[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]St Bede's




ST. BEDE’S PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Policy for History: Y1-6

The context of our school

We are one and a half entry school, part of the Bishop Hogarth Catholic Education Trust. We have 15.2% pupil premium. It is essential that our approach to teaching phonics and reading is accessible to all learners, regardless of background.

Trust Vision 

Our schools will be places of excellence – providing service and witness to children, their families and the wider Catholic community, adding value as a family of schools and enriching the learning and experience of all our young people so they may achieve their full potential.

Mission statement

Love one another as I have loved you.

John 13: 34-35  
Our mission statement roots the life of the school in the person of Christ and the teaching of the Catholic Church. In living out our mission statement, St Bede’s will:

· Assist the Church in making Christ known to all people.

· Assist parents, who are the primary educators of their children, in the education and religious formation of their children.

· Be at the service of the local Church – the diocese, the parish and the Christian home.

· Be a service to society.
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Our Virtues

By sharing in the values of Bishop Hogarth Catholic Education Trust, the St Bede’s community recognises the worth of individuals, responding with kindness and challenging prejudice, stereotyping and discrimination.

Respect for others and themselves, recognising that we are all created in the image of God and Self-belief in their character and their ability to achieve their goals and aspirations.

Compassion towards others, especially the vulnerable, promoting justice in their college community, local community and beyond.

Confidence in their own abilities, knowing that their talents are gifts from God and Resilience to persevere when things become difficult.

Honesty in regards to the world around them and themselves and to take Responsibility for the time we may fall short of the mark.

St Bede’s Vision and aims for History:
‘We are not the makers of history. We are made of history’
At St. Bede’s, we believe that a rich, high-quality and immersive history education will assist our children in developing a coherent knowledge and understanding of British, European and world history and of Britain’s key position in it, whilst developing their own individual sense of identity and cultural heritage. 
We want our children to experience exciting and memorable History lessons, so that they can progress in their knowledge and understanding of the subject and leave our schools as confident and historically literate young people, with a deeply embedded love of and passion for History. 
St Bede’s Culture for History.

Our culture aims for

· Inspiring History lessons that develop pupils knowledge and understanding of British, European & world history.

· A diverse curriculum that allows pupils to develop their own individual sense of identity and cultural heritage.

· High expectations of learning, behaviour and use of historical vocabulary. 

· A low stakes, high challenge, high impact approach to learning.

· A range of enrichment opportunities within the local area to ‘get children out of the classroom’ and developing their cultural & historical capital.
Statement of Intent

The Statement of Intent of St. Bede’s School is to create an environment which nurtures the whole child, allowing for each individual’s potential, giving him/her a framework for living where sound relationships can be established and where everyone has dignity, and is valued. To ensure that the curriculum provides opportunity for growth through the acquisition of skills and knowledge in Catholic setting

This document is a statement of the aims, principles and strategies for teaching and learning of History at St Bede’s Primary School. It has been devised through a process of consultation with all members of staff. The policy is for information to staff and all others working within the school. It will ensure effective communication between staff and with governors, parents and other schools.

This policy will be reviewed annually as an integral part of the School Development Plan.
History is all around us: in our families with their unique backgrounds, cultures and traditions and in our local and wider communities. Our intent, when teaching history, is to stimulate pupil’s curiosity about the past, and to develop their knowledge, skills and understanding of why people interpret the past in different ways. 

We aim to offer a high-quality history education that will: 

( help pupils develop a passion for learning and gain a coherent knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past and that of the wider world, establishing a clear chronological narrative from the earliest times to the present day: how people’s lives have shaped this nation and how Britain has influenced and been influenced by the wider world. 

( know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world: the nature of ancient civilisations; the expansion and dissolution of empires; characteristic features of past non-European societies; achievements and follies of mankind. 

( gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of key conceptual (golden) threads including: society, settlement, empire, power & democracy, beliefs, conflict and local significance. 

( understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, difference and significance, and use them to make connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame historically-valid questions and create their own structured accounts, including written narratives and analyses. 

( understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used to make historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past have been constructed. 

( gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different contexts, understanding the connections between local, regional, national and international history; between cultural, economic, military, political, religious and social history; and between short- and long-term timescales
Implementation.
As a school within Bishop Hogarth Catholic Education Trust, we teach a scheme of work designed by a transition team of our primary school staff working with subject specialists from our secondary schools. This means our curriculum has been designed to ensure clear progression, in the acquisition of knowledge and key skills, building on pupils’ prior learning. We teach termly, discrete topics for all pupils from Year 1 to Year 6. The curriculum units of work have clearly identified minimum knowledge ‘end points,’ and have been sequenced to ensure that pupils know more and remember more as they move through primary school and transfer into KS3. Our curriculum covers the National Curriculum and is underpinned by the building blocks of History (Threshold Concepts) which are emphasised and reinforced in the History curriculum across our schools from KS1 to KS5:
1. Developing chronological understanding 

2. Communicating History 

3. Investigating the Past 

4. Thinking like a Historian 

Each unit of work has a clear rationale, key topic vocabulary, builds on pupils’ prior learning and defines the minimum knowledge and skills (end points) that pupils will learn. Assessment strands in topics give pupils the opportunity to demonstrate their learning and the knowledge companions that we call ‘Learn it! Link It!’ help pupils to remember the key elements of the topic. This helps pupil organise their learning into relevant areas and make links to other areas and subjects. Conceptual (golden) threads of History are woven through our curriculum to ensure consistency, add focus and promote purposeful learning. Topics and units lay out sequential components of learning which equates to 8-10 hours of teaching. The content of the curriculum is not reduced for SEND pupils apart from in exceptional circumstances. Instead, teachers adapt how it is delivered so that they progress through the curriculum.
Key Stage 1 

All pupils are taught about: 

( Changes within living memory: Toys through Time. 

( Events beyond living memory that have a national significance: Gunpowder Plot, Great Fire of London 

( The lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and international achievements: Women in History, Explorers 

( Some topics compare aspects of life in different periods: Women in History, Comparing Queens, Explorers 

( Significant historical events, people and places in their own locality. 

Key Stage 2 
All pupils are taught about: 
( Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements and their influence on the western world 
( Ancient Egypt- the achievements of the earliest civilizations 
( Changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age 
( The Roman Empire and its impact on Britain 
( Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots 
( The Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England to the time of Edward the Confessor 
( A non-European society that provides contrasts with British history –early Islamic civilization, Mayan civilization
( The study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066* 
*For the aspect or theme of British History, we have selected to teach pupil about:
( Henry VIII and the Reformation 
( The Changing Power of the Monarchy; from absolute rule to constitutional rule 
( Conflict through Time 
( Crime and Punishment 
( Victorian Britain and the Industrial Revolution, including the development of the railways.
Lesson Design

History lessons at St. Bede’s will contain these four elements: 

Retrieval 

Pupils will recap prior knowledge and learnt vocabulary, referring to the ‘Learn it Link it’ document for each unit of work. Examples of retrieval activities could include short quizzes, partner talk, paragraph with missing key words etc. 

Explanation 

Teachers share subject material in a range of ways, for example, through reading historical sources, information PPTs, video, collaborative discussion etc. Historically accurate and appropriate vocabulary is used throughout. Explanations are linked back to prior learning both within and between topics. 

Practice 

Suitable varied and purposefully sequenced tasks provide pupils with the opportunity to demonstrate their historical learning. Appropriate challenge and support is provided so that all children can demonstrate their historical understanding. Historical writing tasks maintain integrity of the subject whilst providing children with a variety of ways to demonstrate their learning. 

Review 

Responses of all pupils are checked. Systematic feedback is given
Curriculum Sequence 

We have chosen to sequence the curriculum over a two-year rolling cycle. We will ensure that knowledge and progression for all pupils, including those in mixed-age classes, is planned for, and review and update our sequence on a yearly basis as required - based on these changing groupings. Each topic includes a knowledge retention/recap element so that we build on prior learning. Pupils take an assessed task in each unit which draws on their learning and vocabulary. 

SEND & Equal access to learning.

How are we providing an ambitious curriculum for all pupils, including SEND, allowing them all to make progress from their individual starting points? 
We need to be ambitious about what our children with SEN can achieve and not believe their ability is ‘fixed’ for every subject. While we should take into consideration their barriers to learning, we shouldn't let these limit their opportunities - just because they find reading difficult, it doesn't mean that they won’t be able to interpret Ancient Egyptian hieroglyphics or read a map.
Equal access - How are we adapting each subject in order to help all pupils, including those with SEND, to make progress from their starting point?
· A spiral curriculum (revisit and revise) - Each lesson begins with a recap of facts and key vocabulary from prior sessions. This will give children with SEN more time and opportunities to understand the concepts and vital knowledge they need to access the learning. 

· Child friendly, adapted knowledge organisers to be supplied to SEN children to keep in their history books for reference throughout. This will help to remind them of key vocabulary.

· Children to work in mixed ability groups with teacher/TA overseeing groups and offering assistance when required. 

· Check in - For children with SEN, a history lesson can be overwhelming with all the new information they are given as well as trying to comprehend ideas that may be new to them. TA/teacher will check in with these children throughout the lesson, discussing what they do understand and explaining any language, facts or ideas they are finding challenging.  

Classroom displays / working walls are used as visual prompts; they include facts, images, key vocabulary and child friendly definitions. We refer to these regularly and encourage children with SEN to use these if they are unsure in lessons.
Impact 

When pupils leave our school, pupil will know more, remember more and understand more about History. They will have developed a secure knowledge and understanding of people, events and contexts from the historical periods covered and developed the ability to think and write like a historian. 

The outcomes in History books evidence a broad and balanced history curriculum and demonstrate the pupil’s acquisition of key knowledge and topic ‘end points.’ 

The majority of pupil will achieve age related expectations in History and clear progress will be evident in their topic work and in topic-assessed tasks. 

Pupils will have firm foundations in their History education, and are well-placed to make good progress at Key Stage 3.
Statutory Requirements of the National Curriculum for History 
By the end of each key stage, pupils are expected to know, apply and understand the matters, 

skills and processes specified in the relevant programme of study. Schools are not required by 

law to teach the example content in [square brackets] or the content indicated as being ‘non-statutory’.

Subject Content
Key stage 1
Pupils should develop an awareness of the past, using common words and phrases relating to the passing of time. They should know where the people and events they study fit within a chronological framework and identify similarities and differences between ways of life in different periods. They should use a wide vocabulary of everyday historical terms. They should ask and answer questions, choosing and using parts of stories and other sources to show that they know and understand key features of events. They should understand some of the ways in which we find out about the past and identify different ways in which it is represented. In planning to ensure the progression described above through teaching about the people, events and changes outlined below, teachers are often introducing pupils to historical periods that they will study more fully at key stages 2 and 3.

Pupils should be taught about: 

· Changes within living memory. 

- Where appropriate, these should be used to reveal aspects of change in national 

Life
· Events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally 

- [for example, the Great Fire of London, the first aeroplane flight or events 

commemorated through festivals or anniversaries]

· The lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and 

international achievements. Some should be used to compare aspects of life in 

different periods - [for example, Elizabeth I and Queen Victoria, Christopher Columbus and Neil 

Armstrong, William Caxton and Tim Berners-Lee, Pieter Bruegel the Elder and LS 

Lowry, Rosa Parks and Emily Davison, Mary Seacole and/or Florence Nightingale 

and Edith Cavell]
· Significant historical events, people and places in their own locality.

Key stage 2

Pupils should continue to develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British, local and world history, establishing clear narratives within and across the periods they study. They should note connections, contrasts and trends over time and develop the appropriate use of historical terms. They should regularly address and sometimes devise historically valid questions about change, cause, similarity and difference, and significance.  They should construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and organisation of relevant historical information. They should understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources. In planning to ensure the progression described above through teaching the British, local and world history outlined below, teachers should combine overview and depth studies to help pupils understand both the long arc of development and the complexity of specific aspects of the content.
Pupils should be taught about:

· Changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age 

Examples (non-statutory) This could include: 

- Late Neolithic hunter-gatherers and early farmers, for example, Skara Brae

- Bronze Age religion, technology and travel, for example, Stonehenge

- Iron Age hill forts: tribal kingdoms, farming, art and culture 

· The Roman Empire and its impact on Britain

Examples (non-statutory) This could include:

- Julius Caesar’s attempted invasion in 55-54 BC

- The Roman Empire by AD 42 and the power of its army

- Successful invasion by Claudius and conquest, including Hadrian’s Wall

- British resistance, for example, Boudica

- ‘Romanisation’ of Britain: sites such as Caerwent and the impact of technology, 

culture and beliefs, including early Christianity

· Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots

Examples (non-statutory) This could include:

- Roman withdrawal from Britain in c. AD 410 and the fall of the western Roman 

Empire

- Scots invasions from Ireland to north Britain (now Scotland)

- Anglo-Saxon invasions, settlements and kingdoms: place names and village life

- Anglo-Saxon art and culture 

- Christian conversion – Canterbury, Iona and Lindisfarne 

· The Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England to the time of Edward 

the Confessor

Examples (non-statutory) This could include:

- Viking raids and invasion

- Resistance by Alfred the Great and Athelstan, first king of England

- Further Viking invasions and Danegeld

- Anglo-Saxon laws and justice

- Edward the Confessor and his death in 1066

· A local history study

Examples (non-statutory)

- A depth study linked to one of the British areas of study listed above

- A study over time tracing how several aspects of national history are reflected in 

the locality (this can go beyond 1066)

- A study of an aspect of history or a site dating from a period beyond 1066 that is 

significant in the locality.

· A study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological 

knowledge beyond 1066

Examples (non-statutory)

- The changing power of monarchs using case studies such as John, Anne and Victoria

- Changes in an aspect of social history, such as crime and punishment from the 

Anglo-Saxons to the present or leisure and entertainment in the 20th Century

- The legacy of Greek or Roman culture (art, architecture or literature) on later 

periods in British history, including the present day

- A significant turning point in British history, for example, the first railways or the 

Battle of Britain

· The achievements of the earliest civilizations – an overview of where and when the first 

civilizations appeared and a depth study of one of the following: 

- Ancient Sumer

- The Indus Valley

- Ancient Egypt

- The Shang Dynasty of Ancient China

· Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements and their influence on the 

western world 
· A non-European society that provides contrasts with British history – one study chosen 

from: 

- early Islamic civilization, including a study of Baghdad c. AD 900

- Mayan civilization c. AD 900

- Benin (West Africa) c. AD 900-1300
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