
St Bartholomew’s C of E Primary School 

Reception Subject Overview 

 Theme  Wow Moment PSED Communication 
and language  

Physical 
Development  

Literacy  Maths  Understanding 
of the world 

Expressive arts 
and design  

Autumn 1 What is your 
superpower?  

Letter from a 
superhero 
Evil Pea in 
Classroom 
Visit from a 

Police officer  
Visit from RNLI   

Relationships  
Special people  
Friendship 
People who 
help us  
Real life 
superheroes e.g 
Police, 
firefighter etc.  
 

Phonics Phase 1 
and 2  
Rhyming pairs  
Initial letter sounds  
Turn taking  
Speaking and 
listening activities  
Getting to know 
you games. 
  

Getting 
changed for 
P.E  
Agility – co-
ordination and 
balance  
Real P.E unit 1.  
Healthy eating  
Parachute 
games. 
Dough Disco  
Movement 
play 

Books  
Supertato  
Super worm 
 ( talk for 
writing)  
Name writing  
Phase 2 
sounds  
Rhyming 
pairs  
Initial letter 
sounds  
Reading and 
writing 
simple labels. 

Mastery 
Numbers 1-5  
Sorting , 
comparing, 
ordering 
More and less  
 
 
  
2D shape  
Repeated 
pattern  
Sequencing a 
day 
 

Seasons 
Occupations  
Where do we 
live  
Who lives in our 
house  
Specials events  
Different 
cultures  ( 
Diwali) 
Melting ( saving 
vegetables from 
the evil pea)  

Jackson Pollock 
Painting  
Charanga Music 
– Unit 1  
Exploring 
instruments.  
Pop Art 
Self portraits  
 

BOOKS  Superkid ,Super Mum, How to be a Superhero, Ten little Superheroes, The day the crayon quit, Elmer, Even superheroes make mistakes, Michael Recycle  

Autumn 2  Pets  
 
 

Visit from 
school rabbit  
Visit to tropical 
world 

Caring for living 
things  
How to look 
after living 
things. 
 

Phonics Phase 2  
Captions  
Simple sentences 
Speaking and 
listening – Take me 
home ted.  

Real P.E Unit 2 
Ball Skills  
Cutting Skills 
Fine motor 
schools   
Dough Disco  
Movement 
play  

Books  
What pet 
should I get  
Dear zoo. 
( Talk for 
writing)  
Rhyming 
strings  
Caption 
writing  
Simple 
sentences 

Mastery –  
Number 1 -5 
Addition   
Direction  

Materials  
Programmable 
toys  
Family customs  
Christmas  
Habitats  
 

Starry Night 
pictures  
Charanga Music  
Unit 2  
 

Books Mog, Georges Dragon goes to school , Kipper wants a pet, charlie and lola – we honestly can look after your dog, oi dog.  
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Spring 1  Julia 
Donaldson   

Letter from Zog 
Gruffalo Hunt 

Being brave 
being kind and 
helpful  
Resilience  
Trying our best  
 
 
 

Phonics phase 2  
Captions  
Simple sentences  
Speech bubbles  
Books – Zog  
Georges Dragon 
goes to school  
How to catch a 
dragon  

Real P.e Unit 3  
Movement 
play  
Gross motor 
skills 
Fine motor 
skills – 
threading, 
tweezers, pegs 
boards etc 
handwriting 

Books  
The gruffalo 
Zog 
 
Sentences to 
describe 
characters. 
Finger spaces  
 

Mastery  
Number 6-10  
Number 
bonds to 5  
Addition  
 
3d shape 

Science – room 
on the broom , 
potions and 
experiments. 

The dot story – 
A dot can be 
anything you 
want it to be  
 
Dot art linked to 
famous artists. 
Charanga Music 
Unit 3  

Books Room on the broom, the smartest giant in town, squash and a squeeze, princess and the wizard, Charlie cook’s favourite book. 

Spring 2  Around the 
world  

Airport trip / 
pizza express  

 Similarities and 
differences  
Understanding 
and respecting 
different 
cultures. 
Sharing 
experiences 
about home  

Phonics phase 3  
HF words  
Simple sentences 
and captions  
 

Real P.E Unit 4 
Gross motor 
skills 
Fine motor 
skills ,  
Handwriting 

Books  
Handas 
surprise  
Katie in 
London 
Lily’s  garden 
of india  
 
Non fiction  
Writing 
simple facts  
 

Number 
bonds to 10  
Addition, 
finding 2 
groups  
3 d shapes 

Different 
cultures and 
traditions  
Different foods  
Celebrations 
Countries and 
cities around 
the world based 
on experience  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

African Art 
Weaving  
Charanga Music 
unit 4 
 

Books  Jamil’s clever cat , Non- fiction texts, Paddington in London , Topsy and Tim go to London  
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Summer 1  In the 
Garden  

Rodley Nature 
reserve visit 
Class 
caterpillars 

Caring for living 
things. 
Turning taking, 
solving conflict 

Phonics Phase 3  
Captions , 
sentences and 
questions  
 
 
 
 

Real P.E Unit 5  
Fine motor 
skills  
Handwriting  
 

Books  
 The very 
greedy bee  
Sharing 
 
Non Fiction  
Writing 
simple facts  
Information 
booklets  

Addition by 
counting on  
Subtraction by 
counting back  
Creating 
simple 
patterns  
Length and 
height  

Science – Caring 
for living things  
Life cycles  
Habitats  
Observations of 
plants and 
animals.  
Noticing 
patterns and 
change and 
talking about 
why things 
happen. 
 

Van Gogh 
sunflower art  
 
Matisse – snail 
arts 
 

Books Mad about minibeasts, Jasper’s beanstalk , The ugly bug, Normal the slug with the silly shell.  

Summer 2 Adventures 
at Sea  

Pirate Day  Roles and 
responsibilities  
Turn taking  
Solving conflict  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Phonics – 
Consolidation of 
phase 3  
Phase 4  
Captions , 
sentences and 
questions. Focus on 
spelling of tricky 
words.  
Nonsense words  

Real P.E  
Unit 6  
Fine motor 
skills and 
handwriting 

Books  
Black eyed 
bill ( poem )  
Time for bed 
noisy pirates  
Commotion 
in the ocean  

Doubling and 
halving  
Odds and 
evens  
Weight  
Capacity  
Complex 
petterns 

History – What 
was it like for 
pirates 
Pirate rules, 
pirate jobs.  
Under the sea 
animals, 
habitats and 
environments 

Texture art 
pirate ship using 
different 
materials  

Books : The singing mermaid , Sharing a shell, the snail and the whale, ten little pirates, pirates love underpants. 

 


