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Success in 2015
At the end of August, our former Year 11 pupils returned 
to school to collect their GCSE examination results. There 
were many smiley faces I am happy to report, plus beaming 
smiles from their teachers and parents. This year, GCSE 
examinations, particularly in English and Maths, took a 
slightly different format, with more of the final exam marks 
invested in written examination papers sat at the end of 
the course. The support our pupils had in preparing for 
this through revision workshops, small group tuition, warm 
up sessions and great pastoral support from their form 
teachers, made success more likely. All of our young people 
are now on a post-16 learning programme of their choice – 
most at Bury College or Holy Cross College. I am especially 
pleased to be, again, the highest performing Catholic 
secondary school in Bury, with nearly half of our pupils 
achieving 5 or more A*-B grades. Well done to everyone 
who achieved the grades they needed: their potential has 
been reached! Pope Francis urges us all to ‘reach for the 
stars and to fly as high as we can’. I think most of our young 
people did so. Congratulations to our alumni of 2015.
Mr S.A. Smith
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Beauty and the Beast
We are delighted to announce that our next school production 
will be Walt Disney’s hit musical, ‘Beauty and the Beast’. 
Auditions took place in May and we were overwhelmed with 
the talent on display from students from all year groups. In the 
end we decided to have two casts for principle roles as well as 
a fantastic group of key ensemble performers and a supporting 
chorus.  Following the success of Les Miserables, we are really 
looking forward to working with our talented cast and are 
confident that we can produce yet another fantastic production! 
At this stage we are looking for sponsorship from any local 
business that could support the production in various ways. 
Also, if anyone has experience in costume, make-up, stage/set 
design and lighting/sound and would like to help out with the 
production we would be extremely grateful. If you’d like to get 
involved in any way please contact Mr Rushworth at school as 
soon as possible. Welcome to Year 7

After an action packed two weeks of transition activities, 
retreats and immersion into St Gabriel’s we were delighted 
to celebrate Mass with our Year 7 pupils, their families and 
teachers.  There was a warm welcome to all the members 
of our Year 7 community and a great opportunity to worship 
together with words, reflective artwork and beautiful singing 
led by the newly formed Year 7 choir. The mass was celebrated 
by Fr Paul and Fr Chris who dedicated the mass to new 
beginnings and Year 7’s mission as ambassadors of Christ.     

Brand New Girls’ Toilets
As promised in the Summer edition of Pronuntio, we have managed to 
renovate the girls’ toilets in the main school near to the Hall.  During a 
very tight building schedule over the summer holidays, H H Smith Ltd 
were able to completely remove the old toilets, sinks and internal walls 
to provide a facility the school can be proud of.  The work was completed 
at 10.00pm on 1st September before the start of the new school year – 
but only just!  Reaction from the girls has been very positive.  One girl 
said that the facilities are ‘awesome’!
We continue to enhance the facilities for our children wherever we 
possibly can within our financial capacity. Many thanks go  to parents 
and pupils for helping raise extra money, through the sponsored walk 
and other donations.

Coming Soon
17th -20th November

St.Gabriel’s
presents

Year 7 Mass Altar design by Toni Wosser + Emily Wright 7A


