
Find Differences by Counting Up 

• Sometimes it is more efficient to find a difference by counting up rather than using a written 
method. Use counting up on number lines to calculate the following differences. 
 
o For example: 173 – 142 = 31 

 

 

1. 126 - 117 = 
 

2. 135 - 126 =  
 

3. 147 - 138 =  
 

4. 251 - 233 =  
 

5. 372 - 327 = 
 

6. 317 - 280 = 
 

7. 436 - 270 = 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

142 150 173 170 

+8 +20 +3 
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Find Differences by Counting Up 

o For example: 423 – 240 = 183 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. 426 - 380 = 
 

2. 635 - 570 =  
 

3. 847 - 660 =  
 

4. 956 - 570 =  
 

5. 864 - 280 = 
 

6. 745 - 350 =  
 

7. 1235 - 790 = 
 

o For example: 5.00 – 1.74 = 3.26 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. 5.00 - 2.38 = 
 

2. 5.00 - 1.46 = 
 

3. 10.00 - 3.58 = 
 

4. 10.00 - 5.06 = 
 

5. 20.00 - 4.57 =  
 

6. 15.00 - 3.46 = 
 

7. 12.60 - 6.78 = 

240 300 423 420 

+60 +100 +3 

400 

+20 

1.74 1.80 5.00 

+0.06 +0.20 +3.00 

2.00 
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