Religious Education at St Augustine’s Catholic Primary School
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“No colour, no religion, no nationality should come between us, we are all children of God.”
Mother Teresa

Our mission statement is to ‘live life to the full’ and in living out our mission throughout the curriculum we provide children with opportunities to promote their individual talents and abilities and enable everyone at St Augustine’s the opportunity to fulfil their full potential. At 

Intent
St Augustine's, we nurture our children's faith and develop a deeper understanding of Catholic beliefs, Scripture and the sacraments. We promote respect for religious and moral values, as well as understanding and tolerance of the beliefs and traditions of others.

We foster the growth of every child, encouraging them to recognise their God-given dignity and potential, whilst developing respect for themselves and others. We promote stewardship of God's creation and an understanding of each person's responsibility to care for the world around them.
Through strong and collaborative relationships between home, parish and school, we support our children in becoming confident, compassionate and faithful individuals who live out Gospel values in their daily lives.

At St Augustine's, through The Way, we aim to:
· Deepen children's knowledge and understanding of Scripture, Catholic beliefs and traditions.
· Develop theological literacy and the ability to think religiously and reflectively.
· Foster a personal relationship with God through prayer, worship and reflection.
· Enable children to understand and celebrate the sacraments as encounters with Christ.
· Promote respect for the dignity of every person as created in the image and likeness of God.
· Develop children's understanding of Catholic Social Teaching and their responsibility to serve others.
· Encourage stewardship of God's creation and care for the environment.
· Strengthen the partnership between home, parish and school in nurturing faith.
· Help children recognise Gospel values and apply them to everyday life.
· Develop confidence in discussing matters of faith, morality and belief.
· Foster understanding and respect for other faiths and worldviews.
· Inspire children to become active disciples who contribute positively to their communities.

Implementation
The curriculum hours in RE are non-negotiable and will be followed by all staff in the school. Fixed timetables will be set every term and monitored by the Senior Leadership Team. The RE Leader and RE team will work with the Senior Leadership Team to evaluate provision and ensure that teaching and learning in RE are consistently good or better. Where necessary, staff will receive coaching, support and professional development in Religious Education.
Our pupils are inspired by exceptional teaching and consistently high expectations through The Way, the Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle's Religious Education Directory curriculum. Each year group studies a range of units throughout the year. The units are developmental, building on previous knowledge and experience whilst taking account of the children's age, stage of development and understanding.
Children are highly engaged in RE lessons through the use of a variety of sources, including religious stories, Scripture, religious artwork, music, drama and religious signs and symbols. The life and work of key figures in the history of the People of God, including the saints, are studied and celebrated. Approaches include whole-class teaching, group activities and individual work. Children have opportunities to work independently, cooperatively and collaboratively, developing their own knowledge and understanding whilst learning from the experiences of others.
Pupils participate in Mass, feast days, Celebration of the Word and other liturgical celebrations, including opportunities to encounter and learn about the sacraments. Visits and visitors, where possible, further enrich and enhance the Religious Education curriculum. Through strong links between Religious Education, Catholic Life, Prayer and Liturgy, and Catholic Social Teaching, children are encouraged to live out their faith in their daily lives.

Impact
· The school environment reflects and celebrates our Catholic faith and provides opportunities for pupils to encounter Christ through Religious Education, Prayer and Liturgy, and the wider Catholic Life of the school.
· Children experience a wide range of engaging learning opportunities in Religious Education which enable them to flourish academically, spiritually and personally, appreciating what it means to live life to the full.
· Through Religious Education, children deepen their knowledge and understanding of Catholic beliefs, Scripture, prayer, liturgy and the sacraments, whilst developing a deeper relationship with God.
· Children of all abilities and backgrounds achieve well in Religious Education, reflected in strong progress over time and clear development in knowledge, understanding and theological literacy. Children talk enthusiastically about their learning and are eager to build upon it as they move through the school.
· Clear outcomes inform Religious Education development planning and drive continual improvement in teaching, learning and pupil achievement.
· Children produce high-quality work which demonstrates pride, effort and a growing ability to think, reflect and communicate as religious learners.
· Children grow to know and love God, develop their moral and spiritual understanding, and deepen their faith through meaningful experiences of prayer, worship and learning.
· Children are encouraged to live out their faith in an active and positive way, recognising the presence of Christ in their lives and responding to the Gospel call to serve others.
· Through participation in Mass, Celebration of the Word, liturgical celebrations and the traditions of the Church, children develop a rich understanding of prayer and worship.
· Children demonstrate compassion, justice, respect, forgiveness and love in their relationships with others. They are confident, resilient individuals who contribute positively to the school, parish and wider community.
· Children can confidently define, describe, discuss and reflect upon key areas of Religious Education. They use religious vocabulary accurately and can explain beliefs, teachings and practices, make connections, compare ideas, give reasons for viewpoints and consider the impact of faith on people's lives.
· Through wider reading and learning, children develop knowledge of the lives of saints, significant religious figures and key events in salvation history. They are able to make meaningful links between the life and teachings of Jesus and their own lives, recognising how faith is expressed through prayer, service and charitable action.
· Children develop an understanding of Catholic Social Teaching and recognise their responsibility to care for others, uphold human dignity and act as stewards of God's creation.
· The majority of children achieve age-related expectations by the end of EYFS, Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 and are well prepared for the next stage of their religious education and faith journey.
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