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St Bernards Primary School — History

Topic: Great Fire of London

Strand: Events Beyond Living Memory

Year 2

What should | already know?

Historical skills and enquiry

Vocabulary

The changes and significant events in the life of my family and my-
self.

Gut Fawkes lived in the 1600’s — this was around the time of Samuel
Pepys.

The Gunpowder Plot happened in 1605 — a few decades before the
Great Fire of London.

That some events are so important that we still remember them
today.

London was, and still is, the capital city of England.

What will | find out by the end of the unit?

The Great Fire was caused by several factors (wind, summer weather,
hygiene, width of streets, close proximity of buildings).

After the fire there were many changes made in the rebuilding of
London to prevent another fire.

The diaries of Samuel Pepys have played a major part in our under-
standing of the events of the Great Fire of London.

As young historians we have to be aware of the problems with
sources of information relating to any historical event.

To place the Great Fire of London onto a timeline of our existing
historical knowledge.

The Great Fire of London lasted just under 5 days and one-third of
the city was destroyed. 100,000 people were made homeless.

The monument in London is one way we commemorate the event to
this day.

The Great Fire helped to end the Plague in London by killing the rats
and fleas which carried the disease.

Order the main events of the Great Fire of London.

Use a variety of sources to find out about the event
(paintings, diary extracts, information books, ICT).

Develop an understanding of the limitations of
sources as reliable evidence.

Identify the cause of the Great Fire of London and
how London changed as a result.

Understand the significance of Samuel Pepys.

To identify similarities and differences between the
diary accounts of Samuel Pepys and John Evelyn
regarding the Great Fire of London.

Know about aspects of life in 1666 and compare to
own life identifying similarities and differences.
(focus- quilting, homes and food).

Demonstrate empathy with the past by writing a
diary extract from the view of an eye witness of the
fire.

To place the chronology of previous learning onto the
same timeline as the Great Fire of London.
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