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ST GABRIELS CONTINUES TO GO FROM STRENGTH 
TO STRENGTH WITH 83% OF PUPILS NOW 
ACHIEVING THE BENCHMARK OF 5 OR MORE A*-C 
PASSES AT GCSE.
This is one of the best examination performances in the school’s history. We 
also bear in mind the national trend of changing exam boundaries and the 
Government’s strategy making it more difficult to achieve the highest GCSE 
grades! 66% of pupils achieved 5A-C including English and Maths with this 
year’s Y11 students achieving the highest English Language and Literature GCSE 
results for the school. We were particularly delighted with the significant number 
of pupils in this year group who had succeeded against the odds and who 
benefitted from extensive pastoral and academic support over the last five years. 

Mr Robinson, the retiring head teacher, paid credit to the hard work of the 
students and staff who had put so much hard work into helping this cohort 
through and improving their life chances. “I am proud of the achievements 
of all the students in the 2012 cohort who challenged us to do things better 
throughout their time at St Gabriel’s. As a school staff we have worked hard, 
fulfilling our Mission statement with these young people; developing the whole 
person and supporting them to realise their potential. They can now go on to 
take up their places at college or training courses confident in who they are and 
what they can achieve in the future.”

HEADTEACHER’S STATEMENT 
I am delighted to be here at St Gabriel’s; an outstanding Catholic School. 
After only a short time I can see just what it is that makes St Gabriel’s a 
very special place to learn. My congratulations to Year 11 leavers on their 
examination results. I am delighted that so many have made outstanding 
progress. In particular our GCSE English results bucked the National trend 
and improved even further to 78%. Mr Robinson and his team clearly 
worked hard to ensure every young person leaving St Gabriel’s is now in 
continued learning,employment or training.

I look forward to next summer already. Current Year 11 pupils are clearly 
focussed and a highly aspirational group of young people. I know they will 
continue to do well, maintaining the tradition of the very highest standards 
of Catholic education in Bury.

S.A. Smith
Headteacher
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The last weeks of the Summer term at St Gabriel’s certainly went out 
with a bang; full of Olympic pride, the delights of organic produce 
at the HENE BBQ and final Jubilee festivities. Year 7 spent their last 
English lesson of the term at the Summer street party where staff 
and pupils enjoyed the sunshine and sharing inspiring reads. The 
bunting based on Year 7’s favourite literature made a great back drop 
to the HENE BBQ which this year was organised as a fund raising 
event for Bury Hospice. Over 150 pupils and staff enjoyed the fresh 
produce grown in the Centre served as salads to accompany smoky 
burgers and sausages. An amazing £220 was raised and the sun 
made a welcome appearance!

Olympic Glory
St Gabriel’s pupils truly got into the Olympic spirit with a memorable 
series of activities run by Miss Rhind, our pupil Olympic ambassadors 
and the PE department. The culmination of our London 2012 
preparations was the Celebration of Sport Assemblies for each year 
group reviewing sporting highlights and the individual and teams 
of pupils involved and the St Gabriel’s Olympic torch relay film. 
This exclusive film, made by a cross section of staff, portrayed the 
journey of our very own Olympic torch through ‘many a’ St Gabriel’s 
landmark.

Year 7 get into the Olympic Spirit
In the spirit of the Olympics, Year 7 worked in form groups to create 8 pieces of artwork 
to enter into the competition. They worked extremely hard and supported one 
another in the process, really emulating the Olympic and Paralympic Values as 
the work progressed. There were six banners, each inspired by the flags from 
different areas, such as Eastern Europe, and two sculptures inspired by the 
Olympic rings. All of the entries expressed the movement of the figure in the wide 
range of Olympic and Paralympic sports captured mid-throw or mid-jump. The 
competition was judged on artistic merit and how well the Olympic Spirit was 
expressed. During the exhibition eight Art Ambassadors, representing each of the 
forms, provided detailed information of how the work was created, describing the 
printing process in the production of the banners and the techniques used in the 
construction of the sculptures. Many pupils and members of staff commented 
on the Ambassadors professionalism expressing that it was difficult to distinguish 
between the entries as they were all to such a high standard. The votes were 
extremely close and the winners were:

GOLD – 7A    SILVER – 7R    JOINT BRONZE – 7B & 7W
Congratulations to the prize winners and to all the participants; it was a real team effort! 
Look out for the artwork being displayed around school in the new term.
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2012 WHAT A YEAR!


