
Heavenly Father, in Baptism You called us by name and made us members of Your family, the Church. Help all people to know their vocation in life and to respond by living 
a life of holiness.  For Your greater glory and for the service of Your people, raise up dedicated and generous men who will serve as priests for the Church of Hexham and 

Newcastle.  Send Your Spirit to guide and strengthen our communities, our seminarians and all who are discerning their vocation. Amen. 

Parish Clergy 

 

Parish Priest  
Very Rev. Canon Paul Douthwaite  
BA Hons PGCE 
 

           pp.holyfamily.hartlepool 
           @diocesehn.org.uk 
 
           01429 272985 
 
Deacon Jeff Parkes 

 

 jeff.parkes 
            @diocesehn.org.uk 

Parish Office 

 

Secretary 
Laura Dolan 
 

           holyfamily.hartlepool 
           @diocesehn.org.uk 
 
           01429 866288 
 

Opening Hours 
10am - 2pm 

Monday to Friday 
 

Parish Centre 
Grosvenor Street 

Hartlepool 
TS26 8DP 

Churches 

 

St Joseph’s 
St Paul’s Road 
TS26 9EY  

St Patrick’s 
Owton Manor Lane 

TS25 3QG  
St John Vianney’s 
King Oswy Drive 
West View Estate 
TS24 9LX  

St Mary’s 
Durham Street 

TS24 0HD  

Weekly Groups 

Sun: After 9am Mass 
Coffee Morning @ St Patrick’s Hall 

 

Sun: After 10.30am Mass 
Coffee Morning @ Parish Centre Hall 

 

Mon: 11am-12pm 
Praise & Worship Prayer Group 

@ Nazareth Room, Parish Centre 

 

Tues: 12.30pm-2.30pm 
Lunch Club @ Parish Centre Hall 

 

Tues: 1pm-3pm 
Over 60s Club @ St Patrick’s Hall 

 

Sat: As Announced 
Coffee Evening @ St John Vianney’s 

Parish Diary —  Week beginning 15th December 2024 
*Live stream: www.youtube.com/@HolyFamilyHartlepool 

Date Feast Saint  
Joseph’s  

Saint  
Patrick’s 

Saint  
John Vianney’s 

Saint  
Mary’s 

Saturday  
14th 

December 

(Vigil) 3rd 
Sunday of 

Advent 

 

3.00pm Exposition & Confessions 

 

3.30pm Rosary 

 

4.00pm Mass 
Living & Deceased  

Fernie / Fearon Families 

 6.00pm Mass 
The Deceased 
Larkin & Weir 

Families  

 
 

Sunday 
15th 

December 

3rd Sunday of 
Advent 

10.30am Mass 
Bob Storer 

9.00am Mass 
Kathleen Nicolson 

  

Monday  
16th 

December 

 11.30am Wedding 
Adam Thompson & Carolyn Lithgo 

 

6.00pm Exposition & Confessions 

 

6.30pm Mass 
Ken Best 

   

Tuesday  
17th 

December 

 12.05pm Mass 
Elizabeth & George Dixon 

 

6.00pm Civic & Secondary 
Schools Carol Service 

   

Wednesday 
18th 

December 

 1.00pm Funeral Service 
Doreen Booth 

 

5.00pm Primary Schools 
Carol Service 

 9.30am Mass 
Anne Cole 

 

Thursday 
19th 

December 

 6.30pm Reconciliation Service 9.30am Mass 
Bernadette Jackson 

 
10.30am Funeral Service 

Michael Liddell 

  
 

Friday  
20th 

December 

 12.05pm Mass 
Sheila Glover 

   

Saturday  
21st 

December 

(Vigil) 4th 
Sunday of 

Advent 

 

12.00pm - 2.00pm Baptisms 

 

3.00pm Exposition & Confessions 

 

3.30pm Rosary 

 

4.00pm Mass 
Brigid Carroll 

 6.00pm Mass 
 Michael Linighan 

(B/Day 
Remembrance)  

 
 

Sunday 
22nd 

December 

4th Sunday of 
Advent 

10.30am Mass 
Tony Ellett (A) 

9.00am Mass 
Barry Walker  
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Prayer for Vocations 

SCHOOL MASSES 

No School Masses this week 



SVP - A collection will be taken for the SVP this weekend.  
 
CHRISTMAS CANDLE INTENTIONS - Each of the Churches of our 
Parish will be illuminated over the Christmas period with candles 
representing the intentions of our parish community. The Candle 
Intentions will be received at the back of each Church of our Parish 
until the 19th December inclusive. A donation of at least £3 to cover 
the cost of the candle is suggested. We will make every effort to 
provide the candle colour of your choice, however we cannot 
guarantee availability. 
 
PARISH OFFICE CHRISTMAS HOURS - Please note that the 
Parish Office will be closed from Tuesday 24th December until 
Monday 6th January. Any voicemails left during this period will be 
responded to after New Year. In an emergency, please phone the 
presbytery on 01429 272985.  
 
MASS INENTIONS - We kindly remind all parishioners that our 
intention list fills up quickly, and Masses are often booked well in 
advance. To secure your preferred date, we encourage you to give 
your intention as early as possible. Unfortunately we may be unable 
to accommodate intentions at short notice. Thank you for your 
understanding and cooperation. 
 
CHRISTMAS SAVINGS CLUB - Thank you to everyone who 
supported the Savings Club this year. The Club will restart on 
Sunday 5th January 2025. Many thanks. 
 
ADVENT COURSE: JOURNEY TO THE CRIB WITH LUKE'S 
GOSPEL - Many of us have heard the Christmas story so often we're 
sometimes in danger of taking it for granted or overlooking key parts 
of the story. But do we really know the story as Luke intended? In 
this series of four talks, we will look again and reflect on the Infancy 
Narratives of Luke, Chapters 1 and  2. We will meet characters such 
as Zechariah and Elizabeth, John the Baptist, the shepherd's, the 
angels, Anna and Simeon. We will look at the four great canticles of 
Luke's Gospel; the Magnificat, the Benedictus, the Gloria and the 
Nunc Dimittis. Join us in the Day Chapel on Monday evenings 7-8pm 
after the 6.30pm Mass. A great preparation for Christmas! 
16th December: Arrivals                     23rd December: Aftermath 
 
PIETY STALLS - We now have a lovely range of Christmas cards, 
calendars and gifts available at the back of our churches. We also 
have Catholic Diaries for 2025. Please visit the stalls, before or after 
Mass, to view and purchase any items.  
 
CONTACTLESS DONATIONS - We are now able to 
take contactless donations. Please scan the QR code 
to make a donation, or use our digital collection plate 
at the back of St Joseph’s Church. 
 
HYMN BOOK AMNESTY - We understand that, for all kinds of 
reasons, Hymn books have been borrowed over time and not always 
returned. Please take this opportunity to have a look if you may have 
misplaced a book and kindly return it to church where it belongs, we 
would be truly grateful for your help.  
 
200 CLUB - Please note subscriptions are now due for the January 
to March Quarter. Thanks. 

PARISH DONATIONS - Anyone wishing to provide regular giving, you can instruct your bank to set up a standing order using these details: 
Beneficiary: DHN Holy Family Hartlepool  Account Number: 11173928  Sort Code: 40-34-45   Thank you. 

ST JOSEPH'S PORCH - In the coming week, Monday 16th till Friday 
20th, repair work will be underway in the porch of St Joseph’s Church. 
During this period, please access the church by either the hall door or 
the main back door of the church. 
 
CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE - Please save these dates for your diary over 
the Christmas period.  

 
ALTAR SERVERS MASS - Traditionally, a Mass is celebrated around 
the Feast of St Stephen, the Patron Saint of Altar Servers. We will have 
an Altar Servers Mass on Friday 27th December at 12.05pm at St 
Joseph's Church. This will be a celebration for all of the servers of the 
parish, an opportunity to invest new servers into the Guild of Saint 
Stephen and to thank our servers for their faithful service at the altar. 
Please do join us for this celebration.  
 
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM - Application forms for infant Baptism are 
available at the back of each Church. Please return completed forms to 
the parish office and come along to a Preparation Meeting to secure 
your booking. The next Preparation Meeting is on Wednesday 5th 
February at 6pm, in the Parish Centre Hall at St Joseph’s.  
 
JUBILEE 2025 - Pope Francis has announced that 2025 will be a year 
of Jubilee, and the theme is “Pilgrims of Hope”. It will be a year of 
pilgrimage and prayer, celebration and reconciliation and we’ll be 
opening the Jubilee Year in our Diocese with celebrations at our 2 
Jubilee Hub Churches on Sunday 29th December. Bishop Stephen will 
be celebrating Mass and opening the Holy Door at St Mary’s Cathedral, 
Newcastle at 11.30am and at St Joseph’s Hartlepool at 4.00pm. 
Everyone is welcome. There’s more information about the Jubilee Year 
on the Diocesan website at https://www.bit.ly/DHNjubilee2025. 
Further to our meeting in which we discussed the practicalities as 
a parish of hosting the Holy Door, we have established a team of 
volunteers for each day who will be able to act as welcomers. The 
welcomers will open the church, prepare for Mass and simply be a 
presence in the church whilst it is open. There is still need for 
further volunteers to join the teams, if you are able to help with 
this, please contact Laura in the office. In addition to our own 
volunteers, Bishop Stephen has requested for priests and laity 
from around the diocese to support us in welcoming pilgrims. 
Initially it is thought that the Holy Door will be open every day, 
Monday to Friday 11am-2.30pm, Saturday 1pm-5pm, and Sunday 
9.30am-Noon. 
 

Date Time Service Church 

Tues 17 Dec 6pm Civic & Secondary Schools 
Carol Service St Joseph’s 

Wed 18 Dec 5pm Primary Schools  
Carol Service St Joseph’s 

Thurs 19 Dec 6.30pm Reconciliation Service St Joseph’s 

Sun 22 Dec 4pm Parish Carol Service St Joseph’s 

Tues 24 Dec 4pm First Mass of Christmas St J.V.’s 

Tues 24 Dec 4pm First Mass of Christmas St Joseph’s 

Tues 24 Dec 6pm First Mass of Christmas St Patrick’s 

Wed 25 Dec 10am Christmas Day Mass St Joseph’s 

Fri 27 Dec 12.05pm Altar Servers Mass St Joseph’s 

Sun 29 Dec 4pm Mass for the 
Opening of the Holy Door St Joseph’s 

Wed 1 Jan 11am Solemnity of Mary,  
Holy Mother of God St Joseph’s 



REFLECTION 

Today we celebrate God’s gift of Joy. In 
our broken world, when joy seems to be 
missing from so many people’s lives, how 
do we begin to celebrate this wonderful 
gift? 
To begin we must consider what we have 
and build upon those strong foundations. 
We have the gift of life; it is a precious gift 
for it gives us the time and the energy to 
change, change not only our own lives 
but the lives of those around us. We have 
the gift of family and friendship; there are 
people around us who are ready to 
support and nourish us, helping us to find 
the true path to happiness. We have the 
gift of faith; we believe in our God of love 
who is ever forgiving and always there 
through the joys and sorrows of life. 
Zephaniah lived in a world of great 
inequality, at a time when the morale of 
his people was at a very low ebb. Yet his 
words ring with conviction and joy. He 
knows that God walks with his people and 
shares with them in the storms of life. He 
calls to them “Rejoice and exult with all 
your heart”. He can see a time when 
everything will be made right because 
“The King of Israel, the Lord, is in your 
midst. 
Paul speaks to the Philippians, “Rejoice in 
the Lord always, again I will say rejoice”. 
He urges them to be tolerant of those who 
have no faith, no hope, no joy. If those 
who listen seek God with prayer and 
thanksgiving, then the peace of God will 
be with them. 
John tells us what we must do. Share our 
gifts, shun complacency, never be 
content with our lives, strive each day to 
act justly, show the love of God to all we 
meet. He assures the people that the 
Christ is coming and that they must be 
ready to receive Him into their hearts, 
This is a season of waiting, the Christ 
child is near, we must look forward to his 
coming and build on His promise of a 
brighter future for all. 

First Reading:  Zephaniah 3:14-18a 
 
‘The Lord will exult over you with loud singing.’ 
 
Sing aloud, O daughter of Sion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your 
heart, O daughter of Jerusalem! The Lord has taken away the judgements against 
you; he has cleared away your enemies. The King of Israel, the Lord, is in your 
midst; you shall never again fear evil. On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: 
‘Fear not, O Sion; let not your hands grow weak. The Lord your God is in your 
midst, a mighty one who will save; he will rejoice over you with gladness; he will 
quiet you by his love; he will exult over you with loud singing. I will gather those 
of you who mourn for the festival, so that you will no longer suffer reproach.’ 
 
 

Response:   Shout aloud and sing praise,  

                    for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel. 

 
 
Second Reading:  Philippians 4:4-7 
 
‘The Lord is at hand.’ 
 
Brothers and sisters: Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. Let your 
reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; do not be anxious 
about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let 
your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 
 
 

 Gospel Acclamation: 

 

  Alleluia, alleluia! 
  The spirit of the Lord has been given to me. 
  He has sent me to bring the good news to the poor. 
  Alleluia! 

 
 
Gospel Reading                      Luke 3:10-18 
 
‘And we, what shall we do?’ 
 
At that time: The crowds asked John, ‘What, then, shall we do?’ And he answered 
them, ‘Whoever has two tunics is to share with him who has none, and whoever 
has food is to do likewise.’ Tax collectors also came to be baptised and said to him, 
‘Teacher, what shall we do?’ And he said to them, ‘Collect no more than you are 
authorized to do.’ Soldiers also asked him, ‘And we, what shall we do?’ And he 
said to them, ‘Do not extort money from anyone by threats or by false accusation, 
and be content with your wages.’ 
  As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their 
hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Christ, John answered them all, 
saying, ‘I baptise you with water, but he who is mightier than I is coming, the strap 
of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptise you with the Holy Spirit 
and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gath-
er the wheat into his barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.’ So 
with many other exhortations he preached good news to the people. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

David Frank 

Daily Readings 
Mass of Christ the Saviour 

 
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of hosts.  

Heaven and earth are full, are full of your glory.  
Hosanna! Hosanna! Hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is he who comes, who comes  
in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna! Hosanna! Hosanna in the highest. 

 

 

Jesus, Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. 

Jesus, Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. 

Jesus, Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, grant us peace. 



The Parish operates in accordance with Statutory Safeguarding Guidance and Catholic Safeguarding Standards Agency( CSSA) and Diocese’s policies and procedures at all times. 

Our Parish Safeguarding Representative is Sarah Boagey, or alternatively the Diocesan Safeguarding Team can be contacted on 0191 2433305 or at safeguarding@diocesehn.org.uk 

 

The sick of the Parish:  Annie Airey,  Stephen Anderson,  Maureen Andrews,  Neil Apedaile,  Pat Baker,  Kathleen Barlow,   
Carole Bew,  Michael Blackford,  Dennis Bratt,  Ronnie Burnett,  Kay Burns,  Sarah Carroll,  Rita Charlton,  Veronica Cochrane,  Daniel 
Cosby,  Betty Crane,  James Daley,  Neil Davis,  Louise Dixon,  Natalie Eglintine,  Teresa Falkingham,  Grace Fallow,  Lorraine Galen,  
Dorothy Geen,  David Geen,  Catherine Gray,  Mary Harris,  Andrew Haygarth,  Bella Hoey,  Muriel Howe,  Molly Hughes,  Carol 
Hutchinson,  Peter Johnson,  Christine Jones,  Ceilia King,  Isobel Knowles,  Frank Kozorowski,  Maureen Maguire,  Baby Pippa Marie,  
Vera Marriott,  Ian Matthews,  Colin McDonald,  Owen McEneaney,  Lilian McGee,  Jim McKenna,  Christopher Mghee,  Peter 
McNaughton,  Paul Moore,  Ann Mullins,  Bob Mullins,  Pat Ness,  Kitty Newstead,  June Nolan,  Sylvice Notrianni,  Joe O’Connor,  Myra 
Pattison,  Carol Price,  Damian Rafferty,  Pam Robertson,  Eric Robinson,  Joseph Robinson,  Paula Rogers,  Kathleen Royds,  Hilda 
Ryan,  Agnes Scully,  Michael Christopher Sheeran,  Corazon Simpson,  Matthew Steel,  Brenda Stott,  Brett Swain,  Gail Symington,  
Melvin Thackeray,  Lynsey Todd,  Kieran Turnbull,  John Twydale,  Norma Twydale,  Jonathon Vokes,  Julie Wallace,  Kay Wallace,  
James Walsh,  Tony Wilkinson,  Edith Wilson.   Through our prayers may the healing presence of Christ be with them at 
this time.  

 
Recently Deceased:    Doreen Booth, Ann Forster, Brian Watson, Michael Liddell.  May they rest in peace and rise in 
Glory.  

 
Anniversaries that occur at this time:   James Pender, Mary Louise Parpa, Mark Linighan, Elsie Close, Patricia Measor, 
James Gormley, Pauline Taylor, Brigid Carroll, Maurice (Moss) Costello, Fr Joe Travers, John (Curly) Goulding, Eileen Wright, Elizabeth 
(Liz) Horwood, Kathleen Waugh, Anne Wilkinson, Julia Selina Bosworth, William Spence, Dorothy Birkbeck, Doreen Miller, Fr Kevin 
Daly, Richard Jacques, John K Judson, Sandra Priestley, Elise Morrison, Evelyn Ryan, Raymond Crawford, Glen Watson, James Duffy, 
Pat Watson, Elizabeth Cooper, Mrs. A. Robertson, David S Murray, Joan Hall, John Dobing, Kathleen Pickering, Josephine Ibbitson, 
Peter Measor, Marlene Muers, Audrey Weegram, Louis Martin, Mary Parpa, Joan Burke, George Edward Dickson, and all those whose 
anniversaries occur at this time.  Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon them. Amen.   

  Kids Corner:                                                                                   
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