Intent:

We are a Catholic school and we are committed to the Catholic Faith, recognising and
valuing every individual as special and unique in the image and likeness of God.

Religious Education at St. Chad's Catholic Primary School respects and promotes each
child’s innate capacity for wonder, awe, reverence and spirituality. Our Religious
Education curriculum leads our children to aspire to be the best they can be; children
are taught about God’s love; they learn about their Christian responsibilities; children
are provided with experiences of church, Catholic and Christian traditions, as well as
being taught to be respectful and understanding of people and traditions from other
faith backgrounds. Through Religious Education our children learn about their unique
place and contribution both towards and within the home, school and parish
community.

Implementation:

At St. Chad's Catholic Primary School we follow ‘The Way’ Religious Education
Programme in line with guidance from the Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle. This
programme is followed throughout school from Nursery through to Year 6.

This programme provides:
e opportunities for celebration, prayer and reflection in implicit and explicit ways.

¢ children with the language of religious experience - a 'literacy' in religious
activities, places, stories, symbols and rituals, people and objects.

e a'systematic presentation of Christian event, message and way of life' in ways
appropriate to the age and stage of development of the child.

e thatforits implementation and production it requires the adults involved to
understand the underlying theological as well as educational principles.

e appropriate materials about other faiths.

e academic respectability as in other curricular areas — utilising appropriate stages
from the National Curriculum.

The programme explores the religious dimensions of questions about life, dignity and
purpose within the Catholic tradition. Links are made with the children's own
experience and with universal experience. It will raise questions and provide material for
reflection by the children on their own experiences. It will enable them to explore the
beliefs, values and way of life of the Catholic tradition and where appropriate other faith
traditions.

Overview of Content



‘The Way’ is taught through a series of 6 Branches:

Branch 1 - Creation to and Covenant

Branch 2 - Prophecy and Promise

Branch 3 — Galilee to Jerusalem

Branch 4 — Desert to Garden

Branch 5 -To the Ends of the Earth

Branch 6 — Dialogue and Encounter

The process for delivering the topics in ‘The Way’ has different stages:

e Knowledge Lenses —these are ‘Hear’ ‘Believe’, ‘Celebrate’ ‘Live’, ‘Dialogue’ and
‘Encounter’.

e Ways of Knowing, these are ‘Understand’ (head), ‘Discern’ (heart) and ‘Respond’
(hands).

These enable the pupils with the development of knowledge, understanding, skills and
the fostering of attitudes.

10% of teaching time is dedicated to the teaching of RE.
The Process

Each Branch has a series of 15 lessons and 3 hinge lessons.
Each lesson will follow a structure of:

e Spaced retrieval

e Explicitinstruction, modelling and guided practice
¢ Independent practise

e Plenary and outcome

Other Faiths and Religions

Other Faiths are taught through the Dialogue and Encounter branch each year and
interwoven where appropriate with events or festivals across the year.

Assessment

Ongoing informal assessment against the Standard Indicators. Assessment is
moderated internally and externally within key stage moderation sessions and Diocesan
Moderation sessions.

Impact

As a result of these strategies, children at St Chad's Catholic Primary School:



e Are well prepared for the next stage of their education as confident and
enthusiastic learners.

e Produce good quality work which they are proud of.

¢ Achieve consistently wellin all areas of Religious Education and make at least
good progress.

e Are happy, well rounded individuals who have developed a deep-rooted
relationship with God and understanding of their Catholic faith.

e Are ambassadors for Christ who are ready to go out into the world and proclaim
the values of the Gospel confidently, building the Kingdom of God through
compassion, justice, love and forgiveness in their relationship with others.

¢ Understand that they are part of the family of God and know how they can play
their part in this Global family united by Christ.

We also use the Diocesan recommended materials from Ten:Ten entitled ‘Life to the full’
for the teaching of Relationships and Sex Education.



