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Christmas has arrived at St Clare’s this week. The celebrations have begun! Reception children started our Christmas performances this week with a brilliant show about ‘The First Christmas.’ They were amazing. This was followed the next day by our youngest children in the school, Nursery, performing their ‘Phonics Christmas.’ The confidence and cuteness shown by our EYFS children was wonderful. They thoroughly enjoyed being the stars of the show. On Thursday, it was Year 1s turn to perform a ’Boogie Woogie Nativity and they rocked the show. To finish the week off, Year 3 performed ‘I’m gonna shine’ and they certainly did. They finished to a standing ovation from a cheering crowd! (Thanks Mr Flint!)
We are super proud of all our children and saw the happiness they brought to everyone watching them perform. We have a school full of talented, gorgeous children – they really are a credit to you and us! I know that they made us all feel a little more festive. I am sure that teachers will share some of the photographs on the website.

We have another busy week next week. It starts off on Monday morning with the music showcase and the Y2 carols in the afternoon. On Tuesday, we celebrate our whole school Mass in church. You are welcome to join us. On Wednesday morning Years 4, 5 and 6 will be performing their carol service in church. Wednesday is also Christmas dinner day – the children can come to school in a Christmas jumper. Thursday the whole school will be watching a pantomime (oh yes they will) followed by a party in the afternoon. The children can wear their own clothes. We finish on Friday for Christmas at 1.15pm.
Assembly

[image: Christmas Holly SVG, Holly berry SVG, Christmas svg, Mistletoe Svg, Clipart, Circut, Cut File,Digital Download, Print Winter svg image 1]Our assemblies this week were led by 2D and 3F. They both focused on how Christmas is celebrated around the world and introduced us to some traditions from various countries.  They also reminded us that the reason we celebrate Christmas is honour the birth of our Saviour, Jesus Christ – the light of the world who we follow.



Come and pray
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parents to come and pray privately. Starting the day with God is a 
beautiful way to begin the morning. You are very welcome to pop in from 8.15am each Tuesday.

Advent
[image: Christmas Holly SVG, Holly berry SVG, Christmas svg, Mistletoe Svg, Clipart, Circut, Cut File,Digital Download, Print Winter svg image 1]During Advent we are selling raffle tickets to raise money for charities. We will be on the playground each day. The money will help CAFOD and Caritas. 
Advent packs will also be sent home with your children for you to come together to pray during this special season. Please return the pack to school the next day to ensure all families get the chance to use them.
We are also asking you to create Teeny Tiny Nativity scenes again with your child at home for us to display in classes.

Pupil certificates

	
	Pupil of the week
	Achievement 

	N

	Lucas for always being a kind and thoughtful friend 
	Noah for always making a good contribution during carpet times.  

	RDM

	Golibenachi for wonderful singing in our Christmas show - well done!
	Emilia for wonderful phonic work this week - well done! 

	RS

	Lucia for singing her heart out in our Christmas show!
	Ronnie for writing CVC words independently

	Y1G

	All of 1G for a fantastic performance!
	All of 1G for a fantastic performance!

	Y1S

	All of 1S for an amazing performance!
	All of 1S for an amazing performance

	Y2C

	Arwyn for trying her hardest all week
	Oskar D for great shape knowledge in maths

	Y2D

	Chidumebi for always being a kind and gentle person and having fantastic dance moves in our class assembly. 
	George for your lovely clear voice and amazing singing in our class assembly. 

	Y3F

	Chloe for always being ready to learn and try her best in everything
	Rosie for really trying hard to say her line in the nativity loud and clear

	Y3H

	Johann for always following instructions perfectly. He has carefully used his success criteria in writing to produce a really good newspaper report.
	Eliana for wonderful singing and dancing in our Nativity play.

	Y4H

	Saara for producing a fantastic piece of writing for her homework.
	Kody for a significant improvement in his handwriting! WoW!!

	Y4O

	Racquel for being an amazing, exemplary pupil, who always gives her best.
	All of 4OH for achieving their starfish certificates at swimming

	Y5K

	Ozzy for being a great pupil and for always trying his best in everything that he does.
	Oliver for great work in Dance yesterday, committing to the role and character.

	Y5L

	Jake for bringing joy and energy to writing, creating a fantastic fiction narrative at home
	George for his attention to detail and engagement during the toy soldier/robot dance session this week.

	Y6S

	Eunice for setting a fantastic example to the class and always trying your best.
	Abdul for your fantastic ideas and responses during our class debate this week.

	Y6W

	Roman for helping both staff and children in the class this week.
	Dale for his great attitude and work in our class debate in English and also his clay heart artwork.



Headteacher AwardsOscar in 1G for trying really hard all week.
Blake in 2D for writing great 2a sentences independently.
Teti in 3F for making links between the birth of Jesus and biblical quotes.
Elijah in 5K for showing great kindness to all his class mates.







Caritas Award  
[image: Catholic Life of the School – St Bedes ...][image: Christmas Holly SVG, Holly berry SVG, Christmas svg, Mistletoe Svg, Clipart, Circut, Cut File,Digital Download, Print Winter svg image 1]The Caritas Award is presented each week to a child in recognition of their outstanding achievement in putting love into action. This week the award goes Jessen in 1G who left the game he was playing with his friends to ensure that his sister was okay. How loving!

Attendance
[image: Christmas Holly SVG, Holly berry SVG, Christmas svg, Mistletoe Svg, Clipart, Circut, Cut File,Digital Download, Print Winter svg image 1]Overall whole school attendance this week is 92.9%. We have been hit with colds, temperatures and sickness over the last couple of weeks. Let’s hope that everyone is on the road to recovery now.   The best class this week for attendance is 3F with 97%. They will have a longer break. Well done to them!

School doors open at 8.40am to give the children time to take off their coats and be ready at their desks for an 8.45am start.  The doors close promptly at 8.45am. 
Under the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC), Article 29, children have the right to an education.  If you are experiencing any difficulties or require any additional support with attendance or punctuality, please contact our Attendance Officer, Mrs Burgess Hamlett.

Illness advice
[image: Christmas Holly SVG, Holly berry SVG, Christmas svg, Mistletoe Svg, Clipart, Circut, Cut File,Digital Download, Print Winter svg image 1]There are many bugs and illnesses around at the moment. If you would like some guidance please see https://ukhsa.blog.gov.uk/2024/09/04/a-parents-guide-to-keeping-kids-healthy-this-school-year/ 


World champion
[image: ][image: Christmas Holly SVG, Holly berry SVG, Christmas svg, Mistletoe Svg, Clipart, Circut, Cut File,Digital Download, Print Winter svg image 1]Over the weekend, one of our pupils, Jennifer, took part in the GDO world street dance championships with her team and they won! They are the world champions. Well done Jennifer – we are very proud of you.






SEND coffee morning
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Uniform
[image: Christmas Holly SVG, Holly berry SVG, Christmas svg, Mistletoe Svg, Clipart, Circut, Cut File,Digital Download, Print Winter svg image 1]If you are in need of some items of uniform, please contact the office. We have a supply of items kindly donated by families whose children have outgrown them. 

Support
[image: Christmas Holly SVG, Holly berry SVG, Christmas svg, Mistletoe Svg, Clipart, Circut, Cut File,Digital Download, Print Winter svg image 1]As a school we are here for both your children and your family. If you are experiencing any difficulties or have any anxieties, please get in touch with Mrs Sylvester for a private conversation. Her email address is c.sylvester@st-clares.manchester.sch.uk or you can ring the school number or message via the school app. If we are unable to help you, we may be able to refer you to somebody who can.

Safeguarding
[image: Christmas Holly SVG, Holly berry SVG, Christmas svg, Mistletoe Svg, Clipart, Circut, Cut File,Digital Download, Print Winter svg image 1]Safeguarding children is everyone’s responsibility. If you have any concerns regarding the safety of a child, please report it. You are able to refer concerns directly to children’s services. The contact details for them is particularly important during the summer holidays when some children may be susceptible to more harm and neglect.
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During this second week of Advent, I wish you all peace.
Mrs Howe

Upcoming dates
14th December – Family Mass 10.30am
Christmas Dates

Y4, 5, 6 Carole service in church – Wednesday 17th December 9.15am

Music Showcase – Monday 15th December 9.15am

Y2 carols – Monday 15th December 2.40pm

Music showcase – Monday 15th December 9.15am

Christmas Mass (whole school) – Tuesday 16th December
9.00am

Christmas dinner day – Wednesday 17th December

Panto / party day – Thursday 18th December

School closes for Christmas – Friday 19th December 1.15pm

The weekly newsletter is also available on our school website Newsletters
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A prayer for hope
"God of hope, be with us on our Advent journey. We remember Mary and Joseph and give thanks for their faithfulness and courage in stepping out into the unknown in the strength of your Spirit". 

A prayer for peace
"Lord, we pray that you would light up our lives with your coming. As we await Jesus, we pray for peace in our world, as we know that Jesus, the Prince of Peace, is the answer". 
A prayer for joy.
Loving Father, You sent Your Son to bring joy to the world. As we await His coming, fill our hearts with gladness. Help us to rejoice in Your presence, to share joy with others, and to spread the good news of salvation. Amen
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