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FossilisationFossilisation
Order the stages of fossilisation and assign the correct description to each picture.

A living thing dies in or near 
water or ash.

After the living thing decays, only the 
hard parts, such as bones or shells, 

remain. These parts are then covered 
by layers of sediment over time.

Over time, due to weathering and 
erosion, the fossil becomes exposed.

Over time, the layers 
of sediment build up and 

eventually compact into rock.

As the bones break down, minerals 
gradually take their place.

To ensure the safety of the learners in your setting, it is your responsibility to assess whether adult supervision 
or other appropriate safety measures are required when using scissors.
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Fossilisation – Answers
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1. A living thing dies in or near water or ash.

2. After the living thing decays, only the hard parts, such as bones or shells, remain. These parts are then covered by layers of sediment over time.

3. Over time, the layers of sediment build up and eventually compact into rock.

4. As the bones break down, minerals gradually take their place.

5. Over time, due to weathering and erosion, the fossil becomes exposed.
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