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Mon 28" Sep
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e Y6 Class Assembly
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At National Online Safety we believe in empowering parents, carers and trusted adults with the information they need to hold an informed conversation about online safety with their children, should they
feel it is needed. This guide focuses on one platform of many which we believe trusted adults should be aware of. Please visit www.nationalonlinesafety.com for further guides, hints and tips for adults.

Since the dawn of video games there have been questions asked about their potential link to violent or disruptive behaviour in people, and in particular, young
people. These questions certainly haven't been without merit; violent content and graphics seemingly get more and more common as technology progresses. But
what's the truth when it comes to the science? Thankfully, in today’s age we actually have a much more solid idea of what the link between the two looks like, and
whether or not we should be concerned. In this guide, we'll look at the arguments both for and against the idea that video games cause violent behaviour.
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mean it's dangerous.
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| Asstudiesinto whether video games make people violent become more common, we've =
Many parents notice an increase in 'Ihdryoung omfsangarorag itation after playing a come to understand a great many things about how the processes and measuring the |
video game. This Is very go that video games are outcomes should be carried out. As such, almost every modemn study on the subject has
an interactive medium and, unlike a film or TV show, yon have direct control over what is turned up an inconclusive outcome finding a link.
happening on the screen, making it much more personal. L =

1 In a thorough joint 2019 study between the Universities of Oxford and Cardiff in Royal Soclety

In 2011, a study into The General Aggression Model (GAM) suggested that video games can Open Sclence, sclentists concluded that “there was no evidence for a critical tipping point |
stimulate and encourage feelings of violence and aggression in players, and gives players relating violent game engagement to aggressive behaviour” The study asked both teenagers
an opportunity to leamn and practice aggressive tendencies, which translate over into the and their parents to monitor and feed back on their aggressive thoughts after playing video L
real world. While this study was debunked due to its flawed process, parents should still be games in an attempt to give a well-rounded result.
vigilant if they see a child exhibiting signs of aggression while playing, and encourage i
frequent breaks from screen time.
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SHOULD WE STOP BLAMING VIDEO GAMES FOR VIOLENT AND AGGRESSIVE BEHAVIOUR?

Weighing up the pros and cons before letting our young ones play a video game should always be at the forefront of our minds, but the evidence of the negative impressions
they leave has been debunked time and again in recent years.

It’s likely that the argument around violence and video games will continue for some years, and there's certainly work to be done on both sides when it comes to researching the actual repercussions. While
modern sclentific studies have started to lean heavily towards there being zero or minimal connections, it's still vitally important to listen and do your own research with an open mind. If there's concern
about growing behavioural issues in your kids, talk to them and encourage breaks, or play with them and try to experience the games yourself. You might just find something you like in the process!
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Mark Foster has worked in the gaming industry for 5 years as a writer, editor and presenter. He s
the current gaming editor of two of the biggest gaming news sites in the world, UNILAD Gaming
and GAMINGbible. Starting gaming from a young age with his siblings, he has a passion for
understanding how games and tech work, but more Importantly, how to make them safe and fun.
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At Guides, girls can have fun in a supportive space.
From photography and viogging to campfire cooking
and codebreaking, she’ll explore what she loves, make

friends and build confidence along the way.

Unit: 2nd Darlington (Holy Trinity) Guides - Denes area

Day: Wednesday (term-time only)

Time: 7:30-9pm

NC NC N[ )
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Contact: holytrinityguiding@hotmail.com

Visit the site below to register your interest or find out more
about other units in and around Darlington
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Join a local Guides group: girlguiding.org.uk/joinus
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SCHOOL IS

Friday 9*" October

You can view our latest curriculum May we draw your attention to
newsletter on our website our trust led PD Day taking place
https://stbedesdarlington.bhcet.org.uk/ earlier than usual this year.
curriculum/subjects/art-and-design School will be closed for children

PARENT CONSULTATIONS 7™ - 8™ OCT

Slots will be bookable on Arbor this week .( Arbor
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Catholic Educat on Trust

Thursday 1°* October

Help Our School Eam Vital Fundiing

Didyouknow that every childwhohas a schoolmealonSchoolCensusDay
(Thursday 1 ©ctober) helpssecure important fundingfor our school?

The number of pupils recorded as taking a school meal on Census Day is used by the
Government when calculating funding allocations. This funding helps schools provide
resources, support learning, and invest in opportunities that benefit all pupils.

What can you do?
\ /Encouroge your child to enjoy a school lunch on Thursday 1% October.

y
If your child usually has a packed lunch, why not try one of our delicious school
meals for the day?
7 Every meal really does make a difference!

Trust School
Meal Challenge

Why choose a
school meal?

v/Nutritious and balanced
options

The three schools across the Trust
with the highest percentage of
pupils taking a school meal on
Census Day will each receive a

\/Freshly prepared meals

special treat the following week! V/A chance to enjoy lunch with
friends
Will our school be one of the
winners? Let’s work together to v Helps support valuable
give it our best shot! funding for our school

Let’s make Thursday 1°* October our best Census Day yetk
Every meal counts. Every pupil counts. Every school benefits.
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