
 
 

St Bartholomew’s C of E Primary 
Mathematics Policy  

 
Our Christian Vision 
 
Believe Achieve Respect Together Succeed  

 
B – We believe we will flourish in God’s family. 
A – We know that everyone in St Bart’s can achieve. 
R – We respect everyone in our family.  
T – Together we support and help each other. 
S – As part of God’s family we support everybody to succeed. 

 
Safeguarding 
 

St Bartholomew’s C of E Primary School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of its pupils.  
We believe all staff and visitors have an important and unique role to play in the protection of children. 
 

In this respect, our aims are: 

 To provide a safe and secure environment, which values education and believes in the abilities and 
potential of all children and young people 

 To bring the educational attainments of our children and young people who are looked after nearer to 
those of their peers if there is a gap 

 
Our mathematical intent: 
 

‘Children must hold maths in their hands before they hold it in their head’.  
 

At St Bartholomew’s C of E Primary, we follow the National Curriculum, in ensuring all pupils become: 
 

 Fluent in the fundamentals of mathematics 

 Able to reason mathematically 

 Able to solve problems by applying their mathematical knowledge 

We offer to support and challenge children appropriately, so that they fulfil all curriculum requirements by the time 
that they have finished their primary education.  
We want all children to be prepared for the next step in their academic journey, as well as instilling a love of 
mathematics within all pupils.  
We aim to equip children with all of the essential life skills by the time they leave us, including telling the time, 
paying for items with money, designing and measuring objects and many more. We ensure that the love of maths 
that we foster within children equips them for a range of jobs they may want to one day start, all of which would 
require some level of mathematics to be successful in. We understand the complexities of mathematics in 
secondary school and try to equip our pupils appropriately for this next stage in their education.  
We ensure that our diverse mix of children are submerged into a vocabulary rich curriculum and that all 
mathematical terms and words are understood and applied. 
Finally, we want children to love maths and to look forward to their lessons and see the wider world benefit of the 
subject. 
 
How mathematics is implemented in our school: 
 

The essence of our maths curriculum is based around a Concrete / Pictorial / Abstract approach. 
 
Concrete: Children use a wide range of practical apparatus to support their maths learning. This varies across 
school, but includes the use of counters, base ten, beadstrings, numicon, place value counters and various other 
manipulatives.  
Pictorial: Children use jottings and drawings to help them establish a deep and thorough understanding of numbers 
and mathematical concepts.  
Abstract: Children have the knowledge and understanding underpinning efficient methods to work out calculations 
and more complex problems. The use of this CPA approach ensures learning is engaging to all groups of pupils.  
 
Class teachers are highly encouraged to provide children with various examples of varied fluency. This means that 
children are familiar with lots of different ways of tackling mathematical problems and can choose an appropriate 
method. This is given to the children in practical and pictorial formats to deepen their understanding.  
 
At St Bartholomew’s, children are actively encouraged to collaborate with others to help them succeed with 
mathematical problems. In our lessons, you would see lots of group work and partner discussions. This is one way 



 
that teachers can formatively assess pupils. Formative assessment is at the heart of all that we do within school – 
when used correctly, it establishes future plans and lessons to ensure children grasp core elements of the 
mathematics curriculum.  
 
Children in school are very proud of their maths work, and take great pride in their excellent presentation. Children 
also have a lot of ownership of their work, including self-marking their work where appropriate, although this is also 
checked by a teacher.  
 
Although we strive for all children to grasp all mathematical concepts, we understand that some pupils require 
some additional support. Teachers plan and are adaptive within their teaching. This means during maths lessons, 
a range of enabling and extending questions are always readily available, ensuring all children can access work at 
their level. Sometimes, work needs to be matched closer to certain individuals, but ensures that children are still 
exposed to the high quality mathematical teaching in lessons. Where children have not fully understood what has 
been taught, same day interventions are used to identify and reduce any learning gaps.  
 
Pupils also partake in a daily session called ‘Fluent in 5’. These are a resource for all year groups to use that 
provide them with 5 daily arithmetic questions.  
 
Planning  

School planning is adapted from the White Rose Maths Scheme. This framework sets about the long, medium and 
short term goals in learning and provides structure to the order in which mathematical concepts are taught. Staff 
use this structure and adapt it to their own individual needs of their pupils. Teachers have the flexibility to use 
resources that they feel will make children progress correctly through their maths syllabus. At St Bartholomew’s, 
we trust teachers judgements and ensure their planning is for them to set out and structure how they see fit, whilst 
being mindful of their children. We trust our teachers to plan according to the needs of their class, which may 
require a slight difference in pace from the expectations set out in White Rose Maths.  
 
Early years 

Our early year’s colleagues also teach from the White Rose Maths scheme. All children are taught this in classes, 
which supports their development towards the Early Learning Goals. Maths is also a central part of their provision 
and is very visible in the different areas. Our key aim in the EYFS is to give children a solid grounding in their 
mathematical journeys and ensure they develop a strong understanding of numbers. We also want to instil a love 
of mathematics into children at this young age, so that they go on to enjoy mathematical lessons throughout school.  

Alongside the White Rose Maths scheme, Early years also use ‘Mastering Number’. This a short, daily maths 
session that endeavours to: 

 develop and demonstrate fluent number sense 

 develop a secure understanding of how to build firm mathematical foundations 

 work to develop intentional teaching strategies focused on building fluency in calculation and number 

sense for all children 

 support with the understanding and use of appropriate manipulatives to support the teaching in EYFS. 

KS1 also use ‘Mastering Number’ when needed, to further support number development. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Times tables 
 
The order in which we teach times tables: 

 Autumn 1  Autumn 2  Spring 1  Spring 2  Summer 1  Summer 2 

Year 1  
 
 

Experience of counting in 1s, 2s, 5s and 10s 

Year 2  
 
 

1 x  
0 x  

(1 x) 2 x  10 x  5 x  Revision Revision  

Year 3  
 
 

(2 x) 4 x  (4 x) 8 x  3 x  (3 x) 6 x  (6 x) 12 x  Revision  

Year 4  X 9  X 7  X 11 Squares  Revision Revision and 
multiplication 
check  

Year 5  
 
 

Consolidation and regular rehearsal of facts.  
Links to division. 
Decimal and 10 x, 100 x, 1000 x bigger, e.g. 0.9 x 12 and 120 x 4 

Year 6  
 
 

 
 
Ways to teach times tables: 

 We always start with a real life examples: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Ensuring there is a big emphasis on fact families. If children know 3 x 4 = 12, they also know that 4 x 3 = 

12, 12 divided by 4 is 12, 12 divided by 3 is 4. 

 Ensure the rule of commutativity is taught alongside all times tables 

 The use of visual aids, such as arrays to aid children’s understanding. These should also include real 

life examples of arrays, e.g. donuts in a box, eggs, chocolate boxes, tiled floors.  

 The use of counting sticks to develop rapid recall 

 The promotion and regular use of Times Table Rockstars to aid rapid recall. This includes as home.  

 Regular, daily practise of times tables 

 Times table lessons planned into KS2 class timetables 

 
Inclusion, including SEND and EAL 
‘Same curriculum, different starting point’.  

All pupils are taught in a mixed attainment class and children are grouped effectively to support their learning. 
Where appropriate, pupils are taught from the correct year groups curriculum. However, we understand that some 
pupils, especially those with high level SEND or pupils that have English as an additional language may require 
some extra support. At St Bart’s, we have a clear progression document that allows class teachers to scale back 
learning from their year group to an appropriate age range. This is split into objectives and can be used to generate 
steps leading upwards in the maths curriculum. This forms differentiated work for pupils, so that tasks match their 
ability. Although we use practical apparatus for all children, we understand that pupils who are EAL or with SEND 
may require more practical work to allow them to grasp key concepts.  
Pupils working significantly below where they should be are tracked through statements from previous year groups. 
These allow teachers to track their needs in small and manageable steps, enabling them to make appropriate 
progress. Staff are also used flexibly in classrooms to support all identified groups. This means that SEND and 
EAL pupils access group work facilitated by a mixture of their teacher, teaching assistants and some independent 
tasks. Support staff are also used to provide same day interventions to pupils who require extra support.  
 



 
 
Interventions 

We strongly believe that quality first teaching is the key to children’s mathematical success at St Bart’s, but we are 
also realistic and understand that sometimes, pupils need to study a concept for longer, or in a bit more detail. 
Across school, support staff are used to provide interventions. These are planned in collaboration with class 
teachers, and may be used as a same day intervention, where learning gaps are identified and filled, or an element 
of pre-teaching so that children are taught key vocabulary and concepts before a lesson to allow them to access 
some of the new content. In EYFS, interventions are implemented into areas of provision based on prior knowledge 
and understanding.  
 
We use number stacks as an intervention. This intervention supports children, who are finding grasping a topic 
difficult. This is used as 1:1 intervention or within a small group, where children firstly take an assessment, which 
picks up on the gaps in their mathematical knowledge. From this, we use the intervention, which supplies the school 
with videos and resources that link to each national curriculum step, in order to ensure children are confident within 
their maths knowledge. This takes place 3-4x a week with a member of staff in school. 
 
 
Homework / Home learning  

Children across school (Year 1 - 4) are provided with 1 piece of homework per week from a book at an appropriate 
level. School supplies these, and learning is also reinforced using online platforms, such as TT Rockstars, Numbots 
and Emile. Work is appropriately challenging, but also something they can do at home on their own without the 
need for any resources.  
Year 5 and 6 children use Emile solely as their homework platform. They receive 2 maths homework’s a week: a 
times table homework, and a maths homework based on the learning from that work. This readies them for high 
school, and gets them into good habits, preparing them for their next step in their education. 
 
Children in EYFS and KS1 take it in turns to take home a maths rucksack to promote number facts at home and 
support parental engagement. These include games to promote number at a suitable level. Parents are invited to 
send in pictures to the website to celebrate games played at home.  
 
Presentation expectations 

Children in KS1 and KS2 use books with squared paper inside to support their presentation further.  
The following expectations are used across school to ensure a consistent approach to how work is presented:  

 One number per square 

 Short date and aim/title underlined with a ruler 

 Maths pages folded and work is completed down one side (where appropriate full pages may be used) 

 Worksheets are permitted, but only if essential to the learning – if children can write their own work into 

books, then they should.  

 Green pen to self-mark 

 Use of rulers for drawing lines / graphs etc. 

In our EYFS, there is a strong emphasis on correct number formation. Nursery and Reception prepare children to 
be able to follow the correct presentation expectations in KS1.  
 
Resource and resource management  

Maths resources are stored in various ways across school. The school has purchased a lot of shared resources, 
which are stored in the year 5/6 area upstairs. This area has a vast range of resources that class teachers can 
borrow and return daily. These resources are audited and monitored appropriately by subject leaders. There are 
other resources that the school has purchased that are kept in classes, as they are used frequently. Classes have 
their own store of age appropriate resources, such as place value counters, base ten, ten frames, etc. As a school, 
we have spent a lot of money on resources and have high expectations for how the children use and look after 
them.  
 
What is the impact? 
Assessment 

Pupils in EYFS are tracked using the ‘EYFS Development Matters framework’. Pupils in years 1 – 6 use 
assessment statements linked to the curriculum from our online system ‘Sonar’ 
 
The White Rose Maths scheme also provides additional tests that can be used to test which knowledge has been 
learned and retained. Children are tested at the end of each block of learning, as well as at the end of each term, 
based on the content they have learned. These support teachers future plans of which areas can be covered during 
consolidation weeks. Both testing and assessment sheets are used in collaboration with teachers judgements to 
provide children with an assessment level, which we input and report on Sonar. These allows children’s progress 
to be tracked and monitored throughout school.  
 



 
Alongside this, we use Testbase and Mathsbot as a tool to test and practice children’s arithmetic and reasoning 
and problem solving skills. From these websites, we can collate information, create worksheets and support 
children either in lessons, or as interventions. 
 

At St Bartholomew’s, we also use data from statutory tests, including the Reception Baseline, SATs and the year 
4 times table check to formulate actions to best support our pupils.  
 
Monitoring  

The senior leadership team and maths leaders are involved in the monitoring of mathematics across school. This 
involves a yearly lesson observation, as well as more informal learning walks and visits to classrooms. During these 
visit and observations, pupils are spoken to and maths work books are looked at. This is then generated into a 
report which helps identify strengths in our mathematics teachers, as well as actions for the development.  
 
Roles and responsibilities: 
Subject leaders: 

- Ensure curriculum is cohesive and coherent.  

- Ensure policies are created and adhered to.  

- Support teachers in planning and teaching of maths. 

- Lead by example in the way their teach mathematics.  

- Prepare, organise and lead training. 

- Support SLT in the monitoring of mathematics. 

- Attend and disseminate training and updates about maths teaching and learning.  

- Have an understanding of how assessment feeds into future actions.  

- Be accountable for resources and resource management in school. 

Teachers: 

- To plan effectively to provide opportunities for pupils to become fluent in mathematics, reason and 
problem solve.  

- To deliver a daily maths lesson which is engaging for all pupils.  
- To differentiate to support a wide range of abilities appropriately. 

- To assess pupils effectively to understand pupils next steps.  
- To inform parents of children’s strengths and areas for development.  
- Ensure effective teaching and learning.  

 
Pupils: 

- Try their best in maths and develop their own confidence in the subject.  

- Be engaged in all their lessons. 

- Behave appropriately to support their own learning.  

- To complete work to an appropriate standard.  

- To ask for help when needed.  

Parents: 

- To support the learning of maths by taking an interest in their child’s progress. 

- To provide encouragement to support with any maths homework or home learning activities they 

receive. 

- To sustain good relationships with the class teacher to improve educational outcomes for pupils.  
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