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Monday, 21st September, 2020 

Re: Sacramental Programme 

Dear  

  

 I hope and pray that your family have kept safe and well over these past months as we 

have all been living with the fallout from the pandemic of Corona Virus. For a number of 

months after the lockdown began at the end of March, all churches were closed and 

religious ceremonies with congregations were prohibited. Unfortunately, this meant that 

your child was unable to receive First Holy Communion as planned on Sunday, 14th June. 

 At the end of July, churches were given permission to open once again, at first for 

private prayer and then over the last six weeks or so, for Mass with a limited congregation. 

Last week, the Priests of the Deanery met to discuss how we could enable your child to 

receive First Confession and First Holy Communion. Although the usual large celebrations 

we would normally hold for First Holy Communion are not possible, we felt that your child 

should be given the opportunity to receive First Confession and First Holy Communion 

without further delay. If you would like your child to receive the Sacraments at this point, 

the process decided is as follows: 

• Telephone the Presbytery on 01254 232 920 or email me at 

simon.stamp@dioceseofsalford.org.uk to arrange a meeting. At this meeting, I will 

speak to you and your child about the Sacrament of Confession and First Holy 

Communion before hearing your child’s First Confession. 

• Following this meeting, book onto one of the Masses in the Parish by telephoning the 

Presbytery on 01254 232 920 or by e-mailing the Parish Secretary at 

siobhan.wood@dioceseofsalford.org.uk  

At the Mass you have booked, your child will receive their First Holy Communion. We 

would limit this to one family per Mass, and as numbers are presently strictly limited, it will 

only be immediate family (ie parents, brothers and sisters, grandparents) of the child who 

would be able to attend. If you have already bought a dress/clothing for your child’s First 

Holy Communion, they would be welcome to wear them at this Mass. If not, don’t feel 

obliged to purchase anything - your child can simply wear their normal clothes.  



Masses in the Parish of St Anne and St Joseph are as follows: 

At St Anne’s 

Saturday  5.30pm 

Sunday  11.00am 

Monday  6.00pm 

Wednesday 10.00am 

 

At St Joseph’s 

Friday  10.00am 

Sunday  9.00am 

 

 You can book your child and family onto any one of these Masses at which your child 

will receive their First Holy Communion. For the purposes of contact tracing, when you 

book onto a Mass, it is necessary to provide the names and telephone numbers of all 

attending. Because of the requirement to have two trained Stewards at each Mass, we have 

to stick to the set times of the Parish Masses at which other parishioners who have booked 

on for Mass will also be present. For that reason, booking is limited to immediate family 

only. 

 

 I am very sorry it is not possible at the moment to hold the usual large scale Parish 

celebration for First Holy Communion, but we wanted to give your child the opportunity to 

receive the Sacraments they should have received earlier this year as soon as possible. You 

are, of course, welcome to defer until next year and enter your child again on next year’s 

Sacramental Programme. However, as the situation with restrictions is so uncertain, it may 

be that next year’s Programme will not mean a return to the usual large celebrations but a 

similar situation to the one we face at present. 

 

 Many thanks for your patience and understanding. Over these months, we have been 

keeping your families in our prayers and especially your child. If you are unsure anything in 

this letter, please don’t hesitate to contact me. 

 

With prayers and best wishes, 

 

 

 

 

Father Stamp 

Parish Priest of St Anne and St Joseph, Accrington 

Rural Dean of St John Vianney Deanery 


