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This week children from Key Stage 2 went to Our Lady’s to watch a performance of Aladdin. They really enjoyed the show. It was lovely to see so many former St Clare’s pupils performing highlighting the opportunities the children could have when they attend Our Lady’s.
In Nursery, the children have been learning how to jump in different ways in their gymnastics lesson. Reception children had a fantastic day being pirates. They all looked amazing, made treasure maps and learnt a sea shanty. Children in the Willow Room also had fun popping bubbles with different body parts. In geography, Year 1 have been learning about the human and physical features of Blackley. Year 2 have been busy writing a non-chronological report on rain. In DT, Year 3 have been tasting seasonal vegetables in preparation for making seasonal wraps. Year 4 practised their oracy skills this week by holding a debate in history about who was the greatest leader – Queen Victoria or Alfred the Great. In English, Year 5 wrote a newspaper report on Phillipe Petit who walked across a high wire between the Twin Towers.  Year 6 have been analysing artwork related to the Good Samaritan and noting what effects the artists used to express the themes of the story.

Assembly
And He said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.” Immediately they left the boat and their father and followed Him. Matthew 4:19-20

The first disciples were born into families of fishermen. Jesus called them and they gave up everything to follow Him. In our Celebration of the Word assembly, children heard that God has a deeper purpose for us all. God invites us to hear His call and respond to the amazing plans He has for us.

Come and pray

Our chapel / KS2 prayer garden is open each Tuesday morning before school for staff, pupils and parents to come and pray privately. Starting the day with God is a 
beautiful way to begin the morning. You are very welcome to pop in from 8.15am each Tuesday.



Pupil certificates

	
	Pupil of the week
	Achievement 

	N

	Ronnie for starting to use the toilet independently, what an achievement! 
	Rupert for being a superstar and using the toilet independently all week! 

	RDM

	D’Jamela for being so kind and helpful.
	Drishya for making a fantastic treasure map for her homework!

	RS

	Desire for always putting in 110% into everything she does.
	Iremide for remembering to use the discussion guidelines every day in class and helping others learn them.

	Y1G

	Elizabeth for being a helpful and kind member of our class. 
	Aria-Rose for working hard to make sure all her sentences have a capital letter and full stop. 

	Y1S

	Danica for putting 100% effort into all of her work this week.
	Anastazja for fantastic independent writing in English.

	Y2C

	Mickey for his amazing listening and attitude all week
	Ziyan for writing sentences independently

	Y2D

	George for trying hard all week. 
	Frankie for working hard on your non chronological report. 

	Y3F

	Elijah for having a great week, and working hard, especially in maths
	Nellie for writing wonderful emotive language sentences in English

	Y3H

	Ethel for writing a very thoughtful piece of RE work about the values of The Kingdom of God.
	Kendrick for being focused and ready to learn this week.

	Y4H

	Joan for always working hard, being respectful and a super member of 4H
	Mia for fantastic maths work this week - learning about perimeter.

	Y4O

	Lewis for trying his best across all subjects this week.
	Luca for trying so hard with his handwriting.

	Y5KG

	Hillary for using her talent in basketball to support and inspire others.  
	Elijah for always giving 100% in lessons, especially during our graph work in science this week. 

	Y5L

	Leah for always trying her best across all her lessons this week.
	Honor and Amelia for their fantastic arabesque gymnastic sequences during PE.

	Y6S
Caritas 
	Skylar for being very kind and helpful to a classmate who needed help with her work.
	Eunice for some fantastic work in Science, explaining how to fix broken circuits.

	Y6W
Caritas 
	Liza for the massive improvement in her attitude towards her reading this week.
	James and Malik for their fantastic WW2 dancing




Headteacher AwardsZion in 1S for trying so hard with his handwriting and number formation.
Anaya in 2D for beautiful handwriting.
Ophelia in 4O for keeping in time with the music so well in dance.
Maria in 5K for her very creative projects completed at home (including an aeroplane) that inspire others.


Caritas Award  [image: Catholic Life of the School – St Bedes ...]
The Caritas Award is presented each week to a child in recognition of their outstanding achievement in putting love into action. This week the award goes to Julia in 6S for being a very warm, welcoming, supportive and caring member of the class.

Attendance
Overall whole school attendance this week is 93.2% which is low. The best class for attendance this week is 6S with 97%. Well done to them, they will have a longer break as a treat.

School doors open at 8.40am to give the children time to take off their coats and be ready at their desks for an 8.45am start.  The doors close promptly at 8.45am. 
Under the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC), Article 29, children have the right to an education.  If you are experiencing any difficulties or require any additional support with attendance or punctuality, please contact our Attendance Officer, Mrs Burgess Hamlett.

National Year of Reading
The government have announced that this year will be a national year of reading. The aim is to improve reading for pleasure amongst children. We do try and promote a love of reading amongst our children as reading is such an important skill that they will need for the rest of their lives and is a great way to relax and switch off from the busyness of the day. We will be promoting reading in different ways over the course of the year. Monday marks the start of National Story Telling Week. If you would like to come into school, perhaps into your child’s class, to share your favourite short story at the end of the day, please message school via the app. This may prove more difficult with older children as books are usually longer, so perhaps you could share your favourite ‘story’ poem. We want you to share the joy of reading with the children. Children learn what they see, so if they see parents reading they are more likely to want to read too.


Times Table Rock Stars
We are trying to ignite the children’s passion for learning their times tables and using the online site TTRS. Knowing times table facts off by heart significantly helps children with lots of different aspects of maths. On Monday 2nd February, the children may come into school dressed as rock stars. Class battles will be set up to see who knows their times tables the best.

[image: ]
Tombola
We are holding a chocolate tombola in school with a number of prizes available, suitable for Valentine’s Day gifts. Tickets are available from the office – 50p each or 3 for £1. If your ticket ends in a 5 or a 0, you win a prize.
Money raised will go into our school fund.

Valentine’s Day treats
[bookmark: _GoBack]On Friday 13th February, Valentine’s biscuits and sweet packs will be on sale before school on the front playground. They will be £1 or 50p each. Again, all proceeds will go to our school fund. 


Emotionally Based School Avoidance (EBSA)
EBSA describes difficulties attending lessons or school due to significant emotional barriers. Manchester LA have set up a webpage which parents can access for support.
https://padlet.com/epresources/manchester-ebsa-h1w2wywtv3mmxbew 

Online safety advice
There is support and guidance for parents available about managing your child’s digital life. The following link will give you some advice if needed.
 https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/resource/what-i-wish-my-parents-or-carers-knew-a-guide-for-parents-and-carers-on-managing-childrens-digital-lives/  


Uniform
We are very proud of how our children look in their school uniforms. The uniform helps to ensure that all children feel equal and know that they are an important member of our school community..
If you are in need of some items of uniform, please contact the office. We have a supply of items kindly donated by families whose children have outgrown them. 

Support
As a school we are here for both your children and your family. If you are experiencing any difficulties or have any anxieties, please get in touch with Mrs Sylvester for a private conversation. Her email address is c.sylvester@st-clares.manchester.sch.uk or you can ring the school number or message via the school app. If we are unable to help you, we may be able to refer you to somebody who can.

Safeguarding
Safeguarding children is everyone’s responsibility. If you have any concerns regarding the safety of a child, please report it. You are able to refer concerns directly to children’s services or via school.

[image: ]











I hope that you all have a wonderful weekend,
Mrs Howe

Upcoming dates

2nd February – TTRS day
5th February – Young Voices
6th February – Y4 Palace Theatre
8th February – family mass 10.30am 




The weekly newsletter is also available on our school website Newsletters
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