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St Francis RC Primary School

English Policy  2020-22
This policy will be reviewed in line with the DFE Reading Framework produced July 2021
The National Curriculum (2014) clearly states that teaching the English language is an essential, if not the most essential role of a primary school. 

Our duty is to ensure that the teaching of English is prioritised and taught across the whole curriculum to enable children to excel throughout school life and beyond. It is part of the ‘essential knowledge’ (p6 National Curriculum) that is needed in society:

 ‘Teachers should develop pupils’ spoken language, reading, writing and vocabulary as integral aspects of the teaching of every subject. English is both a subject in its own right and the medium for teaching; for pupils, understanding the language provides access to the whole curriculum. Fluency in the English language is an essential foundation for success in all subjects.’ (P10 National Curriculum)’ 

Aims and Purposes

Our intention is to ensure that children leave primary school with the ability to:

 ( read easily, fluently and with good understanding 

( develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information

 ( acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken language 

( appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage 

( write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a range of contexts, purposes and audiences

 ( use discussion in order to learn; they should be able to elaborate and explain clearly their understanding and ideas 

Organisation of the English Curriculum 

We follow the English Programme of Study as laid out in the National Curriculum for English (Key Stages 1&2) 2014. 
EYFS 
Daily Intensive sessions with a focus on the Prime Area of Communication, and the Specific Area of Language are taught. These sessions include daily phonics teaching based on Letters and Sounds. 

After this whole class session, children may work with a teacher or teaching assistant to complete group or independent work. Children also practise and apply literacy skills in areas of provision around the classroom when working more freely; this may or may not be with an adult.
Children have a writing book  and evidence of independent writing is gathered using Evidence Me (2Simple)– an IT based programme.  Fantastic Foundations (Jane Considine) is used as the structure for our writing. This structure has a high focus on developing a rich and wide vocabulary 
Key Stage 1 and 2 
Throughout Key Stage 1 and 2, English Writing lessons occur daily with additional sessions solely for Reading. 
Writing

The focus of the daily English lesson is Writing, using The Write Stuff approach (Jane Considine). This method allows pupils to improve their oracy and widen their vocabulary in every lesson, whilst deepening their understanding of writerly choices.
The Write Stuff follows a method called Sentence Stacking which refers to the fact that sentences are stacked together chronologically and organised to engage children with short, moments of learning that they can then immediately apply to their own writing.  An individual lesson is based on a sentence model, broken in to 3 learning chunks. Each learning chunk has three sections:
1. Initiate section – a stimulus to capture the children’s imagination and set up a sentence.

1. Model section – the teacher close models a sentence that outlines clear writing features and techniques.

1. Enable section – the children write their sentence, following the model.

Children are challenged to ‘Deepen the Moment’ which requires them to independently draw upon previously learnt skills and apply them to their writing during that chunk.
The Write Stuff uses three essential components to support children in becoming great writers

The three zones of writing :-

· IDEAS -  The FANTASTICs uses a child friendly acronym to represent the nine idea lenses through which children can craft their ideas.

· TOOLS - The GRAMMARISTICS. The grammar rules of our language system and an accessible way to target weaknesses in pupils grammatical and linguistic structures.

· TECHNIQUES - The BOOMTASTICs which helps children capture 10 ways of adding drama and poetic devices to writing in a vivid visual.

Class teachers meet regularly to ensure continuity of provision and moderation in terms of expectations and outcomes in writing across the year groups. Moderation activities also take place between other schools in our Partnership
 Reading 
 We are committed to teaching our pupils to become skilled readers who develop a comprehensive understanding of words, language and texts as they move through school. They learn to read and then read to learn.
 Our aim is to ensure that pupils develop a love of reading so that they can read for purpose and for pleasure. We provide children with a range of reading opportunities in order to do this: 
	
	EYFS
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	Letters and Sounds phonics programme (daily)
	

	Individual Reading Books
	Phonically decodable. 

Matched to learnt phonemes                      Book banded then individual choice

	
	Self chosen

	Small group  Guided reading sessions
Weekly
	

	Whole Class Reading Sessions with a focus on comprehension
Weekly – using a range of resources including Ashley Booth Whole Class Reading

	Texts which drives the English Curriculum
	This is currently a changing list. This will be formalised following  the new Reading Framework w July 2021

	Library visits
At least annually

	Author visits/ Zoom
At least annually

	Links with Manchester Library Service
Regular opportunities are provided by the Library service. These are generally emailed to schools on a first come first served basis


Phonics 
Phonics is prioritised in the teaching of early reading and our children make excellent progress with over 90% each year achieving the expectations in the Phonics screening  check.
We aim to provide high quality, systematic phonic work taught discretely in Reception and KS1 for a minimum of 20 minutes per day.
We believe that phonics sessions should be engaging, interactive and delivered at a quick pace. Sessions should include aspects of physical development and engagement as well as oral and auditory phonics practice.
 Letters and Sounds is currently used as the spine for delivery of the phonics sessions. 
Batty Basics actions/songs/ images support learning in EYFS: the resources are visual, audial and kinaesthetic thus increasing the likelihood of rapid progress.
 Additional resources  are used in KS1 to support phonic sessions such as Phonics Play. 
Phonics is taught by teachers and teaching assistants in Reception and KS1 to  groups of children organised by need. Children learn the relevant GPCs, blending and segmenting skills and spelling rules by each phase to ensure that learning is progressive and teaching effective.
 In Reception and Key Stage 1, written phonics work may include letter formation and practice, word segmenting or sentence writing.
 Teachers assess childrens’ development continually but specifically at the end of each phase to ensure that errors, misconceptions and gaps in learning are quickly identified and addressed. 
For children who have not met the expectations of the Key Stage 1 Phonic Screening Check at the end of Year 1, or who still require phonics input in KS2, booster sessions and intervention groups are delivered in a similar fashion to Key Stage 1 to ensure that children learn the phonics skills required. 
Individual reading 
The school uses a variety of books from a wide range of scheme and non-scheme publications.
 In Reception, Key Stage 1 and Lower Key Stage 2, books are grouped initially as decodable Phonic Phases and then into Book Band colours.
For the early readers we use Collins Big Cat for Letters and Sounds, Reading Planet and Bug Club Phonics. These books are closely matched to a childs’ phonic knowledge.
Teachers choose specific books that are matched to a child’s phonic knowledge initially, in EYFS and KS1. As children develop their decoding skills through phonics they move through the phonically decodable books into book banded books and then into their own independent choices.
Parental Involvement 
The school actively encourages parents to read with their children. 
Strategies to support reading at home are shared regularly with parents . In Reception and KS1, parents are asked to enjoy reading with their child at home at least three times a week. 
Communication regarding reading is shared between parents and teachers via ‘Reading Records’
 In KS2, children are required to read for 20 minutes, at least three times per week independently and with or to an adult. The children record their own reading. 
Group Guided Reading
 From Reception to Year 3, all children take part in weekly group guided reading sessions, with a focus on developing fluency. In the earlier years, the aim is for pupils to practise the phonic knowledge that they have been taught in context (in a book). Children are grouped to ensure pupils with similar phonic knowledge can access a text with an appropriate level of challenge. A sequence of group reading sessions will always follow a four-part structured model (Prepare, decode, prosody, comprehension). The same text will be re-read three times in order to build fluency. 
Fluency
 It is our intention to ensure that, by the end of their primary education, all pupils are able to read fluently, and with confidence, in any subject in their forthcoming secondary education. There are three components to fluency, which we explicitly teach and model in reading sessions: Accuracy involves reading words correctly.
 Those who read with automaticity recognise words automatically, without having to decode or process them. Proficiency in accuracy and automaticity leads to an increased reading rate, but speed alone does not encompass fluency in its entirety.
 A third factor of fluency is prosody. Prosodic reading includes the use of intonation, phrasing, pausing and expression while reading.
 When reading orally, prosody provides a clue to the reader’s comprehension of a text. 
Whole Class Reading 
Reading Comprehension 
All year groups have whole class reading sessions, with the aim of developing specific reading skills. We use these sessions to encourage all pupils to read widely across both fiction and non-fiction and develop their comprehension skills.
In our whole class reading sessions, children are taught explicit curriculum objectives in depth. A wide range of resources are used to do this as well as written texts such as: movie trailers, documentaries, advertisements, short clips, music, photos or pictures.
 Reading for Pleasure and Purpose
 At St Francis, we we strive to nurture a love of reading. Our long term overview ensures that every child is exposed to high quality literature as they move through school. These books have been chosen as core texts that will inspire and engage our children and help drive our English Curriculum; although most of these books remain the same from year to year, we take into consideration the children’s interests or current affairs and sometimes the main driving text changes as a result. The teaching of reading is also embedded in the wider curriculum, giving children opportunity to transfer and apply their reading skills in other subjects.
 Library
 Our school aims to develop and foster a love of reading as well as encourage independence. The role of the school library is central in supporting our children’s learning, as it plays a key role in helping them develop their communication, information handling and research skills. 
Handwriting 
We believe that handwriting is a developmental process with its own distinctive stages of progression from readiness for handwriting, through to letter joins, practising speed and fluency and higher presentation skills. A flexible, fluent and legible handwriting style empowers children to write with confidence and creativity. This is an entitlement that needs skillful teaching if each individual is to reach their full potential. 
At St Francis, we initially teach each letter’s formation and then how it is joined, through explicit use of the  Penpals scheme. By the end of Key Stage 2 all pupils should be able to produce fluent, legible and, eventually, speedy joined-up handwriting, and to understand the different forms of handwriting used for different purposes. 
Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling
 Throughout school, grammar and punctuation strategies are taught explicitly to the children, generally in  context. All children are supported to write with increasing accuracy, using standard English. We achieve this by first examining how authors employ such features and then support children to practise, apply and embed those skills in their own writing.
 Each year group’s outcomes are clearly identified in line with the National Curriculum.
Teachers model expected writing using key skills which will be specifically taught in each year group. 
We use No Nonsense spelling scheme to introduce the different spelling patterns and form the main spine of spelling teaching: this is supplemented with a wide range of other activities and resources to embed. Children are set tasks weekly and teachers monitor this regularly.
 Any children who are struggling with a particular area of spelling, have their own word lists set to consolidate or learn.
 Spoken Language
 We intend for our pupils to speak clearly and confidently in order to articulate their views and opinions. We teach children to express themselves orally in an appropriate way, matching their style and response to audience and purpose, listening and responding to literature, giving and receiving instructions.
 Children develop the skills of participating effectively in group discussions. From Reception to Year 6, all children are encouraged to: 
( Justify ideas with reasons.
 ( Ask questions to check understanding. 
( Develop vocabulary and build knowledge.
 ( Negotiate. 
( Evaluate and build on the ideas of others. 
( Select the appropriate register for effective communication.
 ( Give well-structured descriptions and explanations.
 ( Speculate, hypothesise and explore ideas
. ( Organise their ideas prior to writing. 
Assessment, recording and reporting 
We believe that good writing takes time and that work needs to be edited and revised. Children’s writing is assessed as an ongoing process in which teachers build a bank of evidence over the year.These are tracked on the Performance of Writing Grids (POW) for each year group. Writing data is recorded on Itrack on a  termly basis. 

 Years 2 and 6 are assessed in line with the National Curriculum and the Teacher Assessment Framework. This results in an analysis of individual points’ progress and informs whole class, group and individual curricular targets. 
Reading attainment is assessed  using evidence from a range of reading sessions, one to one reading as well as formal reading tasks. 2Eskimo is used regularly to confirm judgements . Data is recorded on ITrack termly
Links with other subjects
 Pupils should be taught in all subjects to express themselves correctly and appropriately and to read accurately and with understanding. We truly value the importance of using high quality texts across the curriculum. Speaking and listening, reading and writing are embedded into cross curricular and theme planning. Since Standard English, spoken and written, is the predominate language in which knowledge and skills are taught and learned, pupils should be taught to recognise and use Standard English. Pupils should be taught the technical and specialist vocabulary of subjects and how to use and spell these words. They should also be taught to use the patterns of language vital to understanding and expression in different subjects.

