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Dear Carers and Parents,
It has certainly been a very busy end of term with lots of festive activities
happening, Christmas decorations being hung, and the hall being filled
with the sounds of Year 3 preparing for their performance. It has been
wonderful as always to listen to the students performing their lines and
songs. The students and staff have worked so hard to prepare, and a big
thank to carers/ parents who have supported with costumes and the
important learning of lines.
The school’s Nursing Team have been in to complete the Health
Questionnaire with our Year 6s; they were very complimentary about our
students and their attitude. This is a common theme, as we have had
similar feedback about the students when we have gone on all our trips.
The Family Learning team also said how lovely is was to see so many
families enjoying themselves at their recent event, they commented again
on how welcoming the school is with lots of well-behaved students. It’s
always nice to receive such compliments.
As this is the last newsletter of 2019, all the staff at St Giles would like to
wish you, and your family, the happiest of Christmas’s and best wishes for
2020! We start back again on Monday 6th January, all relaxed and raring to
go.

Year 6 had a great day
learning even more about
their topic on World War II
through their Experience Day
From air raids to baking,
the students had a real
flavour of what living
was like during the war
years … though asking if
Mr Mann remembers
the war didn’t make him
feel any younger!

Thank you to carers and
parents for help with
providing the costumes.

Girls’ Five A-Side Football Competition
What a great effort put into the game by
everyone on the Y 3/4 girls’ football team,
they were a credit to school. The team came
a commendable second, but the support
from the side lines, we hear, was first
class – and very loud! We look forward to
see how the team carries on through the
rest of the season.

Cadbury World Trip
Year 4 and 5 had a very successful day out at Cadbury World to support the topic
on the Mayans that they have been studying. During the day spent there, they had
a talk about the Mayan culture, and then they went on to learn about the history
of chocolate, the chocolate making process and ending with important chocolate
tasting.
The staff at Cadbury World supported
our trip so well, and again noted how
well the students conducted themselves.

Christmas Fair News
Our Friends of St Giles Team once again behaved like a
little band of merry Christmas elves to set up and run our annual Christmas Fair!
It was another highly efficient operation - thank you one and all! The final profit
figures are a very impressive £572.13; thank you so much for your support. Further
fundraising news we also have a final figure for the students' Christmas card
designs, we had impressive numbers of orders and as a result of these we have
raised a further £107.68 - thank you again for your support!
Dinner Debts
It’s always a good opportunity to start the year with your debts paid off. Can you
make sure any monies owing on dinners are paid off in January, as it’s the school
budget, which is there to fund children’s education, that the money is owed to.
Please call the office if you are unsure if money is still owing – thank you.

In this modern nativity play, Year 3, with a little help from
staff, showed us a very busy midwife who never misses
an important birth is extremely excited when she hears
that a king is about to be born in Bethlehem. She rushes
out into the night in search of a shiny golden palace fit for
a king. Her donkey Steve doesn’t think he’s ever heard of
Bethlehem Palace, but the midwife is in no mood to listen
– where else would a king be born?

We all thought Year 3’s
performance was of the
highest quality, and it was
well received by carers and
parents.

It is always a risk putting
children we’ve only known for
less than a term on to stage to
act and sing, but we should
have had no worries. The
confidence to act and sing, and
to tell a story, was shown in
abundance, and the skills they
learnt
in
putting
this
production on will support
them in all areas of the
curriculum.

A huge THANK YOU to
Miss Shepherd and Miss
Walton for their work
not only with this
production, but to keep
all the other lessons
going whilst rehearsing.

Being Safe Online with New Christmas Presents
In school our students are consistently reminded
about the importance of staying safe online and
how to do this.
This half term pupils focused on the NSPCC
Share Aware lessons which specifically focus on children understanding the
dangers of sharing information online, and about the dangers of speaking to
strangers online.
Following on from our lessons, the children are encouraged to share their
knowledge and understanding with those that they live with.
To support conversations at home, especially as some children might have
received new phones/ games machines, we have attached further guidance from
the NSPCC about these key online safety issues. We hope you find it useful.
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/shareaware/
Polling Day
Not being a school that closes on
Polling Day gives us the advantage of
making Election Day real and exciting.
Teaching the students the value of
voting, and sharing with them the
current policies of the main parties is
a vital lesson in democracy. The
importance of respecting other people’s
points of views – especially if they are
different from your own, becomes clearer
as well.
It was heartening to see the students
approaching the voting in such a mature
way. One student took over ten minutes to
decide who to vote for! There were lots
of discussions beforehand with the main
topic centring around the environment – an area that is clearly important to them.
The result in school didn’t mirror the reality, Labour were the majority – but
hopefully it will provide a memory for your children to draw on when they are of
an age to vote, so they appreciate how lucky they are to have the chance.

Advice from Public Health England to prevent the spread of norovirus
Public Health England (PHE) West Midlands advises that they are seeing a significant
increase in outbreaks of norovirus (winter vomiting bug) compared to this time last
year. No one wants to get ill over the Christmas break so take some simple steps to
help you and the family stay healthy. The most effective way to stop norovirus
spreading is by washing hands thoroughly with soap and warm water especially
after using the toilet. It has been shown that most alcohol gels and antibacterial
wipes do not kill norovirus, so everyone must be encouraged to use soap every time
they wash their hands. We hope everyone stays well over the holiday season,
remember that your child needs to stay off school for 48 hours after their last bout
of sickness.

After School Clubs
There are still places on Spring Term After School Clubs. If you would like your child
to attend an after school club please contact the school office to secure a place as
clubs start the first day back after Christmas, on Monday 6 January 2020.

