                                      Maths Curriculum Statement
	Intent 

	At St Clare’s Primary School, we believe that all children need a deep understanding of the mathematics that they are learning so that future mathematical learning is built on solid foundations. Maths is essential to everyday life and necessary for most forms of employment: therefore our intent is to provide a high-quality mathematics education that provides a foundation for understanding the word, the ability to reason mathematically, an appreciation of mathematics and a sense of enjoyment and curiosity about the subject. 

The national curriculum describes what must be taught for each key stage in mathematics and at St Clare’s Primary School, we follow this programme of study, combined with other schemes (White Rose, Tara Loughran and Master the Curriculum) which provides detailed guidance for the implementation of the mathematics curriculum. This also ensures continuity and progression of skills in the teaching of mathematics. In the foundation stage, mathematics is defined as two specific areas: number and shape and space and measure.  

By the end of their time at St Clare’s, we hope that the children are fluent in the fundamentals of mathematics, can reason mathematically, can solve their problems by reasoning mathematically and most of all, that they enjoy it.








	 Implementation 

	At St Clare’s Primary School, all teachers follow the progression of skills set out in the White Rose scheme of learning, combined with Tara Loughran resources, Target Maths and are also free to use resources from any other source that will ensure the needs of their class and its individuals are met. Teachers in EYFS are additionally supported by the Master the Curriculum scheme of learning. 


We expect all children to experience an element of challenge in their maths lessons, and also expect the children to take some responsibility of their own challenge and choose an appropriate challenge when given the choice. They will all be taken out of their ‘comfort zone’, so that, within their lessons the children learn how to tackle different problems. Children are taught how to explain their problems, using subject specific vocabulary, and taught how to be able to discuss why something may be right or wrong. 

Children complete daily basic skills lessons, and weekly arithmetic sessions to ensure long term memory is developed and maintained in their number skills. From September 2020, children have been subject to following the White Rose scheme of learning and the Tara Loughran resources, which has been embedded all the way through the school to help the children to see the concepts and to develop their mathematical reasoning skills. 

We utilise the CPA approach and practical equipment is used consistently throughout the school, such as numicon, numberlines, multiplication squares to enable the children to obtain a depth of understanding, support themselves through a method of learning that works best for them and to develop independence.

We are continually working to improve our teaching techniques and approaches. Teaching time is taken as an opportunity for high-quality teacher talk and guided learning where the children are encouraged to reason mathematically and to verbally discuss their thought processes for example a simple answer is challenged with ‘How do you know?’.
Learning objectives are shared with children at a natural point within lessons, to best support their learning. 

Times tables are also given a high priority throughout school, regular teaching and the use of times tables rockstars, improves children’s confidence and ability to answer these questions.




How our maths curriculum meets the needs of the children at our school:

· Some of our children speak English as an additional language so we focus heavily on the development and understanding of vocabulary using class and partner discussion. Teacher’s model the appropriate language and children are given opportunities to talk mathematically as well as sentence stems to support them with this. 
· To support children from a wide range of cultural backgrounds we ensure that there are home learning videos for the four operations on our school website class pages to help parents work with their children at home. 
· Many of our children are eligible for Pupil Premium so we have high expectations that all children will achieve highly and provide interventions for children who are not making expected progress. We also ensure we make maths real by encouraging children to make cross curricular links and to apply their skills to real life situations  (e.g. shopping, measure, timing sprinter). We also set homework based on the maths covered in lessons in school. 
· We support our SEND children by ensuring the maths delivered is at the curriculum stage the child is working at but ensuring we have high expectations for all so they are sufficiently challenged. Teachers use concrete resources and pictorial representations to support understanding as part of the CPA approach. Additional adults are used effectively to run interventions and to support children with SEND in lessons to help them become more independent. Scaffolding is provided to break down questions and reduce the cognitive load so children can focus their attention on the main objective of the lesson.  















	Impact 

	At St Clare’s Primary School, we recognise the importance of establishing a secure foundation in the basic skills of mathematics, so that these can be applied to reasoning in mathematics. When these fluency skills have been clearly achieved, the stages of development in reasoning are implemented. We use vocabulary from the relevant year group when planning and teaching to ensure that the children become secure in their understanding and use of their own mathematical vocabulary. Children are expected to use this terminology in their verbal and written explanations.

Mathematics contributes to all subjects and it is important for children to be given opportunities to apply this throughout the curriculum and in real contexts where possible. Children build up a range of strategies and approaches towards maths as they progress throughout the school, which will prepare them for further education and future life. Our curriculum and approach leads to engaging, varied, and relevant maths experiences for children.

We measure our impact on how well we are implementing our maths curriculum, by evidencing in many ways:
- external assessments at the end of each key stage
- internal assessments, for every year group, at the end of each term
- end of block assessments to enable teachers to identify gaps in learning and adapt teaching to address this
- arithmetic and timestables checks in class
- year 4 multiplication check
- books and internal moderation
- pupil voice  




