
Inspection of St Edmunds NSCC -
Washington Street, Girlington, Bradford, West Yorkshire BD8 9QW

Inspection date: 3 November 2021

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children flourish at this unique nursery. They are extremely happy and settled. 
Children are provided with high-quality care in a calm and stimulating learning 
environment. The supportive and professional team know children very well and 
children show that they are comfortable in their care. Children enter the nursery 
and eagerly find their friends and become engrossed in their play. Practitioners 
work collaboratively with other professionals involved in a child's care, in particular,
children with special educational needs and/or disabilities. As a result, children 
achieve the best possible outcomes, which helps them to prepare well for future 
learning and starting school.

Children develop a strong sense of right and wrong. They display excellent 
behaviour due to well-established boundaries and carefully structured routines. The
kind and caring approach, demonstrated by practitioners, is reflected in the 
children's positive behaviour. Children have impeccable manners and listen intently 
to each other. They manage their feelings and emotions and self-regulate as they 
play sociably together. Practitioners calmly settle minor disputes using effective eye
contact and gentle reminders. All children develop a strong connection to the 
community in which they live. They benefit from trips to the local wetlands. They 
engage in exciting and challenging activities, such as den building.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Practitioners provide an ambitious curriculum that helps children build on 
previous learning. Children gain a wealth of knowledge and skills. Practitioners 
meticulously assess children's progress. They use their assessments to plan 
activities designed to help all children to make rapid progress across all areas of 
learning. Practitioners celebrate children's unique identity. For example, they use
children's home language throughout their day at nursery. This helps to build 
children's positive self-esteem and confidence.

n During the COVID-19 pandemic, practitioners went above and beyond to support
children's learning at home and check on their welfare. For example, they 
provided online singing and story sessions for parents to try at home. 
Practitioners also visited children at home, delivering books and toys. Children 
have very strong attachments with their key person and have quickly adjusted 
back to the nursery routines.

n Practitioners prioritise developing children's speech and language skills. They 
join in with their conversations, modelling and repeating words. This helps 
children to hear the clear pronunciation of words. Babies smile and babble as 
they make marks on paper during stimulating sensory play. Older children 
express their ideas and use a wide range of words, which shows that their prior 
learning is well embedded.
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n Children make excellent progress in mathematics. They learn in detail about size
and position. Young children use trial and error to establish which objects will 
sink or float in the water tray. Children learn about nature as they grow and eat 
tomatoes from the nursery's vegetable plot.

n All children develop a genuine love of books and reading. They sit with 
practitioners and engage in stories that are planned for their age and stage of 
development. Older children listen to stories and recall what the story is about, 
demonstrating their excellent understanding. Babies look at picture books and 
start to name the objects in them. Children have access to a 'lending library' and
take books home to share with their families.

n Communication between parents, leaders and practitioners is excellent. 
Practitioners make time to talk to parents, offering guidance and reassurance as 
well as home learning ideas. This means that parents are able to continue their 
children's learning at home. Parents are keen to share how wonderful the 
practitioners are. Parents feel their children make excellent progress.

n Leaders have fostered a culture of reflective practice throughout the nursery. 
Practitioners are highly reflective of their practice and strive to improve. They 
monitor and evaluate the impact of changes to practice to ensure they are 
successful. Practitioners working towards further qualifications have time away 
from the children, to complete course work during the working day. This helps 
to support staff well-being.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders and practitioners give top priority to keeping children safe. They review 
the nursery environment, both indoors and outdoors, to make sure it is always safe
and secure. Practitioners are vigilant in noticing any changes in a child's behaviour 
and actions. Staff complete extensive training in safeguarding. They know what to 
do if they have any concerns about a child's welfare. Practitioners understand, and 
implement, the comprehensive safeguarding procedures. For example, they 
understand the whistle-blowing policy and know who to report any issues to. They 
note any patterns in children's absence and check to make sure there are no 
concerns about a family's well-being.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY336626

Local authority Bradford

Inspection number 10117645

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 122

Number of children on roll 59

Name of registered person St. Edmund's Nursery School & Children's 
Centre

Registered person unique 
reference number RP905833

Telephone number 01274 543282

Date of previous inspection 17 January 2014

Information about this early years setting

St Edmunds NSCC - registered in 2007. It operates Monday to Friday from 7.45am 
to 5.45pm for 50 weeks of the year. Across the nursery school provision as a 
whole, there are 40 childcare staff. Of these, 35 hold early years qualifications at 
level 2 or above, including five who hold qualified teacher status. The nursery 
provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Shirley Maynard
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
setting and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting.

n The headteacher and inspector completed a learning walk and discussed the 
early years curriculum.  

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching and the impact this has on 
children's learning, indoors and outdoors. 

n The headteacher and the inspector completed a joint observation of an activity. 
The inspector interacted with the children. She spoke to parents and took 
account of their views.

n Leadership and management meetings were held throughout the inspection, 
during which the inspector viewed relevant documentation. This included 
safeguarding policies and evidence of the suitability of staff. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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