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Welcome to St Bede s..

Attendance up to 13/12/24
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Tuesday 17th Dec
Visit from Santa
Wednesday 18th Dec
Christmas Pantomime
Thursday 19th Dec
e EYFS & KS1 Christmas Party
e Christmas Dinner & Christmas
Jumper Day
Friday 20th Dec
e KS2 Carols in church (am)

You can now view our latest
curriculum newsletters, RE
Maths and English, on our

school website

e KS1 & EY Carols in school (am) https://stbedesdarlington.bhc

e Advent Market (pm) et.org.uk/curriculum/subjects
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Don't forget you can view our school calendar any time on our school website
https.//stbedesdarlington.bhcet.org.uk/school-calendar



https://stbedesdarlington.bhcet.org.uk/school-calendar
https://stbedesdarlington.bhcet.org.uk/curriculum/subjects
https://stbedesdarlington.bhcet.org.uk/curriculum/subjects

What Parents & Carers Need to Know about &

SETTING UP APPS, GAMES

e  AND SOFTWARE

Millians of new phones, tablets, laptops and games consoles

be nestling under Christmas trees this

year. Howewver, even if parents and carers have gone to the trouble of setting up these new devices and

enabling th
children will want to |

ulct]r features

, there are still potential hazards in the apps, games
stall and usze. Knowing what to look for and discussing those risks

fd soltware that
ith your child

may help avoid any nasty surprises this Christmas. Here are our top tips for ensuring that unwrapping

this -,,-nar

it o
ruputgbln downleod stores
& age rating at the point of
and you can check the B-I.IIIGNIT%! -
“of -: ;pn-..lrln.. tithe your child wants to ploy o
videostandards.arg.uk/ RatingBoard games.

‘FREE’ ISN'T ALWAYS FR'EE

The garnes mdarket has changed
radically In recent years. Man
titles are Iree 1o downlood, but the
tempt players mpwi for cosmetic
Iteme (as m Fortnite) or to unl
additional content. There can ba h
Faerprm:s ure for children to pay for
temss, Agres a budget for In—game
purchases belore the game |8 dewnloaded,
and make sure children can't autherise
In—game pur

rva-.s:a

aees by themselves.,

DISABLE IN-APP PURCHASING

It's mot wise to leave children
with devices that can make (’f’
In— upf purchases without your £
permission. Ideally, sat up computers, [
congoles and phones 8o child accounts
need an adult's autherisatien to hu-,-
anything. On Pads,
whlch don't allo
ettings to ansure that in— -:pp

P haging requires the o

olders password, fingerprint or foce 1D
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APPS ARE AGE RATED, TOO

Like gomes, opps in the major stores hove
|:| ¢ ratings, too — so you can se advance
ther an app's upPrnprI-:I!e for your child.
A.I:'dil-lnl'll:illf. phones’ parental control settings
:ilnwgrnu to set age limits, preventing young ones
from downloading unsuitable apps themselves,
These ratings aren’t infallible, however: we've seen
TV apps featuring adult shows with an age rating
of 3, for example.
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CONSIDER STORAGE

Mozt apps and games will tell you in

the online store how much space they need

on o device. Check this carefully — espacially

with games, which can run inte hundreds of
megabytes and beyond. i you don't have anough
free storage on a device to run the game or dpp,
you won't get a refund from the store. You can
normally check a device's available storage space
through the settings menu.

LEGAL APPS THAT BREAK THELAW  \ IN-APP REGISTRATION

) = that are pe agal but
egal activity — streaming apps which let

le walch featball matches, say, withaut paying
crr iky oF BT Sport, Prosecution Tor Usin
I& rare, but they can lead o risky behavieur like
viewing m?ue streams on sites leeming
with malicious links. Watch lor children
installing unusual apps with ‘T
‘stream’ or 'spert’ In the name,

such apps —

o th
) at risk of having t

It's cammen lor -:Fpa and garnes to

8 to register &nlerung persanal

like &m d date of birth and
o ht not want your child

e divulge. Ask them to get rcrur permission
h-e are giving any personal info to an app — and

using your details rather than the child's,

& nat Iur‘,f!&t-s-d by marketing spam of put

elr data stolen.
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PFE;EI‘II‘ doesn't unleash any unupe:te-ﬂ dﬂﬁgtr...

CHECK THE SPECS

To avoid let-downs, check a
game's specs before buying —
aspec ar PG ar Moac, where
games often need a particular
raphics chip or processor to work.
es like systemrequirementslob.com
n scan your computer to see if it v
un certain games properly. On conso
‘ make sure you're buying the right version:
some newer Xbox or 1'Flr.|',-5'l:|:|t|v|:-n games
won’t play on older consoles.

Vsice chat with friends is part

aof the fun of medern gamin

but danger lurks here too. Many

titles have open chat systems,

meaning that children could speak to
strangers or hear adult I-:mqunqe and

| verbal abusze when games get
rurllculml'p competitive. Using a shared
amily area (as opposed ta alons in
bedroome) for anline gaming is a good
way to keep an cccasional ear on what's
Being said.

BE WARY OF GIFTS

Titles like Roblox, Minecraft and
, which can be earned through
% in tha gama — bu
t with real manay. A o
cam |s for o young player to ba
offered currancy if hﬂf{- ck @ link, visit
a cartain site or contact
directly, Warn your child h
offars; thaLsnould show you if they're
in un',.l doubt over an in-gama gift

WATCH OUT FOR IMITATORS

Even in the official stores, untrustworthy

rogue apps can slip through the net.

Cammon tricks aré apps or games that have

a slightly different name to the genuine article
(Farfnight rather than Fortnite, for instance) or
use legos which deliberately look very similar to
the afficial app. To aveid dewnloading thess
imitations, read the o) .[" ‘s description and check
whe the publisher ed as.

STAY UPDATED

Mozt games and apps are subject ta regular
updabes, which nol enly offer new content and
features but alzo provide eritical security
Iimpravemen cnlldran tend ta ignere such
updates — usu llt uge they don't

understand why they're impartant, or they ay h-u..
slmply want ta get stralght en with gaming.
Check your child’s devices periadically to
make sure these updates are being installed.
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The children were delighted to
receive a visit from Santa today!

It was wonderful to see so many
of our St Bede's families at
church for Bambinelli Sunday.

The children enjoyed bringing in
their baby Jesus figures from
their homes to be blessed by

Father Kevin, making the
connection between their
nativity set at home and the
church where they worship each
weekend.

Tuesday 7th Jan
Back to school

Wednesday 8th Jan
Year 6 SATS Meeling
3.15pm

Monday 13th Jan
SATS Boosters Start 3.10 -
415




