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Year 1 to year 6 curriculum Literacy Overview 2026-2027 
 

 Writing to Entertain 
 
 
 
 
 

Writing to inform Writing to Persuade Writing to discuss 

Year 1 & 2 Story (including retells) 
Descriptions  

Poetry 

Recount 
Letters 

Instruction 

Letter   

Year 3 & 4 Narrative 
Description  

Poetry 
Character/Settings 

Explanation 
Recount 
Letters 

Biography 
Newspaper Articles 

Advertising 
Letter 

Speech 
Poster 

Review 

Year 5 & 6 Narrative 
Descriptions  

Poetry 
Characters/Settings 

Reports 
Recounts 
Biography 

Newspaper Articles 
Essay 

Advertising 
Letter  

Speech  
Campaign 

Balanced argument 
Newspaper Articles 

Review 
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YEAR 1 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Y1 
Literacy 
(writing) 

Labels and lists  
 
Instructions – linked to DT 
 
Traditional and fairy tales: incorporate 
character descriptions. 
 
Poetry: Pattern and Rhyme: 
onomatopoeia/alliteration 
 
Nursery rhymes (performance) 

Stories about fantasy worlds/other cultures (South 
American)  include focus on setting descriptions. 
 
Instructions: cup of tea, sandwich (age appropriate) 
 
Acrostic Poems on a theme – linked to topic/poem 
 
Nursery rhymes (performance) 
 

Stories about fantasy worlds/other cultures  
 
Letters/ invitations for persuasion  
 
Recount 
 
Traditional and fairy tales: incorporate character 
and setting description 
 
Poetry using senses 
 

Y1 
Grammar 

• Finger Spaces  

• Capital letters and lower case letters  

• Capital letters at start of a sentence  

• Capital Letters and Full stops  

• Personal pronouns for ‘I’  

• Verbs  

• Capital letters for people places and 
names  

• Noun suffixes -s 

• Joining clauses using ‘and’  

• Writing sentences  
 

• Past and Present Verbs  

• Suffixes -ed   

• Suffixes -ing  

• Joining clauses using ‘and’  

• Capital letters for days of the week  

• Plural Nouns  

• Question marks  
• Sequencing sentences   

 
 

• Singular nouns  

• Compound nouns  

• Noun suffixes -es 

• Exclamation marks  

• Prefix -un  

• Writing question sentences  

• Writing exclamation sentences 
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Y1 Oracy 
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Y1 
Spelling  
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Year 2 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Y2 Literacy 
(writing) 

Traditional and fairy tales: incorporate 
character and setting description 
 
Instructions: fruit salad, snakes and ladders, 
ect (age appropriate) 
 
Letter to inform  
 
Poems on a theme - linked to topic/poem 
Concrete poem 
 
  

Different stories by the same author moving onto 
extended stories (significant authors) 
 
Letter to Persuade 
 
Recount - school trip/visitor in school  
 
Pattern and Rhyme: classic humorous poems 
/nursery rhymes 
 
 

Stories with familiar settings/personal experiences 
 
Recount - school trip/visitor in school 
 
Letter for Persuasion  
 
Instruction 
 
 Poetry Using the senses 
 

Y2 
Grammar 

• Nouns- place, person, things 

• Vowels and Consonants 

• Demarcating Sentences 

• Functions of sentences- Statements  

• Functions of sentences- Exclamation  

• Types of sentences- statement, 
commands, exclamation, question. 

• Commas in lists 

• Punctuating sentences- . ! ? 

• Adjectives 

• Compound words 

• Adjectives with -er and -est 

• Subordination- when, because, if 
 

• Noun phrases 

• Homophones Forming nouns using -ness 

• Adjectives using -ful and -less 

• Questions and commands 

• Verbs 

• Singular and plural  

• Adverbs with -ly 

• Changing adjectives into adverbs 

• Past and Present tense 

• Adverbs 

• Word classes 

• Coordinating conjunctions- and, or, but 

• Apostrophes for possession 

• Past and Present tense 

• Recapping pronouns 

• Forming nouns using -er 

• Apostrophes for contractions 

• Uplevelling sentences 

Y2 Oracy  
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Y2 Spelling  
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Year 3 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Y3 Literacy 
(writing) 

Myths and Legends: incorporate character and 
setting description (link to tales of ancient Britain 
and link forward to Greek myths 
 
Chronological Reports: biography link back to 
explorers and Mary Seacole) 
 
Chronological Reports: newspaper article ((link to 
previous topic new explorers) 
 
Persuasive poster  
 
Performance poetry/Nonsense poem  
E.g. Jabberwocky 
 
Review  

Narrative: Adventure and mystery including 
setting descriptions 
 
 
Letters: formal/informal non-persuasive to inform. 
 
Recount  
 
Letter to persuade (link to forward to climate 
change and deforestation in Amazon)  
 
Poems with imagery (free verse poetry) 
E.g. If I had wings Pie Corbett 
 

Narrative incorporating setting/ character descriptions  
 
Explanation text 
 
Persuasive speech (Link to climate change and deforestation) 
 
Persuasive advert 
 
Performance poetry (limerick)  
 

Y3 Grammar • Nouns and pronouns for clarity 

• Consonants and vowels 

• Suffixes -ly 

• Past tense 

• Subordinate clauses 

• Adjectives 

• ‘a’ or ‘an’ 

• Prefixes: super- anti- auto- 

• Present tense 

• Apostrophes for contractions 

• Apostrophes for possession  

• Verbs 

• Compound nouns 

• paragraphs 

• Prefixes: dis- mis- un- 

• Subordinating conjunctions 

• Inverted commas 

• Adverbs- time, place and clause 

• Prefix: -in 

• Suffixes: -ation 

• Coordinating conjunctions 
 

• Prepositions 

• Prefixes: re- sub- inter- 

• Suffixes beginning with vowels 

• Time conjunctions 

• Paragraphs 

• Homophones 

• Suffixes: -ous 

• Word families  

• Place and cause conjunctions 
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Y3 Oracy  
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Y3 Spelling  
 

 



 

10 
 

Year 4 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Y4 Literacy 
(writing) 

Stories with a historical setting: incorporate character 
and setting description. Link forward to ancient Rome 
ans Boudica 
 
Stories set in an imaginary world: incorporate 
character and setting description 
 
Journalistic writing: newspaper articles 
 
Letter to inform 
 
Adverting to persuade- using poster form 
 
Performance Poetry 

Stories which raise issues or dilemmas 
incorporating descriptions of characters and 
settings 
 
Non-chronological Reports: explanation texts (link 
to Myan’s 
 
Biography (linked to Black history unit on Nelson 
Mandela) 
 
Persuasive writing: advert 
 
Speech link to Black history topic on Nelson 
Madela 
 
Poems with imagery (kenning poem) 

Stories from other cultures (South American,/African tales 
folk tales)  
 
Stories which raise issues or dilemmas 
 
Letter to persuade – link to Geography topic rubbish in 
oceans. 
 
Recount  
 
Review  
 
Haiku poem linked with other subjects  
 

Y4 Grammar  • Singular and plural nouns 

• Pronouns 

• Compound words 

• Standard english  

• Adverbs to express time and clause 

• Commas 

• Possessive pronouns 

• Plurals and possive ‘s’ 

• Preposition to express time and clause 

• Fronted adverbials 

• Adjectives 

• Homophones 

• Commas after fronted adverbials 

• Expanses nouns phrases 

• Determiners 

• Word classes 

• Prepositional phrases  

• Verb tenses- present  

• Inverted commas (Speech) 

• Verb inflections e.g. did/done 

• Conjunctions to express time and clause  

• Suffixes 

• Possessive apostrophes  

• Paragraphs 

• Verb tenses- past 

• Prefixes 

• Plural possessive apostrophes 

• Subordinate clauses 
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Y4 Oracy  
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Y4 Spelling  
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Year 5 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Y5 Literacy 
(writing) 

Fables, Myths, Legends and cultural stories: 
incorporate character and setting description. (link to 
south America/Ancient Greece/Roman and Britain, 
Africa tales)  
 
Suspense/action writing: incorporate character and 
setting description, dialogue, show not tell to create 
atmosphere 
 
Detailed instructions’ potions/rules of sport  
 
Non-chronological Reports: explanation texts (link to 
History and Geog topic) 
 
Persuasive writing: letters (formal and informal) 
 
Poetic Style: figurative language/imagery 
Narrative/classic Poetry: E.g. Highwayman 
 

Play scripts 
Suspense/action writing: incorporate character and 
setting description, dialogue, show not tell to create 
atmosphere 
 
Persuasive writing: advertising  
 
Persuasive poster 
 
Journalistic writing – newspaper article  
 
Writing to inform- letter  
 
Biography 
 
Narrative/classic Poetry: E.g. The sea is a hungry dog 
James Reeves 
 
Review  

Fables, Myths, Legends and cultural stories: incorporate 
character and setting description. King Arthur/Greek 
myth 
 
Suspense/action /adventure: incorporate character and 
setting description, dialogue, show not tell to create 
atmosphere. Cliff hangers 
 
 
Journalistic writing- Recount  
 
Journalistic writing – newspapers 
 
Persuasive speech 
 
Performance poetry (limericks and famous Sonnets)  
 
Creating a balanced argument  

Y5 Grammar • Proper nouns  

• Adverbs of possibility 

• Converting nouns and adjectives into verbs- 
Suffixes: -ate, -ise, -ify  

• Past and present progressive  

• Present perfect  

• Possessive plural and apostrophe 

• Adverbs 

• Modal verbs (degrees of possibilities) 

• Verb prefixes: dis-, de-, mis-, over-, re- 

• Verb inflections and standard english – ‘to be’ 

• Using inverted commas   

• Prepositions 

• More prefixes: im-, in-, ir-, il- 

• Coordinating conjunctions 

• Using inverted commas 

• Parenthesis – brackets 

• Commas for meanings and clarity 

• Subordinating conjunctions 

• Determiners 

• Suffixes -fer 

• Linking paragraphs with adverbials 

• Direct and indirect speech  

• Pronouns and possessive pronouns 

• Word families 

• Subordinate clauses 

• Parenthesis – commas 

• Homophones 

• Adverbials/ fronted adverbials 

• Relative clauses 

• Parenthesis- dashes 
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Y5 Oracy   
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Y5 Spelling  
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Year 6 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Y6 Literacy 
(writing) 

In year six a differing genre should be visited fortnightly and further exposure should be carried out through weekly reading comprehension lessons. These will be based on 
the following categories for writing:  
 

 Writing to Entertain Writing to inform Writing to 
Persuade 

Writing to discuss 

Year  6 Narrative 
Descriptions  

Poetry 
Characters/Settings 

Reports 
Recounts 
Biography 

Newspaper Articles 
Essay 

Advertising 
Letter  

Speech  
Campaign 

Balanced 
argument 

Newspaper 
Articles 
Review 

 

Y6 Grammar • Noun phrases 

• Modal verbs 

• Subjunctive mood 

• Suffixes- nouns and adjectives to verbs 

• Relative clauses 

• Commas 

• Pronouns and possessive pronouns 

• Adverbs to show frequency 

• Prefixes 

• Colons in lists  

• Subordinating conjunctions and clauses 

• Synonyms and antonyms 

• Adverbs to show possibility 

• Root words 

• Hyphens 

• Coordinating conjunctions 

• Subject and object 

• Hyphenated compound words bullet points  

• Perfect form of very to mark relationship of time and cause  

• Bullet points 

• Direct and reported speech 

• Active and passive 

• Semi-colons, colons and dashes to mark clauses 

• Formal and informal speech 

• Verb tenses 

• Parenthesis- brackets, commas and dashes 
 

Grammar to be taught across the year- alongside continual retrieval of previous learnt SPaG in all year groups.  
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Y6 Oracy  
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Y6 Spelling  

 


