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Epiphany
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Epiphany: ‘a church festival that celebrates 
the visit of the wise men to Bethlehem to 
see the baby Jesus’. 

The word ‘epiphany’ comes from a Greek word 
which means ‘making known’; the birth of Jesus 
was the beginning of God making known who 
Jesus is and God’s plan for the world.



Epiphany: ‘a sudden and inspiring revelation’. 

At the time Jesus was born Jews and Gentiles 
(non-Jews) never mixed. It would have been a 
hugely surprising revelation that God wanted 
Gentiles (the wise men) to see Jesus (who was a 
Jew).

One of the things that the festival of Epiphany 
reveals is that God doesn’t have favourites but 
welcomes people from any background and any 
nationality.



One hump, two humps, lumpety lump,
The star watchers went with a bumb and thump! 
One hump, two humps, lumpety lump,
The star watchers followed the star.
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What did the gifts mean?



Gold is a gift fit for a king. It recognised that 
Jesus was a great king, the king of the world. 

 Frankincense is a special  kind of fragrance 
that was used by a priest. 

Myrrh was a sweet-smelling liquid that was 
rubbed gently into the skin of someone who 
had died. It indicated that Jesus’ death 
would be important.



Reflection

God has given us all special gifts. 
What are your special gifts?
How can you share them with 
others?
Can you show respect for other 
people’s gifts?





http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vI9S5Pecsco

