media Pages!
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St Andrew’s Academy



Facebook - St. Andrews Academy

Instagram - Standrews.academy

LinkedIn - St. Andrews Academy, Derby

SEND Football

INCLUSIVE FUN FOR ALL
WITH EDUCATIONAL,
PHYSICAL & DEVELOPMENT

EVERY TUESDAY (o)) FRIESLAND SCHOOL
"0 5PM-6PM SANDIACRE - NG10 5AF

EMAIL US ON VISIT OUR FB PAGE
Robcrabtree411@gmail.com SANDIACRE TOWN FC BALLERS

FREE KIT - SUBS £20 PER MONTH

Contact Us

St Andrew's Academy
St Andrew's View
Breadsall Hilltop
Derby

DE21 4EW

Tel: (01332) 832746

Email: standrews.admin@sas.set.org



https://www.facebook.com/StAndrewsDerby/
https://www.instagram.com/standrews.academy/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/st-andrews-academy-derby/?viewAsMember=true
mailto:standrews.admin@sas.set.org
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