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St. Anne’s Catholic Primary School
Social, Moral, Spiritual and Cultural Education Policy

Aim
		“Loving God In All We Do”
A love for learning is central to life at St Anne’s Catholic Primary School, it forms a core belief in all we do.  As well as the desire for academic rigour and excellence there is also a desire to promote pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development.  Across all year groups there is a strong desire to ensure that we produce citizens that lead, engage and interact with their community.
This preparation for life falls into four key areas, and as a result of carefully planned curriculum and enrichment opportunities, our pupils are able to demonstrate how their spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is progressing and how well they demonstrate their self-esteem and confidence.
Spiritual Development 
Pupils' spiritual development involves the growth of their sense of self, their unique potential, their understanding of their strengths and weaknesses, and their will to achieve. As their curiosity about themselves and their place in the world increases, they try to answer for themselves some of life's fundamental questions. They develop the knowledge, skills, understanding, qualities and attitudes they need to foster their own lives and wellbeing. As a Catholic school, we place special emphasis on the specific teaching and beliefs of the Catholic faith, both within the daily life of the school and through the curriculum.

Aims for Spiritual Development:
• the ability to listen and be still
• the ability to reflect
• the ability to sense wonder and mystery in the world
• the ability to sense the special nature of human relationships

Objectives for Spiritual Development:
• to develop the ability to use all senses
• to encourage quiet reflection during a lesson or assembly
• to develop individual self-confidence in expressing inner thoughts in a variety of ways
• to consider the wonder of the world
• to find an inner confidence and peace.
 
Moral Development 
At St Anne’s Catholic School, pupils' moral development involves them acquiring an understanding of the difference between right and wrong, a concern for others and the will to do what is right. The children are able and willing to reflect on the consequences of their actions and learn how to forgive themselves and others. They develop the knowledge, skills and understanding, qualities and attitudes they need in order to make responsible moral decisions and act on them. Moral development, based on Christian principles, should enable pupils to become increasingly responsible for their own actions and behaviour.

Aims for Moral Development
• to understand the principles behind decisions and actions
• to be able to take moral decisions for themselves
• to be able to distinguish between right and wrong

Objectives for Moral Development
• to tell the truth
• to respect others
• to help those less fortunate than ourselves 

Social Development 
Pupils' social development involves pupils acquiring an understanding of the responsibilities and rights of being members of families and communities (local, national and global), and an ability to relate to others and to work with others for the common good. The children display a sense of belonging and an increasing willingness to participate. They develop the knowledge, skills, understanding, qualities and attitudes they need to make an active contribution to their communities. 
The school, but in particular the classroom, provides a suitable environment for promoting social development within a Christian context. Pupils learn to lead, to use their initiative and to use individual skills and strengths when working together towards a common goal. The ability to be led, to support others and to recognise the different skills of other group members can be developed when children work co-operatively.

Aims for Social Development
• to relate positively to others
• to participate fully and take responsibility in the classroom and in the school
• to use appropriate behaviour, according to situations
• to engage in partnership with others
• to show personal responsibility and initiative

Objectives for Social Development
• to share such emotions as love, joy, hope, anguish, fear and reverence
• to show sensitivity to the needs and feelings of others
• to work as part of a group
• to interact positively with others through contacts outside school, e.g. sporting activities, visits, liturgies, music performances etc.
• to experience being part of a whole caring community
• to show care and consideration for others by sharing and taking turns
• to realise there are things each person can do well


Cultural Development 
Pupils' cultural development involves pupils acquiring an understanding of cultural traditions and ability to appreciate and respond to a variety of experiences. They acquire a respect for their own culture and that of others, an interest in others' ways of doing things and curiosity about differences. They develop the knowledge, skills, understanding, qualities and attitudes they need to understand, appreciate and contribute to culture. 
In order to make provision for cultural development, existing knowledge, interests and experiences are strengthened and then built upon further. In this way pupils gain a deeper understanding of their own culture and the factors which influence it and gain a broader understanding of other cultures and cultural influences. All areas of the curriculum can be used to promote and develop cultural awareness, although music, dance, drama and art are those used more frequently.

Aims for Cultural Development
• to develop a sense of belonging to pupils’ own culture and being proud of their cultural background
• to respond to cultural events
• to share different cultural experiences
• to respect different cultural traditions
• to understand codes of behaviour, fitting to cultural tradition

Objectives for Cultural Development
• to develop a love of learning
• to develop an understanding of British cultural tradition, including Catholicism
• to appreciate the values and customs of other ethnic and faith groups which make up modern British society, and the world beyond.

Please see our powerpoint to explore the range of activities in St. Anne’s School which encourage the social, moral, spiritual and cultural development of our children.
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