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PETER DECLARES
THAT JESUSIS
THE MESSIAH

MATTHEW 16:13-19

REFLECT

n today's Gospel, Jesus asks his
| disciples, "Who do you say that |
am?" Peter's bold reply — "You are
the Christ, the Son of the living God"
—marks a turning point. It is a moment
of revelation, granted not by human
insight but by God's grace. Peter's faith
becomes the rock upon which Jesus will
build his Church, entrusted with guiding
the community through the challenges
of faith.

On the Feast of Saints Peter and Paul, we
remember not only Peter's confession
but also the courage both apostles

Intoday’s Gospel, Jesus turns to his disciples with a question that cuts to the heart of faith: displayed in proclaiming Christ to the
“Who do people say that the Son of Man is?" world. Peter's leadership and Paul's
missionary zeal remind us that faith is
The disciples report the varied opinions of the crowds, highlighting the uncertainty and both personal and communal: it begins
speculation surrounding Jesus' identity. Then he asks them directly, “But who do you say that | with recognition of who Christ is, and it
am?" Peter responds with a decisive confession: “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God." grows in witness, service, and mission.
Jesus affirms Peter's insight, declaring that it is not human reasoning but divine revelation that This Gospel invites us to consider our
enables this recognition: “Flésh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven.” own response: who do we say that
This moment establishes the foundation of the Church. The imagery of “binding and loosing” Jesus is in our lives? Like Peter and Paul,
signals authority to guide the community in matters of faith and moral responsibility, while the we are called to live that confession
“rock” metaphor underscores stability and continuity. courageously, in word and deed. Our
faith finds its strength in God's guidance,
Matthew presents this episode as both personal and communal. Peter's confession is personal and every act of witness — however small
faith, yet it becomes the cornerstone for the wider Church, linking individual recognition of - contributes to the building of Christ's
Christ with the structure and mission of the Christian community. The passage emphasises the Church today. =

interplay of revelation, faith, and responsibility in the life of discipleship. 5

Take time to reflect on who Jesus is for you
and let that shape the way you live each day.

The Church teaches that faith in Christ is a
gift from God, and that acknowledging him
as Lord is the foundation of Christian life
and the Church itself.

SAY

Lord Jesus,
Help me to know you and trust
in you.

Give me the courage to live my
faith and let it guide my choices
each day.

Amen.




ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

These are the ones who, living in the flesh,
planted the Church with their blood;

they drank the chalice of the Lord

and became the friends of God.

COLLECT
O God, who on the Solemnity of the Apostles Peter and Paul
give us the noble and holy joy of this day,
grant, we pray, that your Church
may in all things follow the teaching
of those through whom she received
the beginnings of right religion.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

FIRST READING Acts 12:1-11
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

In those days: Herod the king laid violent hands on some who
belonged to the church. He killed James the brother of John
with the sword, and when he saw that it pleased the Jews, he
proceeded to arrest Peter also. This was during the days of
Unleavened Bread. And when he had seized him, he put him in
prison, delivering him over to four squads of soldiers to guard him,
intending after the Passover to bring him out to the people. So
Peter was kept in prison, but earnest prayer for him was made to
God by the church.

Now when Herod was about to bring him out, on that very night,
Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two chains,
and sentries before the door were guarding the prison. And
behold, an angel of the Lord stood next to him, and a light shone in
the cell. He struck Peter on the side and woke him, saying, ‘Get up
quickly.” And the chains fell off his hands. And the angel said to him,
‘Dress yourself and put on your sandals.” And he did so. And
he said to him, ‘Wrap your cloak round you and follow me.” And
he went out and followed him. He did not know that what was
being done by the angel was real, but thought he was seeing a
vision. When they had passed the first and the second guard, they
came to the iron gate ledding into the city. It opened for them of
its own accord, and they went out and went along one street, and
immediately the angel left him. When Peter came to himself, he
said, ‘Now | am sure that the Lord has sent his angel and rescued
me from the hand of Herod and from all that the Jewish people
were expecting.’

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Psalm 34(33):2-3. 4-5. 6-7.8-9.R. 5

R: From all my terrors the Lorp set me free.

4

{. 1 will bless the Lorbp at all times,

praise of him is always in my mouth.

In the Lorp my soul shall make its boast;
the humble shall hear and be glad. R

2. Glorify the Lorp with me;
together let us praise his name.
| sought the Lorp, and he answered me;
from all my terrors he set me free. R

w

Look towards him and be radiant;

let your faces not be abashed.

This lowly one called; the Lorp heard,
and rescued him from all his distress. R
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4. The angel of the Lorb is encamped
around those who fear him, to rescue them.
Taste and see that the Lorp is good.
Blessed the man who seeks refuge in him. R.

SECOND READING 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 17-18

Areading from the Second Letter of Saint Paul to Timothy.
Beloved: | am already being poured out as a drink offering, and
the time of my departure has come. | have fought the good fight,
I have finished the race, | have kept the faith. Henceforth there
is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the
righteous judge, will award to me on that day, and not only to me,
but also to all who have loved his appearing.

The Lord stood by me and strengthened me, so that through
me the message might be fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles
might hear it. So | was rescued from the lion’s mouth. The Lord
will rescue me from every evil deed and bring me safely into his
heavenly kingdom. To him be the glory for ever and ever. Amen.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God

ACCLAMATION BEF

R: Alleluia, alleluia.
You are Peter, and on this rock | will build my Church,
and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.

R: Alleluia.

GOSPEL Matthew 16:13-19
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew.
At that time: When Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi,
he asked his disciples, ‘Who do people say that the Son of Man is?’
And they said, ‘Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and
others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.’ He said to them, ‘But who
do you say that | am?’ Simon Peter replied, ‘You are the Christ, the
Son of the living God.” And Jesus answered him, ‘Blessed are you,
Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you,
but my Father who is in heaven. And | tell you, you are Peter, and on
this rock | will build my Church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail
against it. | will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and
whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever
you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.’

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
May the prayer of the Apostles, O Lord,
accompany the sacrificial gift
that we present to your name for consecration,
and may their intercession make us devoted to you
in celebration of the sacrifice.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
COMMUNION ANTIPHON
Peter said io Jesus: You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.
And Jesus replied: You are Peter,
and upon this rock I will build my Church

ORE THE GOSPEL Matthew 16:18

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Grant us, O Lord,

who have been renewed by this Sacrament,
so to live in the Church,

that, persevering in the breaking of the Bread
and in the teaching of the Apostles,

we may be one heart and one soul,

made steadfast in your Iove

Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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St Anthony of Padua

Presbytery: St Anthony’s Presbytery,

Cadley Causeway, Fulwood, Preston PR2 3RX
Tel: 01772 725193

Email: stanthony.preston@lrcd.org.uk
Parish Priest: Fr Andrew Dawson

Annexe: 07792 256592

Social Centre: 01772 735963

Primary School: 01772 726621
Playgroup/Preschool: 07963 700591

Holy Family
Whitby Avenue, Ingol, Preston PR2 3YP
Tel: 01772 725193
Priest-in-Charge: Fr Andrew Dawson
(Resident at St Anthony’s)
Primary School: 01772 727471
Covenant Books: 07396 796969
Sacrament of Reconciliation
(Confession): On Request

Today we shall use the Preface for Ss Peter and Paul with the first Fucharistic Prayer

Mass Schedule for week commencing ) Last Weekend:
Sunday 28th June Intention
Attendance
Sunday 28™ June: Saints Peter and Paul St Anthony’s:

158 + 304 = 462

-dav Collections
SaiCay Opm Mass at St Anthony’s Madelene Kelly (LD) , .
(Sunday Vigil) 5 Potor @ Bl St Anthony S:
Sunday 9:30 Mass af Sk Anthony The People of our Parish LHE6S4
unday 9:30am Mass a nthony’s e People of our Parishes Day for Life
Monday 9.15am Mass at St Anthony’s Hannah Baron £119.90 +

£112 (Cards)

Tuesday 9.15am Mass at St Anthony’s

Freda Thornton (Anniv)

Wednesday No Mass

Scan the QR code
below to donate to the
weekly collection

Thursday 9.15am Mass at HF School

Geoff Plumb online (St Anthony’s)

Friday 9.15am Mass at St Anthony’s St Thomas

Gerard Ibison (Anniv)

Sunday 5% July: Fourteenth Sunday in

Ordinary Time

Saturday 6pm

5 Mass at St Anthony’s
(Sunday Vigil)

Isaac Dickinson (Anniv)

Sunday 9:30am Mass at St Anthony’s
Sunday 11am Mass at HF School

The People of our Parishes
Fr Bryan Irving RIP

Confessions: At St Anthony’s Saturdays 5:30-5:50pm or by appointment.
Baptism and Marriage: If you are a parent and would like to have your child baptised or are hoping to get married
cither in this patish ot elsewhete (minimum six months’ notice for weddings is required), please speak to Fr Andrew at

the end of Mass.

Tea and Coffee: You are welcome to join us for some light refreshments after each of our Sunday Masses — 6pm

(Saturday) and 9:30 at St Anthony’s.

Prayer intentions

The Holy Father’s Prayer Intention for July: Respect for human life, recognizing it as a gift from God.
Let us pray that sports be an instrument of peace, encounter, and dialogue among cultures and nations, and that they promote

values such as respect, solidarity, and personal growth.

Cycle of Prayer: Ordinary Time, Summer: For a deeper understanding between Christians and Jews; for those who suffer
persecution, oppression and the denial of their human rights; for Europe; for human life and for seafarers.
We pray for the sick and the eldetly, especially Jo Counsel, Bill Embery and John Mulholland and Fr John Foulkes.

For those who have died recently, especially Deacon Tom Bland and for those whose anniversaries occur at this time: Celine
Reed, Ann Kathleen Corless, Joanne Clarkson, Joseph Morrison, Raymond Barton, Elsie Nickson, Eric Penney, Linda Salter,
Walter Donaghy, Maureen Fraser, Malcolm Hulme, Richard Berry, Michael Fitzgerald, Freda Thornton, Margaret Will, Frank
Wilson, Anthony Fraser, Ian Clement, Catherine Wignall.

Father, may these, and all whom we have known who have gone before us, be received into the glory of the resurrection, won for
us by your Son, Jesus, the Risen Lord.



OUR PARISHES

Retiring collection: There is a special collection today
for “Peter’s Pence”, the fund which supports the Holy
Father’s Charitable activities.

The Fairtrade and Rwanda stall will be at St
Anthony’s next weekend. There will be the usual
produce as well as a selection of cards and books.
Please support by helping to give a fair price to those
even less fortunate than ourselves.

St Anthony’s Feast Day: Further to last week’s
announcement, please note the money collected for
Parish Charities was £540 not £450. Apologies for the
error.

Volunteers Wanted: Are you a keen gardener? Would
you like to get involved with looking after the grounds
at St. Anthony’s? For more information, please let Fr
Andrew have your contact details.

St Anthony’s Gutters: Most of the scaffolding has
been removed, but there is still some work to complete
“on the drains themselves, on some areas of the roof
and on the tower. Thank you for your patience.

Bollards: To ensure the safety of children and families
crossing the site, especially during school drop off and
pick up times, new bollards have been installed. They
will be raised between 8.30 -9am and 2.30 -3.30pm.
Please do not partk at the entrance to the car park off
Cadley Causeway as emergency access is still required.

St Anthony’s Pre-School/Playgroup: Thete is a job
opportunity as Manager of St Anthony’s Pre-
School/Playgtroup, to start in September. For more
information please see notice at back of church or
contact stanthonyspreschool@outlook.com.

Stella Maris (formerly called Apostleship of the Sea)
is seeking one volunteer from each parish to help with
Sea Sunday (which falls on 11/12 July this year). This
is the day when the Church comes together to pray for
seafarers, fishers and their families, and takes a retiring
collection to fund the work of the port chaplains
supported by Stella Maris. The volunteer will read out
the appeal (which Stella Maris will provide) at the end
of Masses that weekend. If you can kindly do this,
please contact roland hayes@stellamarismail.org

Holy Family Update: This week further meetings
with contractors will take place and we are awalting
confirmation of the insurance certificates for our
preferred contractor for the asbestos survey. The next
Sunday Mass at Holy Family School will be next
weekend at 11.00am.

Thank you to everyone who made the celebration of
the children’s First Holy Communion such a joyful
occasion last weekend. Fr Andrew

OUR CITY AND DIOCESE
THIS WEEK

Funeral of Deacon Bland: Tuesday 30th June at 11.30am,
St John Vianney, Glastonbury Avenue, Blackpool. Please
note that parking at the church is limited, so you may wish
to allow extra time for arrival. Please keep Deacon Bland
and those who knew him in your prayers during this time.

SEND Roadshow: There will be a SEND (Special
Educational Needs and Disabilities) Roadshow taking
place on Wednesday 1st July, 1:30pm—4:30pm at Moot
Nook Family Hub. This is an opportunity for families
to come along, meet a range of friendly professionals,
and explore the support available for children and
young people with additional needs. Whether you have
questions, need advice, ot simply want to understand
what help is available, this event offers a relaxed and
informal chance to speak directly to services without
waiting for appointments. Everyone welcome — there
is no criteria and no diagnosis needed. Drop in at any
time during the session. Talk face-to-face with a
variety of suppotrt services. To book please use the
following https://forms.office.com/e/yV jR4rwppk.

FURTHER AHEAD

March for Life: : London, Saturday September 5t
2026. SPUC Preston have booked a coach to
the March for Life, tickets are on sale now! Tickets
are avatlable on FEventbrite, search 'Coach from
Lancaster and Preston to M4LUK’ . For the Itinerary
or anything else please contact the secretary on 07523
183758 or at spucpreston@gmail.com.

Blessed Edward Bamber Mass, St Winifed’s House
Thursday 16™ July You are invited to join Bishop
Paul, local clergy, residents and staff of St Winefride’s
House, (the diocesan retirement home for priests)
Low Moor Rd, Bispham, FY2 OPA for their Annual
Mass in honour of the English Martyr, Blessed
Edward Bamber. Mass starts at 6.30pm and
refreshments will be served afterwards. All welcome.
(Poster on Notice Board)

Friends of Castlerigg: castleriggmanor.com/friends
A Quiet Retreat for Adults is available in the October
Half Term 2026. See website for more information.
Boots: The Diocesan Youth Centre is looking for
boots to equip (poorer) young people for a walk on
the Keswick fells. Can you help?  Visit:
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/ 1MO1F2S
OUED7G

Mass Envelopes: Envelopes suitable for requesting a
Mass are available with the hymnbooks at the back of
Church. Please either hand to Fr Andrew, place in the
offertory baskets or through the presbytery letterbox.
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