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This week we welcomed the Olympic gymnast and medallist, Beth Tweddle, into school. She led an assembly focused on her career, how she got into gymnastics, her training and how important it is to follow your dreams leading a healthy lifestyle.
Our Nursery children have been being scientists this week and trying to work out how to make ice melt quickly. There has been an invasion of pirates in Reception and learning about the historic pirate, Blackbeard. Children in the Willow Room have been creating flower pictures using printing skills and make stick animals. In science, Year 1 have been learning about seasonal changes from autumn to winter. Year 2 have been busy learning to count using pence. We welcome Sister Anne and Ann into school this week who led reconciliation retreats with all of our Year 3 children in preparation for the Holy Sacrament. The children looked at the steps to reconciliation, how to say sorry, did some role play and participated in a prayer and liturgy at the end of the day. They thoroughly enjoyed the day. In their art topic, Year 4 have been creating knot wood based on Viking patterns. Science has been a popular subject this week as Year 5 have made parachutes with different materials and differing sizes to investigate the effects of air resistance. Year 6 have built simple electrical circuits in science to see the necessary components.

Assembly
And when Jesus was baptised, immediately He went up from the water, and behold, the heavens were opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming to rest on Him; and behold, a voice from Heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.”   Matthew 3:16-17

Jesus’ Baptism was a beautiful event that made a bold statement - He is God’s Son! Through our assembly, the children understood that we are invited to follow Jesus’ example of Baptism and make a bold statement for God in how we live our lives.

Come and pray





[bookmark: _GoBack]Our chapel / KS2 prayer garden is open each Tuesday morning before school for staff, pupils and parents to come and pray privately. Starting the day with God is a 
beautiful way to begin the morning. You are very welcome to pop in from 8.15am each Tuesday.


Pupil certificates

	
	Pupil of the week
	Achievement 

	N

	Marco for growing in confidence and feeling morehappy and settled in Nursery
	Lilly-May for being such a helpful girl around the classroom

	RDM

	Nia-Remi for being a kind friend.
	Nadia S for fantastic blending in phonics! Well done.

	RS

	Michal for trying his best in all areas of learning!
	Daniel for using great vocabulary relating to Mass.

	Y1G

	Molly-Mae for becoming an independent learner. 
	Milton for his enthusiasm during dance, his moves are amazing! 

	Y1S

	Nancy for being a kind friend to everyone in one our class.
	Joel for sharing lovely, thoughtful ideas in RE.

	Y2C

	Szymon for trying his hardest in every lesson
	Ayden for starting his letters on the line in handwriting

	Y2D

	Blake for trying really hard all week and being super focused. 
	Penelope for writing a lovely diary entry. 

	Y3F

	Yohannes for having a great week, a brilliant working attitude, keep it up!
	Lexi for a big improvement in her handwriting!

	Y3H

	Tara for a great improvement in her attitude towards her learning.
	Hajra for using known facts about number bonds to solve problems.

	Y4H

	Grace for being an all round super star!
	Pixie for a great improvement of division this week!

	Y4O

	Akongwi for being more settled and having a great attitude towards his work. 
	Daylia for creating beautiful knotwork designs in art based on Vikings

	Y5KG

	Alex D for impressing me with his manners, focus and attitude to learning this week. 
	Elisa for a mature understanding of how the parable of the Good Samaritan links to the greatest commandment. 

	Y5L

	Madeline for always being ready, respectful and safe in her learning.
	Avayah for producing a high level piece of writing about Philippe Petit. 

	Y6S

	Joris for the amazing effort he puts into all that he does. 
	Phoebe for her fantastic use of scientific vocabulary during our science lesson. 

	Y6W

	Oleksandr for his fantastic attitude towards his learning this week.
	Nova for her effort in her handwriting this week.



Headteacher AwardsEmilia in RDM for always setting a wonderful example to others.
Rory in 2C for always trying his hardest and displaying great behaviour.
Hugo in 3F for fantastic participation in our Reconciliation Retreat.
Phaedra in 6S for using high level vocabulary in her writing.



Attendance
Overall whole school attendance this week is 94.3%. The best class this week for attendance for the second week running is 2D with 97%. They will have a longer break. Well done to them!

School doors open at 8.40am to give the children time to take off their coats and be ready at their desks for an 8.45am start.  The doors close promptly at 8.45am. 
Under the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC), Article 29, children have the right to an education.  If you are experiencing any difficulties or require any additional support with attendance or punctuality, please contact our Attendance Officer, Mrs Burgess Hamlett.

National Year of Reading
The government have announced that this year will be a national year of reading. The aim is to improve reading for pleasure amongst children. We do try and promote a love of reading amongst our children as reading is such an important skill that they will need for the rest of their lives and is a great way to relax and switch off from the busyness of the day. We will be promoting reading in different ways over the course of the year.
Monday 2nd February marks the start of National Story Telling Week. If you would like to come into school, perhaps into your child’s class, to share your favourite short story at the end of the day, please message school via the app. This may prove more difficult with older children as books are usually longer, so perhaps you could share your favourite ‘story’ poem. We want you to share the joy of reading with the children. Children learn what they see, so if they see parents reading they are more likely to want to read too.

Online safety advice
There is support and guidance for parents available about managing your child’s digital life. The following link will give you some advice if needed.
 https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/resource/what-i-wish-my-parents-or-carers-knew-a-guide-for-parents-and-carers-on-managing-childrens-digital-lives/  


Uniform
We are very proud of how our children look in their school uniforms. The uniform helps to ensure that all children feel equal and know that they are an important member of our school community..
If you are in need of some items of uniform, please contact the office. We have a supply of items kindly donated by families whose children have outgrown them. 

Support
As a school we are here for both your children and your family. If you are experiencing any difficulties or have any anxieties, please get in touch with Mrs Sylvester for a private conversation. Her email address is c.sylvester@st-clares.manchester.sch.uk or you can ring the school number or message via the school app. If we are unable to help you, we may be able to refer you to somebody who can.

Safeguarding
Safeguarding children is everyone’s responsibility. If you have any concerns regarding the safety of a child, please report it. You are able to refer concerns directly to children’s services. The contact details for them is particularly important during the summer holidays when some children may be susceptible to more harm and neglect.
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I hope that you all have a wonderful weekend,
Mrs Howe

Upcoming dates
Saturday 17th January – Reconciliation rehearsal 10am-12pm
21st and 22nd January – Reconciliation Sacrament 6pm
28th January – Pirate day in Reception
5th February – Young Voices
8th February – family mass 10.30am 




The weekly newsletter is also available on our school website Newsletters
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