
Autumn  
Activities for  

EYFSMaths

Literacy Planning Sensory

Fine Motor Skills

Disclaimer: To ensure the safety of the children in your setting, it is your responsibility to assess whether adult supervision or other 
appropriate safety measures are required when carrying out any of these activities.

Offer a fun counting activity by hiding 
the acorn cut-outs and inviting children 
to help squirrels to gather acorns for 
winter by posting the right number of 
acorns into the hole in each tree.

Children can practise their 
pencil control by tracing over 
the dashed lines to complete 
the drawings of the autumn 
leaves.

These lovely open-ended 
autumn activities cover all 
Areas of Learning and are a 
perfect way to invite children 
to challenge themselves and 
work together.

EYFS Ages 3-5 Creative 
Ways to Use Large  

Activity Trays: Autumn

Use this pack to plan, set 
up and run Talking Box 
sessions which will support 
communication and language 
skills as children immerse 
themselves in the season.

Exploring Autumn:  
Talking Box Planning and 

Resource Pack 

Collect autumn 
resources and create 
sensory bottles 
with your children 
for them to observe 
the objects as they 
move around inside 
the bottles. 

Autumn Sensory 
Bottle

Children are invited to spot 
all the signs of autumn in the 
delightful illustration and then 
write the names of each one to 
create their own autumn list.

Autumn What Can You Spot? 
Writing Activity

In this appealing interactive 
game, children can match 
initial graphemes to 
pictures with an autumn 
theme.

EYFS Autumn Initial 
Sounds Matching Activity 

(Go! Interactive Game)
Engage children in 
talking about their 
experiences of autumn 
and encourage drawing 
and writing in response 
to autumn photos.

Tell Me What You 
See: Autumn Writing 

Activities 

As you do this sensory 
activity with your children, 
they’ll be able to observe 
how leaves move through 
the liquid in the bag, and 
how water interacts with oil.

Autumn Leaves  
Sensory Bag 

This engaging sensory bin 
is ideal for little ones during 
an autumn topic as they 
will love exploring the layer 
of oats, apples, cinnamon 
sticks with card tubes and 
scoops.

Autumn Apples Sensory Bin

Provide your children with a selection of 
buttons or pom-poms and invite them 
to use their hand-eye coordination to 
carefully place the items in the circles 
provided and complete the colourful 
squirrel pictures.  

EYFS Draw Autumn Leaves 
Pencil Control Activity Pack 

Squirrel Button Placing Fine 
Motor Skills Activity 

Laminate these autumn mark-
making sheets and place them 
below a layer of sand, shaving 
foam or gloop so children can then 
use their fingers or mark-making 
tools to reveal the hidden picture.

Practise subitising with this lovely 
resource which invites children to 
subitise the dots on each acorn before 
feeding it to the squirrel.

Go on an autumn walk 
to collect leaves and 
then sort them by colour 
using this attractive 
chart.

Feed the Squirrel Subitising Activity 

Autumn Leaf  
Sorting Chart

Squirrel Fine Motor Skills

Disclaimer: Loose parts activities offer fun and practical opportunities to engage children and promote enjoyment and curiosity, but 

supervising adults should check for allergens and assess any potential risks (such as the risk of choking from small objects) before an 

activity and only proceed if it is safe to do so. Supervising adults should check loose parts are safe and suitable for young children to 

handle before, during and after an activity.

visit twinkl.com

Squirrel Fine Motor Skills

Disclaimer: Loose parts activities offer fun and practical opportunities to engage children and promote enjoyment and curiosity, but 
supervising adults should check for allergens and assess any potential risks (such as the risk of choking from small objects) before an 
activity and only proceed if it is safe to do so. Supervising adults should check loose parts are safe and suitable for young children to 
handle before, during and after an activity.

visit twinkl.com

For more autumn activity ideas, click here.

For more autumn fine motor skills activities, click here.For more autumn maths activities, click here.

For more autumn literacy activities, click here.

For more autumn planning 
activities, click here.
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Autumn-Themed Mark-Making 
Image Reveal

Autumn Squirrel Acorn Counting Activity 

Autumn

Sensory Bottle

Method:

• Empty jar or bottle

• Strong glue

• Sticky tape 

• Water 

• Food colouring – autumnal colours, such as  

orange or yellow

• Vegetable/baby oil 

• A selection of autumn-coloured leaves of various colours, shapes and sizes

• Optional resources – conker, conker shell, a pine cone or an alder cone, acorn, acorn shell, 

beech husk, little
 twigs, berries (blackberries or hawthorn), rosehips, sunflower seeds

1. Fill the bottle three quarters full with water. 

2. Add a few drops of your chosen food colouring to  

the water to represent the autumn colours. 

3. Add your selection of autumnal items.

4. Fill the remaining quarter of the bottle with oil. 

5. Put the lid on the bottle and shake to disperse the oil 

and food colouring.

6. For safety reasons, squeeze glue onto the 

inside of the bottle top and secure the lid on to 

the bottle. Allow time for the glue to dry, then 

add tape around the lid of the bottle. 

7. The Autumn Sensory Bottle is now ready for 

children to play with.  

You will need:

Disclaimer* To ensure the safety of children in your setting, it is
 your responsibility to assess what adult supervision or appropriate 

safety measures are required when carrying out any of these activities. Please be aware that children under the age of three will 

need to be supervised at all tim
es due to potential hazards with handling and exploring sensory objects. 

Autumn Leaves

Sensory Bag

Method:

Medium or large, strong ziplock clear bags 

Duct tape 

Water 

Vegetable/baby oil 

Autumn leaves (a variety of different types, shapes,  

sizes and colours) 

Optional resource - autumnal-coloured food colourings

1. Gather together the selection of autumn leaves and add them to the ziplock bag. 

2. Pour some oil into the ziplock bag - the amount needed will depend upon the size of your 

bag. Ensure there is enough oil for the leaves to easily glide along but not so much oil that 

the bag bulges at the sides.

3. Add a few teaspoons of water into the bag - the amount needed will depend upon the size 

of your bag. Ensure you leave enough space in the bag for the children to be able to move 

the leaves around. 

4. Press out as much air from the bag as possible, then zip the bag closed. 

5. Add tape across the top, bottom and around the sides of the bag to make it secure. 

6. Children can enjoy moving the autumn leaves around the sensory bag through the oil and 

water mixture. 

You will need:

Disclaimer* To ensure the safety of children in your setting, it is your responsibility to assess what adult supervision or appropriate 

safety measures are required when carrying out any of these activities. Please be aware that children under the age of three will 

need to be supervised at all times due to potential hazards with handling and exploring sensory objects. 
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Autumn What Can You Spot? Activity

It’s autumn! Can you make a list of all the things you can spot in the autumn picture?

Reception
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Feed the Squirrel!
Feed the Squirrel!

Cut
Out

visit twinkl.com
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