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YEAR 1 CURRICULUM OVERVIEW

Autumn 2
Dear Parents/ Carers

During this half term the following subjects will be studied in your child’s class. Our topic for this half term is Bright Lights, Big City.
I hope that this information, together with some ideas for working with your child at home, will both keep you up to date as regard what your child is doing in school and also help you to support your child’s learning.
	
	Work covered in school
	Ways you can help your child at home

	Religion
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	Reconciliation- Children will learn about forgiveness and how we can change for the better. Children will learn the stories of Zacchaeus and Levi and how they turned their lives around because of Jesus Christ. 
Hinduism- Children will study the life of a Hindu and Hindu artefacts. 

Advent- Learning the Christmas stories and discovering the true meaning of Christmas.


	· Talk about good and bad choices and how God always guides us.
· Research Hinduism and discuss differences to Christianity. 

· Encourage children to think about ways they can help others during Christmas, it’s not all about presents!

	Literacy
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	Children will be learning and writing about the Great Fire of London. They will use the ‘Talk for Writing’ scheme to develop them as writers.

We will be having a tea party fit for a queen, so the children will be learning to write invitations and instructions on how to make jam sandwiches and cakes. 

Before Christmas, children will be retelling the Advent story through diary entries and letters. They will be thinking of the story from different perspectives.
	· Read a wide range of texts and discuss.

· Practise weekly spellings.

· Research London landmarks

· Ensure that your child reads their reading book every night and records it on their reading record



	Numeracy
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	Adding and subtracting
· Number bonds to 10/20

· Adding by counting on

· Subtracting by counting back

· Word problems
	· Encourage children to add things up around the house – how many knives will we need at the table?
· Show children that addition and subtraction skills are needed during everyday life, not just school.

	Science
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	Materials
· Identifying a variety of everyday materials

· Describing properties of different materials

· Comparing and grouping materials based on their properties


	· Discuss with children the different materials around your house and outside – how do they feel?

· Ask children which materials they see the most of during the day. 



	ICT
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	Algorithms
· Understanding what algorithms are and how to use them

· Create and debug simple programs through Scratch software
	· Download ‘Daisy Dinosaur’ and ‘Scratch’ from the app store

	Geography
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	Children will learn about London landmarks. They will also compare London with a non-European country, considering lifestyle and culture differences.
	· Research similarities and differences between London and Manchester


	History
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	The Great Fire of London will be studied during literacy lessons.
	· Encourage your child to retell you the story by heart

	PE
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	Children will develop their throwing, catching and rolling skills. They will also increase agility through gymnastics.
	· Practise throwing and catching at home 

· Encourage a healthy lifestyle through regular exercise

	Art
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	Children will study Landscapes/Cityscapes in style of Monet’s cityscape, Van Gogh’s Starry night

	· Go for a walk in the park and have children draw what they can see, considering the lines, shapes and colours.



Key dates

P.E. Days – Wednesday 
Homework: 

Reading: Your child will come home every evening with a reading book and reading record. Please listen to your child read their book and make a comment in their reading record.
Spellings Your child will receive his / her spelling list for the week on Friday.  The test is on a Thursday; please encourage and assist your child any way you can in learning these words.

Maths / Literacy: 1 piece of work a week for literacy and numeracy will be given out on Friday to be returned to school on Thursday.
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