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Happy New Year! 
We hope that you all had a lovely Christmas and New Year and that you got time to relax and spend some time with the people who are important to you.

On Wednesday, the Royal Institute for science were in school. They worked with various groups of children showcasing science relating mainly to energy and astonished the children with many exciting experiments. Thank you to all of you who were able to come and join us for part of the day. Thank you to Mrs Salza for organising this for us.
Linked to our snowy weather this week, Nursery have been learning about snowy animals. Reception have read ‘Captain Yellow-Belly’ and have made up their own pirate names and drawn their pirates. The children in the Willow Room have been enjoying the story of ‘Dear Zoo.’ In RE, Year 1 have hot seated Simeon in the recount of the Presentation of Jesus in the Temple. Year 2 have been learning the properties of 3-d shapes this week. As part of their Stone Age topic, Year 3 have been learning about the different types of early humans. Year 4 have been discussing how we face common challenges together as part of their solidarity and common good Caritas work. In science, Year 5 have been investigating whether the mass of an object affects gravity. Year 6 have started their World War 2 topic and have analysed ‘ Dear mum I love you’ as an introduction to evacuees.

Mass
We returned to school on Tuesday and celebrated the Feast of the Epiphany. This is the day that the three kings arrived to give praise and recognition to God’s son and brought their gifts of gold, frankincense and myrhh. The gifts signified Jesus’s identity as God, king and man.
We asked the children to reflect on all the gifts that we have been given by God and how they might use these gifts for the benefit of others.

Come and pray

Our chapel / KS2 prayer garden is open each Tuesday morning before school for staff, pupils and parents to come and pray privately. Starting the day with God is a 
beautiful way to begin the morning. You are very welcome to pop in from 8.15am each Tuesday.


Pupil certificates
	
	Pupil of the week
	Achievement 

	N

	Louie for using his amazing communication skills to share his impressive knowledge
	Frankie for remembering our days of the week independently. 

	RDM

	Elysia for brilliant effort in all areas, well done!
	Isabella for fantastic use of phonics in her independent writing!

	RS

	Azlan for using initial sounds to label his pictures
	Roseanne for putting in extra effort with her Maths work on length this week

	Y1G

	Kieran for trying his best all week! 
	Luke for his fantastic maths work this week on numbers to 20. 

	Y1S

	Michelle for always doing her best and producing beautiful, thoughtful work for every lesson.
	Mila for working very hard with her handwriting this week.

	Y2C

	Alba Downie for coming back straight away ready to learn
	Ivy for showcasing her super knowledge of sentences

	Y2D

	Ella for being an excellent role model in our class. 
	Even for your amazing shape knowledge in our maths lessons this week! 

	Y3F

	Finley for having an excellent start to 2026, keep it up!
	Lennox for his outstanding effort in maths and setting his work out exceptionally neatly.

	Y3H

	Eliana for being a super Talk Detective in our science lesson about a balanced diet.
	Tomasz for being a lot more confident to contribute to lessons.

	Y4H

	Jacob G for being engaged, enthusiastic and contributing in all lessons.
	Samad for showing excellent inference and understanding of our class text!

	Y4O

	Louie for being so focused and having a great attitude towards his learning this week. Well done.
	Maria for producing some fantastic moves in dance, moving as different game characters!

	Y5KG

	Layla for showing great determination and resilience in maths whilst learning about long multiplication.
	Evana for demonstrating excellent oracy skills when interviewing Phillipe Petit changing both her expression and tone of voice. 

	Y5L

	Kacper for having  a fantastic attitude towards his learning, on his first week back, keep it up!
	Blessing for her brilliant hot seating questions to Philippe Petit, delivering oracy in a confident and probing manner.

	Y6S

	Jacob for having a fantastic attitude towards his learning. 
	Harry for using great examples of higher level vocabulary in his literacy work this week. 

	Y6W

	Lennon for a great start to 2026 having a fantastic attitude towards school and his learning.
	Liza for achieving her best score in her arithmetic since we started in September.




Headteacher AwardsLily in Nursery for remembering all of the discussion guidelines.
Reuben in 1S for always giving his all in everything he does.
Farhan in 3F for his great positive attitude to learning in 2026.
Olivia W in 5L for being a fantastic role model and putting maximum effort into everything she does.



Attendance
Overall whole school attendance this week is 94.3%. The best class this week for attendance for the second week running is 2D with 97%. They will have a longer break. Well done to them!

School doors open at 8.40am to give the children time to take off their coats and be ready at their desks for an 8.45am start.  The doors close promptly at 8.45am. 
Under the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC), Article 29, children have the right to an education.  If you are experiencing any difficulties or require any additional support with attendance or punctuality, please contact our Attendance Officer, Mrs Burgess Hamlett.

Online safety advice
There is support and guidance for parents available about managing your child’s digital life. The following link will give you some advice if needed.
 https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/resource/what-i-wish-my-parents-or-carers-knew-a-guide-for-parents-and-carers-on-managing-childrens-digital-lives/  

Our Lady’s Ofsted
Message from Our Lady’s:
Our Lady's RC High School are delighted to share with you the outcome of our most recent Ofsted inspection. We are among the first schools in the country to be inspected under Ofsted’s new inspection framework. We are extremely proud to confirm that we have been graded ‘Strong’ in all areas: Achievement, Attendance and Behaviour, Curriculum and Teaching, Inclusion, Leadership and Governance, and Personal Development and Well-being. Under the new framework, a judgement of Strong represents an exceptionally high standard and Ofsted describes this level as “excellent, consistent work that is making a real difference for children and learners.” The inspection team identified no areas for improvement. You can read our full inspection report here or by scanning the QR code:
[image: ]


Uniform
[bookmark: _GoBack]We are very proud of how our children look in their school uniforms. The uniform helps to ensure that all children feel equal and know that they are an important member of our school community..
If you are in need of some items of uniform, please contact the office. We have a supply of items kindly donated by families whose children have outgrown them. 

Support
As a school we are here for both your children and your family. If you are experiencing any difficulties or have any anxieties, please get in touch with Mrs Sylvester for a private conversation. Her email address is c.sylvester@st-clares.manchester.sch.uk or you can ring the school number or message via the school app. If we are unable to help you, we may be able to refer you to somebody who can.

Safeguarding
Safeguarding children is everyone’s responsibility. If you have any concerns regarding the safety of a child, please report it. You are able to refer concerns directly to children’s services. The contact details for them is particularly important during the summer holidays when some children may be susceptible to more harm and neglect.
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Wishing you all a very Happy New Year filled with God’s blessings,
Mrs Howe

Upcoming dates
Sunday 11th January – family mass 10.30am
Saturday 17th January – Reconciliation rehearsal 10am-12pm
21st and 22ns January – Reconciliation Sacrament 6pm
28th January – Pirate day in Reception
5th February – Young Voices
8th February – family mass 10.30am 




The weekly newsletter is also available on our school website Newsletters
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