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Issue 1 
	
	Welcome to the first edition of St Clare’s Laudato Si newsletter written by our fabulous Laudato Si’ council members in Year 5 and 6! Here we will talk about different climate actions, climate problems we face and offer ways that we can help tackle these so that we can create a greener, safer and happier world!

What we’ve been up to so far:
So far this year, our Laudato Si’ council have been very busy as they prepare for another year of attempting to achieve the Eco-Schools award. They have all supported in de-weeding the flower beds and planting new flower bulbs into the KS1 bedding boxes in time for Spring as well as to support our local wildlife (we even had help from our Science Ambassadors who did the same in the KS2 bedding boxes!) We have also been making display posters that have gone into each classroom to explain the importance of recycling and showing how to recycle different items.
Furthermore, the council members also conducted an energy audit of the school to see where we were wasting energy around the school grounds and thinking of ways that we could, as a school community, work together towards tackling energy waste at school and at home.


	
	
	

	










Laudato Si’ Council Targets for this year
· We are looking at ways of adding and adapting our green spaces at school
· We are attempting to cut down on energy waste at school
· We will be ensuring that all in school are trying their best to correctly recycle each day
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	Pollution
Pollution is a bad thing that can come off vehicles, excessive noise and lights. Pollution from vehicles is releasing bad chemicals into the air that can cause problems such as asthma and difficulties with breathing (as well as warming up our planet.)

What can we do as a school?
· We could try to walk more – whether this is walking from home to school one day a week, or parking slightly further away from school (this can also help us keep safer from harmful fumes)
· Switching off the engines – instead of sitting idle in the car when parked, switch off the car engine to stop it producing air pollution
Littering
Things like plastic and foil are very helpful in our lives, but they can have bad impacts if we don’t throw them away correctly. Most of us use things made of these once before throwing them away (sometimes being thrown into the wrong bins!) There is often litter on nearby streets, and this is blowing onto our playground – we are trying to tackle this by doing litter-picking during meetings but sometimes it can feel never-ending! Wild animals could also be attracted to areas where litter can be found.

Things to think about:
· Think what items should go into recycling bins before throwing it away (we can also carry our litter home instead of throwing it)
· Buying things like reuseable water bottles instead of using single-use ones.
Energy Saving
We have been researching energy use and how different electronics impact our energy bills. One thing we learnt was what the red light means on TVs and PlayStations (these are orange lights) when they are ‘off’ - they are actually on standby and still using small rates of energy - or how leaving fully charged items plugged-in still uses energy. Also, we have researched the benefits that turning down the heating slightly can bring to our planet (and bills) too!

What we can do:
· Turn electronics off instead of leaving them on standby
· Turning lights off when leaving a room
· Turn our temperatures down slightly to save money and energy
· Unplugging items as soon as they are fully charged
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