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We have started to play music as the children come into school on ‘Funky Fridays.’ It certainly does put a smile on the faces of the children…and parents. Hopefully, the children come into school happy and ready to start their day. 
I hope that all our mums and those who act as mums had a lovely Mother’s Day last weekend spent with your loved ones. Thank you to everyone who joined the special Mother’s Day Mass on Sunday. It was so lovely for so many families to join us at the Mass. As always the children’s behaviour was great, they were reverent and sang enthusiastically. Thank you to Father and the parish community who are so supportive of our children and school.
I also hope that our Irish families enjoyed celebrating St Patrick this week. We can try and be like him by praying more and sharing the Word of God confidently, even in the face of opposition.
Happy Eid al-Fitr to members of our Muslim community. 

Thank you to everyone who attended the Dough Disco in Nursery and the maths stay and play for Reception. Sadly, nobody attended the Year 4 multiplication times checker  information session, so Miss Gibson will send out the relevant information to you and share it on the Year 4 class page on the website.
This week our Nursery children led our assembly. It was linked to mothers and the wonderful things they do for and with us out of love. The link was also made that Mary is also our mother. Reception children loved sharing their knowledge of how to make 5 with their parents in the stay and play session. Children in the Willow Room have been practising counting to 10. Year 1 have been learning about mass in maths and using scales to measure items that are heavy and light. In English, Year 2 have started to write a letter as the wolf linked to the book ‘The Last Wolf.’ Year 3 went on a trip to Kenyon Hall Farm on Thursday where they learnt all about the different fruit plants and their life cycles. They also learnt how to grow their own vegetables, planting their own seed and taking it home to watch it grow. Year 4 have been on a minibeast hunt in our forest school and KS1 prayer garden, discovering different minibeasts and discussing the habitat in which they live, they then described what they had found. Year 5 have focused on 

developing their oracy skills this week by holding class discussions about how we know the Earth is spherical and the morality of spending so much money on Space travel. Year 6 have been exploring the Lewis Carroll 
poem ‘Jabberwocky’ and creating their own poem using portmanteau language.

Lenten activities
Our Mini-Clares have decided that they would like to ask all pupils to carry out 20 acts of kindness during the season of Lent. Your child will have been given a sheet for you to note the acts of kindness on. Upon completion, your child will be given a gold cross to symbolise that we are travelling with Christ to the Cross in Lent. The idea is that the acts are spread out over Lent and not all completed within the first week. Thanks to the children who have been working on this.

The Mini Clare's have also asked if during the season of Lent, you could spend some time at home with your child making a Cross or an Easter scene for us to display around school. This will give you the opportunity to discuss the importance of Lent. As we are called in the encyclical Laudato Si, to care for our common home, we ask you to make your Cross from things that you can recycle in your home – please do not go out spending any money. If you do make one please send it in to your child’s class teacher. 

Finally, the Mini-Clares have created Lenten prayer packs which will be sent home for your family to partake in prayers together.  "For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I with them"
We hope that you enjoy completing your acts of kindness, praying together and look forward to seeing what the children create!
We have also ordered the St Joseph Penny boxes which have been sent home. The boxes are used to collect any spare change that you may have and wish to donate to Caritas.

We have a selection of Easter hampers which we are going to raffle. Tickets are on sale for £1 each. Thank you to Mrs Pollard for her very kind donations and to the members of staff who have also donated eggs.
[bookmark: _GoBack]We are hoping to send some of the money raised to Mary’s Meals and Caritas. We are also hoping to retain some for a new speaker system in our Key Stage 1 building. The raffle will be drawn next Friday, so next week is your last chance to buy tickets. Thank you for your support.

Come and pray
Our chapel / KS2 prayer garden is open each Tuesday morning before school for staff, pupils and parents to come and pray privately. Starting the day with God is a 
beautiful way to begin the morning. You are very welcome to pop in from 8.15am each Tuesday.

Pupil certificates
	
	Pupil of the week
	Achievement 

	N

	Daniel for always following our routines and being super helpful during tidy up time
	Vincent for very impressive maths skills 

	RDM

	Golibeanchi for trying really hard to stay focused in his new carpet place.  Well done!
	Tinsley for great effort in phonics.

	RS

	Lucia for having an improved attitude to learning
	Luna for always trying to make improvements in her writing.

	Y1G

	Gia for always being ready to learn on the carpet. 
	Oscar for his focus during handwriting sessions. 

	Y1S

	K’cey for working very hard with following our discussion guidelines in lessons.
	Theodore for a brilliant flower design inspired by Georgia O’Keefe in art.

	Y2C

	Trinity for always being a kind ans caring shoulder partner
	Irene for always showing off her amazing vocabulary and grammar during English

	Y2D

	Patrick for having amazing ideas all week. . 
	Hassan for using his oracy skills to build on and Challenge other’s ideas. 

	Y3F

	Tymofiy for setting an amazing example on our trip
	Maggie for doing some amazing work in history about how coins were introduced in the iron age

	Y3H

	Annie_Rose for her excellent knowledge of growing vegetables during our trip to the farm
	Cole for working hard all week and showing a great improvement in his handwriting.

	Y4H

	Elijah for having a mature, sensible attitude!
	Joan for making fantastic progress in reading, writing and maths!

	Y4O

	Maria for writing a wonderful letter in English, her style and flow of writing is improving massively!
	Hope for her fantastic hard work in times tables this week. Her confidence is growing rapidly!

	Y5KG

	Daniel for always contributing mature and articulate ideas and always giving 100% to his work. 
	Kian for confidently instigating a discussion and challenging others’ points of view during our class debates this week. 

	Y5L

	Isla for showing support and kindness to her peers.
	Freddy for his strong debating technique and thoughtful contributions in the balanced argument literacy lesson.

	Y6S

	Hepzibah for always putting 100% into all that she does!
	Harry for creating a fantastic non-sense poem in English this week. 

	Y6W

	Tysianna for her fantastic effort towards her revision and learning.
	Frank for a massive improvement in his reading




Headteacher AwardsAinsley in RDM for confidently contributing during oracy activities.
Reggie in 1S for always being kind and thoughtful to everyone he is around.
Ugochi in 3F for being a great friend on the trip, looking after her partner
Abdul in 6S  for the effort and enthusiasm put into his science work this week.




Caritas Award  [image: Catholic Life of the School – St Bedes ...]
The Caritas Award is presented each week to a child in recognition of their outstanding achievement in putting love into action. This week the award goes to Layla in 3H for showing great appreciation and gratitude for the nature on our trip to the farm
Attendance
Overall whole school attendance this week is 95.5% which is an improvement of last week. The best classes for attendance this week are RS, 2C and 3F with 98% . Well done to them, they will get a longer break as a reward.
School doors open at 8.40am to give the children time to take off their coats and be ready at their desks for an 8.45am start.  The doors close promptly at 8.45am. 
Under the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC), Article 29, children have the right to an education.  If you are experiencing any difficulties or require any additional support with attendance or punctuality, please contact our Attendance Officer, Mrs Burgess Hamlett.



Let’s Talk
Good oracy skills is really important.  Effective communication is more than just "chatting." It’s about learning to argue a point, listen actively, and express ideas clearly. These skills are essential for success in the classroom and beyond.
Oracy doesn't stop at the school gates! To support this journey, look out for our "Let’s Talk" discussion below. 

Here is this week’s suggestion:
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Parents Evening
Parents evening is on Wednesday 25th March. You have been sent out the details by the office for selecting your appointment slot. Parents evening is always well attended and a great opportunity for you to celebrate the work your child has done so far this year and speak to the class teacher about your child.

Statutory assessments
There are certain tests that children have to complete at a given time and date by the government. We have no choice over the dates chosen.
Year 6 SATS begin on Monday morning 11th May and finish at lunchtime on Thursday 14th May. It is imperative that you child is in school for these assessments and is on time.
Year 1 phonics screening check takes place the week commencing Monday 8th June. The Year 4 multiplication times table checker also takes place this same week. Again, children have to be in school for the assessments.
Thank you for your support with this matter.

Support
As a school we are here for both your children and your family. If you are experiencing any difficulties or have any anxieties, please get in touch with Mrs Sylvester for a private conversation. Her email address is c.sylvester@st-clares.manchester.sch.uk or you can ring the school number or message via the school app. If we are unable to help you, we may be able to refer you to somebody who can.

Safeguarding
Safeguarding children is everyone’s responsibility. If you have any concerns regarding the safety of a child, please report it. You are able to refer concerns directly to children’s services or via school.
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I hope that the weather is kind to us this weekend – enjoy!
Mrs Howe

Upcoming dates
25th March – Parents Evening
27th March – Year 2 trip
31st March – Stations of the Cross in church led by Year 5 9am
Wednesday 1st April – finish for Easter at 1.15pm












The weekly newsletter is also available on our school website Newsletters
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Lenten prayer:

God of all wholeness,

heal our hearts

of all that prevents us responding

to our sisters and brothers

excluded by poverty

and prevented from living a full and healthy life.

This Lent, may we:

implore justice through our prayer,

stand in solidarity through our fasting,

and reach out through our giving.

Send your life-giving power

to revive the weary,

restore the broken

and renew the face of the earth.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Amen.
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[image: As we enter our season of Lent today with Ash Wednesday, Pope Francis  offers suggestions for fasting. God bless each of us as we try to replicate  with our own journey, Jesus]
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Do you want to fast this Lent?
WORDS FROM POPE FRANCIS

Fast from hurting words and say kind words.
Fast from sadness and be filled with gratitude.
Fast from anger and be filled with patience.
Fast from pessimism and be filled with hope.
Fast from worries and trust in God.

Fast from complaints and contemplate simplicity.
Fast from pressures and be prayerful.

Fast from bitterness and fill your heart with joy.
Fast from selfishness and be compassionate

to others.

Fast from grudges and be reconciled.

Fast from words and be silent so you can listen.
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