ST CLARE’S R.C.P NEWSLETTER         
Our School Mission Statement:  Guided by Jesus Christ, our teacher, we journey together learning to                                       dream, believe and achieve.                                          Friday 5th December 2025
Friday 24th November 2023




[image: Christmas Holly SVG, Holly berry SVG, Christmas svg, Mistletoe Svg, Clipart, Circut, Cut File,Digital Download, Print Winter svg image 1]Well December is here and everyone is busy preparing for Christmas. There’s lots of singing around the school! In addition to this, Nursery have been making repeated patterns this week in maths. Reception have been continuing with the theme of Percy the Park Keeper and designing tree houses for the animals. The Willow Room have making hungry caterpillars using strawberry and orange segments. Year 1 have been busy writing letters to Father Christmas asking him lots of questions and had fun deciding who was on the ‘naughty ’list. Sadly, they have put me on it! In history, Year 2 have been learning why Manchester was an important city during Victorian times. Year 3 have been writing newspaper reports on the eruption of Mount Vesuvius. In art, Year 4 have been sketching landscapes using lines based on the work of Peter Hill. As part of their RE topic, Year 5 have been learning about the story of King David. Year 6 have enjoyed their dodgeball lesson in PE.

Assembly

[image: Christmas Holly SVG, Holly berry SVG, Christmas svg, Mistletoe Svg, Clipart, Circut, Cut File,Digital Download, Print Winter svg image 1]Our Mini Clares led the assemblies this week and focused on Advent - the season where we are waiting and preparing to celebrate the birth of our Saviour, Jesus Christ. They focused on being the best version of yourself to prepare for the birth of Jesus during Advent. They spoke about fundraising for Advent too and made their own version of the Caritas Advent bee advert. Very entertaining!

2D and 3F class assemblies
[image: Christmas Holly SVG, Holly berry SVG, Christmas svg, Mistletoe Svg, Clipart, Circut, Cut File,Digital Download, Print Winter svg image 1]On Monday our assemblies will be led by 2D and 3F. You are very welcome to join us. 3F’s assembly will be at 9.00am and 2D at 2.30pm.

Come and pray
[image: Christmas Holly SVG, Holly berry SVG, Christmas svg, Mistletoe Svg, Clipart, Circut, Cut File,Digital Download, Print Winter svg image 1]Our chapel / KS2 prayer garden is open each Tuesday morning before school for staff, pupils and 

parents to come and pray privately. Starting the day with God is a 
beautiful way to begin the morning. You are very welcome to pop in from 8.15am each Tuesday.

Advent
[image: Christmas Holly SVG, Holly berry SVG, Christmas svg, Mistletoe Svg, Clipart, Circut, Cut File,Digital Download, Print Winter svg image 1]During Advent we will again be selling raffle tickets to raise money for charities. We will be on the playground from Monday. Usually the money is split between CAFOD and Caritas. The Mini Clares will decide which charity the money raised will support.
Advent packs will also be sent home with your children for you to come together to pray during this special season. Please return the pack to school the next day to ensure all families get the chance to use them.
We are also asking you to create Teeny Tiny Nativity scenes again with your child at home for us to display in classes.

Pupil certificates

	
	Pupil of the week
	Achievement 

	N

	Rhiley for always being an enthusiastic learner 
	Giacomo demonstrated an excellent recall of the story Handa’s Surprise and was able to sequence the events independently

	RDM

	Maggie for always being such a kind friend and thinking of others.
	Daniel for trying hard with his oracy skills to use a loud, clear voice.

	RS

	Luna for putting her all into our Christmas show rehearsals
	Timi for creating a very imaginative treehouse and labelling it!

	Y1G

	Michelle for helping everyone remember their lines in the nativity, she’s a mini director! 
	Isabella for knowing all her lines and saying them with confidence. 

	Y1S

	Thea for always being kind, thoughtful and helpful with everything that she does.
	Makayla for sharing brilliant ideas about what a community is.

	Y2C

	Norah for trying her hardest all week
	Olivia for a great independent piece of descriptive writing

	Y2D

	Jorgi for always being thoughtful and helpful and thoughtful around the classroom. 
	Anaya for creating beautiful wallpaper designs inspired by William Morris in our art lesson. 

	Y3F

	Ellis for always trying to extend his vocabulary when thinking of his sentences.
	Ugochi for being an excellent mathematician and using her column addition skills to solve problems.

	Y3H

	Krystale for writing brilliantly descriptive sentences in English.
	Ryan for super column addition with regrouping.

	Y4H

	Mia for having a great attitude to learning and always staying on task.
	Jadon for having a fantastic understanding of multiplying and dividing by 10 and 100.

	Y4O

	Louie for always being so helpful at his table
	Brody for producing fantastic artwork based on Peter Hill!

	Y5K

	Elisa for a consistently positive and hard working attitude to life at St Clare’s!
	Lamaik for some extremely accurate fractions work when adding mixed numbers.

	Y5L

	Joel for making a fantastic start to his learning journey, in his first week at St Clare’s school.
	Honor for developing her attentiveness, which enabled her to produce a brilliant short write in literacy.

	Y6S

	Evie for putting your all into your work as well as attending every booster group with a positive attitude.
	Isla for your fantastic effort when creating your clay model heart during Art.

	Y6W

	Annie for her attitude towards her learning this week. 
	Keerat for his work in his assessed writing this week.



Headteacher AwardsBobby in RS for trying his best in the Christmas rehearsals and being an inspiration.
Patrick in 2D for working hard on his letter formation.
Samad in 4H for a great piece of art.
James in 6W for great leadership in hymn practice – enthusiastic, engaging and confident. 




Caritas Award  [image: Catholic Life of the School – St Bedes ...]
[image: Christmas Holly SVG, Holly berry SVG, Christmas svg, Mistletoe Svg, Clipart, Circut, Cut File,Digital Download, Print Winter svg image 1]The Caritas Award is presented each week to a child in recognition of their outstanding achievement in putting love into action. This week the award goes Joshua in 3H for giving Donna such a beautiful welcome back. He certainly made her feel loved and special.

Caritas appeal
[image: Christmas Holly SVG, Holly berry SVG, Christmas svg, Mistletoe Svg, Clipart, Circut, Cut File,Digital Download, Print Winter svg image 1]A very big thank you to you all for your kind toiletries donations which will be taken to CARITAS to support people in need in our local area. In doing this, we are living out our Catholic Mission of loving one another.

Attendance
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: Christmas Holly SVG, Holly berry SVG, Christmas svg, Mistletoe Svg, Clipart, Circut, Cut File,Digital Download, Print Winter svg image 1]Overall whole school attendance this week is low – 92.1%.  The best class this week for attendance is 2D with 96%. They will have a longer break. Well done to them!

School doors open at 8.40am to give the children time to take off their coats and be ready at their desks for an 8.45am start.  The doors close promptly at 8.45am. 
Under the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC), Article 29, children have the right to an education.  If you are experiencing any difficulties or require any additional support with attendance or punctuality, please contact our Attendance Officer, Mrs Burgess Hamlett.

St Clare’s Parish Christmas fair
[image: Christmas Holly SVG, Holly berry SVG, Christmas svg, Mistletoe Svg, Clipart, Circut, Cut File,Digital Download, Print Winter svg image 1]The parish are holding their annual Christmas fair this Sunday in the parish hall at 1pm.
Please try to pop in and support them.

Choir
[image: Christmas Holly SVG, Holly berry SVG, Christmas svg, Mistletoe Svg, Clipart, Circut, Cut File,Digital Download, Print Winter svg image 1]On Thursday, our choir entertained a dementia group at Blackley Community Centre. It was a wonderful experience for them where they were able to spread goodwill and Christmas cheer. The children were fantastic and enjoyed the afternoon. Special thanks to Mrs Hattersley and Mrs Smith for leading our choir and giving them this opportunity.

Boys football
[image: Christmas Holly SVG, Holly berry SVG, Christmas svg, Mistletoe Svg, Clipart, Circut, Cut File,Digital Download, Print Winter svg image 1]Our boys took part in a football competition last night. They played well winning two, drawing two and losing one match. They are waiting now to see if they have reached the finals. Well played boys! Thanks to Miss Coleman and Mrs Heaps for taking the children along.

SEND coffee morning
[image: Christmas Holly SVG, Holly berry SVG, Christmas svg, Mistletoe Svg, Clipart, Circut, Cut File,Digital Download, Print Winter svg image 1]We are hosting a SEND coffee morning on Tuesday morning at 8.45-9.30. It is an opportunity for you to come and chat with other parents to share information and be a good listening ear. The SENDCo, Mrs O’Keefe, will be there too to offer advice and support. Please come along!

Uniform
[image: Christmas Holly SVG, Holly berry SVG, Christmas svg, Mistletoe Svg, Clipart, Circut, Cut File,Digital Download, Print Winter svg image 1]If you are in need of some items of uniform, please contact the office. We have a supply of items kindly donated by families whose children have outgrown them. 

Support
[image: Christmas Holly SVG, Holly berry SVG, Christmas svg, Mistletoe Svg, Clipart, Circut, Cut File,Digital Download, Print Winter svg image 1]As a school we are here for both your children and your family. If you are experiencing any difficulties or have any anxieties, please get in touch with Mrs Sylvester for a private conversation. Her email address is c.sylvester@st-clares.manchester.sch.uk or you can ring the school number or message via the school app. If we are unable to help you, we may be able to refer you to somebody who can.

Safeguarding
[image: Christmas Holly SVG, Holly berry SVG, Christmas svg, Mistletoe Svg, Clipart, Circut, Cut File,Digital Download, Print Winter svg image 1]Safeguarding children is everyone’s responsibility. If you have any concerns regarding the safety of a child, please report it. You are able to refer concerns directly to children’s services. The contact details for them is particularly important during the summer holidays when some children may be susceptible to more harm and neglect.
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During this second week of Advent, I wish you all peace.
Mrs Howe

Upcoming dates
9th December – SEND coffee morning 8.45am
14th December – Family Mass 10.30am
Christmas Dates
Reception Carols – Tuesday 9th December 2.15pm
Y1 Nativity – Thursday 11th December 2.15pm
Nursery carols – Wednesday 10th December 2.15pm

Y3 Nativity – Friday 12th December 9.15am

Y4, 5, 6 Carole service in church – Wednesday 17th December 9.15am

Music Showcase – Monday 15th December 9.15am

Y2 carols – Monday 15th December 2.40pm

Music showcase – Monday 15th December 9.15am

Christmas Mass (whole school) – Tuesday 16th December
9.00am

Christmas dinner day – Wednesday 17th December

Panto / party day – Thursday 18th December

School closes for Christmas – Friday 19th December 1.15pm

The weekly newsletter is also available on our school website Newsletters



Advent prayers
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"God of hope, be with us on our Advent journey. We remember Mary and Joseph and give thanks for their faithfulness and courage in stepping out into the unknown in the strength of your Spirit". 

"Lord, we pray that you would light up our lives with your coming. As we await Jesus, we pray for peace in our world, as we know that Jesus, the Prince of Peace, is the answer". 
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