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A message from the Headteacher
As we journey towards the celebration of Easter, our preparation has been overshadowed by the sudden death of Lewis Albon in Year 
9. This was a tragic event for the family and deeply saddening for our school community. It is at times of such sadness and sorrow that 
we turn to our faith for strength and solace. 
The Easter message reminds us to pause and reflect and reminds us when Christ died on Good Friday and rose again three days later. 
We also remember others who have walked with Christ on his journey to the cross: the vulnerable, the challenged and the needy. St 
Joseph’s Penny (Caritas Salford) is one way we can journey to the cross. Raising money for others is a wonderful tradition at St Gabriel’s. 
As usual, the cake sales raise a considerable amount of money, along with sponsored silences, talent shows etc. Our community is 
always so generous in donations. 
I hope you find this edition of Pronuntio a true reflection of the very varied work and enrichment that the school provides in terms of 
experiences for our children and staff. My thanks goes to all those who make this possible. 

Have a happy and Holy Easter. God Bless.   Mr A Loster, Acting Headteacher
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On Wednesday 7 March 2018, it was with great sadness that Lewis Albon from Year 9 suddenly 
passed away.
Our thoughts and prayers are with his parents, family and friends. On Tuesday we came together 
to reflect on Lewis’s life and his contribution to our year group. Fr Paul Cannon helped us to reflect 
at this difficult time and the prayerful atmosphere throughout our mass was a testament to Year 
9. Messages of support for Lewis’s family were displayed along with Lewis’s pride and joy: Bury FC. 
Thanks to Bury FC for the donation of their shirt, signed by all the players, and also for commemorating 
his life at the match against Peterborough with a minutes applause 13 minutes into the game.  A 
fitting tribute to a true fan who stuck by them through all the highs and lows.    
“Lewis, we will love and cherish our memories with you always”

Mrs Loster and Year 9

St Gabriel’s was rated the best performing state 
school in 2017 across the Bury Local Authority as 
measured by the percentage of pupils who left school 
with 5 or more good grades. 73 per cent of our pupils 
achieved these passport grades.
Acting Headteacher of St Gabriel’s, Adam Loster, said, 
“as a distinctive Catholic School, we are very proud of 
the class of 2017, who achieved record English and 
Maths results, and overall passes. This is testament 
to the excellent teaching and support of our parents, 
carers and governors. The community of St Gabriel’s 
is delighted with these outcomes”.

Lewis Albon
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Ash Wednesday
At the beginning of January, the Gift Team Pupil Chaplains were given the challenge of devising 
two liturgies for Ash Wednesday. One liturgy was to be created for Form Time and one liturgy for 
the distribution of ashes at lunch time. Quickly they got to work and showed real talent, devising 
bidding prayers, readings and reflections for our school community. 
During the Form Time liturgy, pupils were asked to reflect on the meaning of Lent.  With the help 
of their Form teachers, they wrote some very moving prayers and reflections about how they 
are going to develop their relationship with God and help others throughout Lent. These prayers 
formed part of the offertory at the distribution of the ashes service.  A display was then created 
on Jesus’ temptation by the devil in the desert. Record numbers of pupils attended the lunch time 
distribution of ashes service and the Resource Centre was packed to the brim.
A fantastic start to Lent!

Inspiring the next generation
This week, as part of International Women’s Day we were delighted to launch our new Careers Café 
with Emma, a Software Engineer from Dream Agility in Ramsbottom talking to pupils interested in 
jobs in the digital and creative sector.  
The careers café was a great experience that we all enjoyed and we were lucky to have Emma and 
Lewis who were responsive to all our questions and ideas as their careers are something we rarely 
learn about in school.  It has helped us open our eyes to different job opportunities in the future, 
especially after learning the perks of being a software engineer.  Overall, it was inspiring to see a 
young woman have such a successful career in a male dominated industry.  

Lucy Horton Year 10
“We lose as a society if we have the creativity and passion and intelligence of only half the 
population,” Valerie Barr, executive committee member of the Association for Computing 
Machinery’s Committee of Women (ACM-W).
“STEM jobs are among the highest paid jobs out there right now. Why should women not have an equal opportunity to get those jobs 
and become high earners?”
Computer Science at St Gabriel’s is very successful: 95% of girls who have studied at GCSE leave with a 5 or above, which proves that 
girls have the ability and in some cases do better (sorry boys). It is crucial that girls start to think seriously about the subject area and 
realise that they could make an exciting and successful career out of the subject.  
Ms Zikria is doing a lunch time club for Year 7 and 8 girls programming robots: please see her if you are interested in developing your 

skills.  Miss Latham

Hate crime event
During the Bury anti-hate crime week, St Gabriel’s sent 
members of the school council to the event at the Jinnah 
Day Care Centre in Bury. The event involved members of 
a range of faith organisations, local council members, the 
Police force, individuals from charities around the world and 
the town Mayor. 
School council members from St Gabriel’s not only learned 
about consequences of hate crimes but also how best to 
tackle such crimes, they also presented about the great 
work pupils do at St Gabriel’s in tackling and addressing 
discrimination in general.  Pupils talked with confidence 
about events at St Gabriels from Anti-bullying week to 
Diversity Day. Pupils also had the opportunity to discuss with 
the Mayor, personally, about the work they do.

Stepping Stones
This month saw the launch of our new exciting careers service ‘Stepping Stones’. The 
aim of this program is to provide ‘outstanding’ independent careers advice to all our 
pupils at St Gabriel’s, tailored to pupil’s individual needs and building on what we 
already provide from Year 7 to Year 11.
The Stepping Stones service will see a range of events for both pupils and parents. 
These include fortnightly careers cafés in which pupils are given the opportunity to 
meet key business people from a range of careers and sectors. Sharing insights into the 
world of work and what the ‘day’ job really involves. There will also be a range of careers 
fairs and events, both at school, and externally, with key colleges and organisations. In 
the coming weeks we will also be holding events for parents and carers to explain the 
plethora of options open to their children after school and in further education.  Finally, 
if you would like to share with our pupils your experiences in a certain sector of work 
and give pupils a real insight, please contact the school for further details.

St Gabriel’s Careers Fair; 
Finding your future pathway

School Hall

30th April 2018

6 - 8pm

For parents and pupils of Year 
9-11

Over 30 stalls represented 
including colleges, higher 

education, apprenticeships and 
employers.

Holocaust Memorial Day
St Gabriel’s joined in the national reflections for Holocaust Memorial Day on the 
27th January. The theme for the Holocaust Memorial Day 2018 was ‘The Power of 
Words’ and as a school we reflected on the fact that Holocaust Memorial Day is not 
only about commemorating past genocides and honouring those who died, but 
about standing with those who survive. Two of our year 10 pupils Jack Melia and 
Rosie Rafferty represented the school at the Bury Holocaust Memorial Day Service 
where they retold the story of a Holocaust survivor through poetry and drama. 
The RE and History Departments also worked together to create a very successful 
liturgy at lunch time, in which we all had the opportunity to honour and remember 
the victims and survivors of the genocides. 
As pupils and staff walked into the Resource centre they each received a card. 
On the card there was simply a name of a victim of the Holocaust. While walking 
in the footsteps of that victim, the pupils were able to read their stories and 
experiences, unaware of whether the victim was a survivor or not. Pupils and staff 
had the opportunity to write a word on a piece of paper which was used to create 
a flame display. Pupils and staff then 
found out whether the person they 
received at the start survived or not. 
There was the opportunity to write 
a message for that person in sand 
and rub their private message away. 
This was an emotional, reflective and 
significant event in which pupils had 
the opportunity to be a part of, which 
they did so sensitively.

Curriculum Support 
The Curriculum Support department are celebrating the ‘Power of Positivity’ and the 
wonderful achievements of the school community. Part of this has been the creation 
of a ‘Positivity Post Box’. This has been designed by Year 7 pupil Darcie Sanders and 
will be filled throughout the year with the achievements, big and small, of all. The box 
will be opened at the end of the school year to enable reflection on all the positive 
achievements and moments throughout the year. 
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Mock Interviews
The mock interviews for Year 11s took place this 
term and were, once again a great success. Year 11s 
had to produce a letter of application for a job or 
career of their choice and were then put through 
their paces in an interview, which lasted at least 20 
minutes. All arrived suitably dressed and we opened 
up a ‘café’ in the back of the hall for the nervous 
participants and their parents. Having completed 
their interview, the young adults received their 
invitation to the prom, and also feedback on their 
performance.
I am very grateful to all the interviewers, parents 
and friends of St Gabriel’s who gave up their time to 
give our Year 11s the experience of an interview. Their efforts are really 
appreciated. I also enjoy listening to their comments and assessments of 
our young adults afterwards. Every year these comments are positively 
glowing on how they have performed. As acting headteacher and part 
of a strong senior leadership team, it gives me great pleasure and 
satisfaction to hear these tributes. The mock interviews are an essential 
part of the dynamic careers programme we have in school to prepare 
our students for when they leave at the end of Year 11 equipped with 
skills and experiences to deal with the world of work. 
A special thanks goes to Mrs Sue Vaughan in the school office, whose 
help in organising the interviews was invaluable.

Manchester Museum and 
Manchester Art Gallery
As part of their GCSE course, Art pupils investigated the 
extensive range of animal exhibits and live specimens 
on show at The Manchester Museum to inspire the 
development of their current ‘Animal Structures’ project 
theme. They discovered many inspiring examples of 
pattern and structure to observe including lizards, snakes, 
butterflies, birds, skeleton structures and larger scale 
mammals. They also identified cultural and symbolic 
use of pattern within the ancient Egyptian artefacts 
collection. Pupils continued their investigations in The 
Manchester Art Gallery where they found artwork from 
many periods and styles, with mythical and traditional 
approaches to the theme.
Also on show was the inventive artwork of contemporary 
artist Reena Kallat. Her exhibition explored the concept 
of creating imagined hybrid animals to show unity between two countries using 
mixed media. The pupils were impressed with the level of detail and variety of 
materials in her work. Pupils also took part in a printmaking workshop as part of 
their Creative Enrichment Days. They produced a vibrant range of prints which 
were inspired by butterflies and the decorative style of Gustav Klimt. We look 
forward to seeing them in their upcoming art exhibition in July.

BBC School Report
Over the last term, a group of Year 8 budding reporters 
have been learning about journalism and what it takes 
to be world-class new reporters. They have learnt about 
everything from fake news to how to find and report on 
the perfect story. Their hard work culminated in a full day 
spent in the Resource Centre where they produced their 
very own news report. The Resource Centre became a hub 
of activity, with pupils researching news stories, contacting 
various organisations for statements and information and 
writing scripts and articles to support their reports. The 
pupils could also be seen around school interviewing 
staff and pupils about their recent fundraising events for 
St Joseph’s Penny, their thoughts on the recent death of 
genius Stephen Hawking, and the issues surrounding 
Russia and the World Cup. The professionalism and energy 
of all the pupils was extremely impressive. The report they 
produced is a testament to their hard work and can be 
found of the BBC School 
Report website and the 
school’s Twitter. Watch 
this space; they might 
be coming to a screen 
near you in the near 
future!

Food Preparation 
and Nutrition
Year 11 pupils 
have been 
working on a 
European foods 
brief as part of 
their Non Exam 
A s s e s s m e n t 
for their GCSE 
course. Over the 
past few weeks 
they have been 
demonstrating 
a range of practical skills within lessons, 
culminating in a 3 hour practical exam. The class 
have excelled themselves by producing dishes 
such as tortellini, macaroons, cannoli, pretzels 
and biscotti. I have been delighted with the 
focus they showed in the final exam. Every one 
produced their best work and I hope this will 
bode well for their final grade in the summer 

exams. Well done Year 11!  Mrs Jenkinson

Modern Foreign
Languages
The New Year began with our annual MFL Trip. This 
year we visited Paris with 28 Year 10 and 11 pupils. 
We were blessed with good weather and were able 
to enjoy getting out and about in the city.
On the first day we walked by the banks of the Seine 
and up the Champs Elysées to the Arc deTriomphe.  
Day two started with an interactive tour of the Stade 
de France. Our tour guide really kept us on our toes 
and had us running onto the pitch in teams.
We spent the afternoon shopping and having lunch 
on the Boulevard Haussmann and saw the impressive 
ceilings in the Galleries Lafayette.  We then made 
our way to the Musée du Chocolat for a workshop 
on chocolate making.
We managed to squeeze in a visit up the 
Montparnasse Tower to see spectacular views of 
Paris by daylight and then watched the sun go down. 
It was a great surprise to see an ice-skating rink on 
the rooftop. The final day we spent at Disney and last 
minute shopping in the shopping centre.
Next year we are off to Spain again:
Sevilla here we come!

International Day 2018
India was the theme of our International activities this 
year.  The Year 7s tried out Indian food, Indian dancing and 
learned about the languages, religions and history of India 
and Pakistan.
Imaan (Year 9) led a dance workshop with the Language 
Ambassadors. Many thanks to Madame Forsyth, from 
MMU, for organising the activities.  All the pupils received 
tickets to the popular Bollywood movie ‘Kick’ at lunchtime.  
Although the pupils had Indian food in the lessons they 
were treated to popcorn for the movie!

GCSE History Visit to 
Krakow and Auschwitz
In February, 23 Year 11 students visited Krakow as part of an 
enrichment experience of their GCSE in History.  Students visited 
the Jewish quarter of Krakow, the ghetto created by the Nazis, the 
factory where Oskar Schindler helped save over 1,000 lives and 
the site of the largest mass murder in History: Auschwitz Birkenau.  
A truly humbling experience made even more profound by the 
personal testimony provided by a survivor of the Holocaust and 
one time prisoner of Auschwitz: Lydia Makosxmowitz.
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A former St Gabriel’s pupil Sam Burke celebrated Ash Wednesday Mass 
alongside Pope Francis. This was a great honour for Sam but I feel it’s 
important that the community of St Gabriel’s recognises and marks such 
a poignant occasion in his life and the life of the school. Sam attended 
St Gabriel’s from 1997 to 2002 achieving amazing GCSE results. In 2005 
he read law at the London School of Economics and then worked as a 
Barrister in Manchester. In 2012 Sam entered the Dominican novitiate in 
Cambridge, a religious order.
In July I went back to my home town of Oxford. On the Saturday I decided to walk through town and visit Blackfriers Monastery, where 
the Dominicans have a very strong base. The initial reason for visiting Blackfriers was to see where as a child and teenager I served 
Polish mass with the Polish community in Oxford. As I entered the church I noticed it was completely full with a very important service 
taking place. I eventually realised that there was an ordination of deacons going on. One of the new deacons was – you’ve guessed 
it, Sam Burke. From the back of the church I could make out his dad and grandad sitting in the same seats where my dad used to sit 
for mass. It was an incredible coincidence. To my knowledge I think this is our third former pupil to become a priest following in the 
footsteps of Martin Kershaw and Bernard Keeley. I have fond memories of Sam when he was at school. His great mentor and inspiration 
was Head of Year 11 and Drama teacher Mr John Keating.
Sam’s dad Tony was also a pupil at St Gabriel’s from 1975 – 80. He was in my 
school football team and he started the same year I did. Sam’s granddad Alan 
was at St Gabriel’s in the very first year the school was built. So we have had three 
generations of the family through our school. The St Gabriel’s family connection 
continues to be one of the precious threads through our catholic community. We 
are very proud of Sam’s achievements and look forward to one day inviting Sam 
to celebrate mass here at St Gabriel’s.

Music Department Choir Trip To Prague
On Saturday 17th February 44 pupils and 5 members of staff took 
off on an Easyjet flight from Manchester International bound for 
Prague……a very beautiful city indeed.  We stayed in a hotel just 
outside the city centre and had to negotiate the tram system in 
order to access our concert and excursions. The pupils performed 
brilliantly and did themselves proud! The audience, showed their 
appreciation enthusiastically including a set of parents. Thank you 
so much for being there (you know who you are!). As well as the 
concert, the pupils experienced Choco Story with lots of yummy 
samples, a river boat cruise on the Vltava with some incredibly 
stunning views to photograph as well as very competitive quiz 
and bowling evenings, not forgetting the make-up party!  The pupils were absolutely fantastic and had a memorable time. This trip 
would not have been possible without the help and support of Mr Faulkner, Miss Mealey, Miss Livesley and Miss Maymon. Thank you 

so much for giving up your time during half-term……where to next?  Mr Rushworth
Before long, the day of the Prague trip had arrived and we all came to the airport bags in hand. After a long and tedious journey, we 
finally landed in Prague, where we were introduced to a fascinating, new culture. 
The next day, butterflies filled our stomachs as we waited to sing in the concert we had been preparing for months on end. Although the 
turnout was not as big as expected, we performed to the best of our ability and put on a semi-professional standard show. 
Overall, the trip was amazing and it was filled with laughter and enjoyment. I know we all can’t wait until next year! Thank you to all the 
staff involved for making this amazing trip happen. We are all so appreciative of your time and efforts, especially Mr Rushworth who 

gave up all his lunchtimes to help us put on a fantastic show!  Olivia Quinn 10R

Former pupil celebrates
mass with Pope Francis

Achievements
This year, pupils in St Gabriel’s are awarded an achievement point for displaying excellent behaviour in class.  These points are 
accumulated across the year and will lead to pupils winning certificates and prizes.  The following pupils are the leading achievement 
point scorers for their forms (since the last Pronuntio issue). Congratulations to you all! Pupils highlighted yellow are top of the year!

Year 7
Form Name Achievement Points

A Cara Davies 66
L Stephen Fish 62
M Sydney Williams 64
S Emily Sinnott 61
W Ella Brodigan 55
B Sophie Redmond 58
C Rennisse Arceo 65
J Teegan-Catherine Jackson 63
P Jack Varney 65

R Helena Whelan 68

Year 8
Form Name Achievement Points

A Joe Myerscough 96
L Orladh Dunne 71
M Ella Thompstone 67
S Nicole Machalinski 41
W Katie Booth 39
B Evie Smith 42
C Mia Dickerson/

Thomas Williams
50

J Amber Lomax 44
P Joe Schofield 40

R Jennifer Murphy 58

Year 9
Form Name Achievement Points

A Imaan Munawar 59
L Natalia Zakrzewska 35
M Hannah Young 56
S Tara O’Connor 60
W Alan Padius 56
B Tyler Horrocks 35
C Libby Burke/Alynia Holt 31
J Mahan Haghbin Azar 37
P Jan Murillo/Martha Sowa 35

R Ben Sinnott 39

Year 11
Form Name Achievement Points

A Lewis Greenhalgh 29
L Joe Hinchliffe 13
M Dominik Dziuba 22
S Ellie Corrigan 18
W Joshua Henderson 35
B Elliana Murillo 34
C Woody Garvey 20
J Ella Booth 30
P James Leech 27

R Reece Barlow 22

Top form in each year group by average 
points (since last Pronuntio Issue)

Year Group (Side of Year) Form Average Points

7a L 38
7b R 43
8a A 45
8b J 33
9a W 35
9b P 25

10a S 28
10b J 20
11a M 9

11b B 16

Year 10
Form Name Achievement Points

A Jordan Jackson 33
L Stephanie Woodall 42
M Nicholas Au 32
S Sophie Clarke 43
W Joel Brophy 40
B Jack Hesford 36
C George Rendell 29
J Ciaran Slater 33
P Vilte Williams 31

R Olivia Quinn 42

Points correct as of 16.3.18

Another great year 
of Coffee Morning 
fundraising for Bury 
African Outreach

Coffee
Morning
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Netball
Year 11
St. Gabriel’s PE department would like to say a massive thank 
you and well done to the Year 11 Netball team who have 
continuously worked hard over the past 5 years. You have shown 
great enthusiasm and determination. The girls were captained 
by Carys Wright and the squad included Layla Hunt, Kayleigh 
Millerchip, Holly Hutchinson, Mia Thomas, Phoebe Leverett, 
Freya Holland, Maddy Nicolau and Isabella Bruce.
Year 7-10
As the netball season draws to a close, all teams are currently 
training hard and competing in their final competitions. Each 
year will be competing in their End of Season Bury Rally. We 
wish all teams the best of luck in these final competitions and 
well done for the 17-18 season.

Sports Leadership Qualification
Congratulations to the following pupils who have successfully 
achieved their L2 in Sports Leadership: Aidan Allcock, Aleksandra 
Bojanoswka, Macy Booth, Joshua Brett, Bethany Casey, Samuel 
Evans, Sofia Galasso, Martha Hill, Joe Hinchliffe, Harry Lamb, Adam 
Lord, Hollie McNicholas, Erin Murphy, Lauren Murphy, Maddie 
Nicolau, Megan Simpson, Shannon Smith, Michelle So, Lauren 
Sutcliffe, Darcy Tanner, Abigail Thomas, Eve Tierney, Lucy Trimble, 
Holly Bennett, Amy Birnie, Ella Booth, Lisa Chappell, Alex Daw, 
Ruari Dunne, Sophie Finney, Joseph Greenhalgh, Grace Hogan, 
Freya Holland, Halle Holt, Lucy Liddle, Hafsah Mahmood, Elliana 
Murillo, Abby Rowland, Chloe Rowley, Ella-Rose Sherman, Grace 
Soro, Mateusz Sowa, Harry Tierney, Julia Tos, Emily Wentworth, 
Dominic Whittaker, Dylan Williams, Aleksandra Zakrzewska. Lots of 
time and commitment took place throughout the year to achieve 
this qualification. A massive well done!

Hockey
All years have represented the Hockey team really well this year. 
They have worked really hard and thank to all girls who have given 
up their time. The Year 8 League is currently running with some 
Year 7 representatives. They are doing really well and haven’t lost 
a match yet.

Year 7 Indoor athletics
Well done to the Year 7 Indoor 
Athletics team who produced 
excellent performances in all 
events. Particular mention 
goes to Matilda Brett 
and Millie Uprichard who 
produced great individual 
performances. Keep it up.

Year 8 Indoor Athletics
Continued success with the 
Year 8 Athletics team, who 
took part in the event at 
Broadoak Sports College. 
They worked hard despite 
tough competition to produce 
personal bests. A fantastic 
performance from Ella 
Thompstone. Well done.

Athletics

Basketball 
The Year 7 Basketball team have made a very promising start to 
their school careers with a strong 3rd place in the Bury Invitation 
Tournament. St Gabriel’s managed to fight off tough competition 
beating St Monica’s and Castlebrook in a very strong bid to make it 
to the final but sadly fell short against a good Phillips side. The boys 
displayed tremendous team spirit in true St Gabriel’s fashion! 
Fantastic achievement lads; I really admire your commitment and 
drive to win! Well done and keep it up.  Mr Booth 
Kacper Walesa, Josh Talks, Jacob Trimble, Charlie Exton, 
Thomas Yorke-Robinson, Matthew Yates, Josef Kowalczuk, Ryan 
Mandivenga, Daniel McWilliams, Dylan Connett, Keanu Smith, Josh 
Birtwistle and Jack Rowland


