Common Good

. !
Ige Common Good is central to Catholic Social teaching.

~ 'The Common Good' means that, as children of God, we all

have to take some responsibility for the wellbeing of each
other, both locally and globally.




Key vocabuwlary:
justice, injustice, respect, solidarity, difference, Social
Justice, common good, dignity, Catholic Social Teaching.

r

Key Questions for the tobic:

* What is justice?
* Why is there inequality in the world?

» How can we work together to build a more fair and just
world?



Justice for the good of all
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Think about the phrase ‘that's not fair'. Discuss what it means
and why it upsets people when something unfair happens?

Fairness is about everyone having an equal share of something
or being treated exactly the same.
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For instance, fairness would mean giving each person the
same sized slice of cake, even if they have already had one.

Justice is more than fairness.

Justice might mean taking into consideration whether one
person has had nothing else to eat that day and giving them a
bigger slice of cake than someone who has just had dinner.
Being just does not always mean being fair.



et e

————— e e e ——

Think of a tfime when you have been
treated unfairly and jot it down on a
white board.

Consider if the incident you thought of
was unjust or just and why.




» How and by whom were yow treated

» Why do- yow think it happened?
» How did the unfairness/injustice make yow feel?
» What could the person hawve done differently to-

» Why do- yow think it is; important to- consider what

unfairly/unjustly ?

make the incident foiv/just for yow?

s good for other people?



Task:

Play quiet music and reflect on times you have been
treated justly or unjustly.

You will need two ‘post it' notes.

*On one, write a feeling you experience when being
treated in a just way. On the other, write a feeling
you experience after being treated unjustly.

» Stick your post it notes in your book and give a brief
explanation of what justice is.



Task:

Write the following sentence in your book and write some
answers to these questions:

‘Treat other people as you would like to be treated
yourself ...

* How does this sentence make you feel?

* Why is it important to treat everyone with justice?

» What can I do to act justly and fairly at school and at home?
* How do I need to change?



God ausks us to-live justly



Micah was a prophet of the Old
Testament. A prophet is one who hears
the word of God and passes it on with
courage and conviction.

Micah was teaching at about the same
time as Isaiah, when the people of God
were having great trouble and
difficulties. Micah's message was one of
hope for the future. He reminded God's
people about the importance of living
justly. This is what he said:

"This is what the Lord asks of you -
that you act justly, love tenderly and
walk humbly with your God.

Micah 6: 8

HUNBLY WITH
| MICAH 6:8.
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. What awe the thwee key actions/attitudes, of heawt !

that the writer of Micadv savys the Lovd asks of us? |

» Remembering what we have learnt so-far, e/)cplm/w:

what yow think it means to- do- Whal cs just:

- Who- gives yow tender love? And how doyowoloﬁfw/:

soume s

. What do- yow think it means to- walk with :

God? (e.g. listening to-God, doing God's will,
m/y{mg/%cre}odx being modest not avvogant, |
ving o av simple way) I



. Read Tata's story and think about how she
2 1 follows Micah's message.

Task:

Write no more than three paragraphs to
explain how you ‘act justly, love tenderly and
walk humbly with your God'.

. Use the sentence starters on the following
- page 1o help you. You can choose to include
them in your writing if you wish.

Try to come up with your own sentence
starters if you can.




Brazil is the largest country in South America
and the fifth largest country in the world!

Nearly 40 million
people in Brazil live
in poverty.

of them
to survive in

the countryside so
make to the
. Here they often
end up living on the housing homeless
or in shanty families.

This is an old hotel
in Sdo Paulo now

towns.

The families pay
about £4 a month to
help keep the building
in a good condition.

This community is
supported by ©




She has been
living in the
building
for several years.
She lives with her = -
, her two
brothers, her
siXx cousins and

Meet Tata
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and help take

l Each floor has representatives who go to
about the running of the building.

we have a Little

tebooke and we
write down
we
see to bring to the
meetings.
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explain how you act justly, love tenderly and walk humbly with your God'.
Act with Justice

* One thing that is not for the good of all in the world is...

* One thing that is just and for the good of all in the world is...

* When I see injustice in the world T can... T can be just by...

Love tenderly and gently withvcore

* I am kind and loving at home when I...

* T am loving to people around the world when T ...
* T am kind with my friends when I...

* T am loving to people who live in poverty when I...
Walking humbly with God

* One way I walk with God is when I...

* One way I learn how to walk with God is when I...
* When I try to walk humbly with God it feels...
 God walks with me when...




God sent Jesus to-bring the Good
Newys to-everyone



S FREE After Jesus was baptised by John, he began his

SPRINKLE & mission. Luke tells of Jesus reading from the prophet

Wteneie | Isaiah and making clear to everyone what he had come

“iimmmt.  for. In the reading, we are told that Jesus says he has

been anointed and specially chosen to bring the good
news of justice to our world.

Read God's Story 3 page 95 (on the next page)
Jesus beging his missionw (Luke 4:14-22).

Highlight paragraph 3 "The Spirit of the Lord ......... in
any way.

Pick out and list what Jesus intends to do



JESUS BEGINS HIS MISSION

(based on Luke 4:14-22)

Jesus, filled with the Holy Spirit, returned to Galilee. News
abour him spread all through thar place. He raughr in the
synagogues and everyone praised him.

He came ro Nazareth where he had been brought up and
went into the synagogue as he usually did. He stood up to
read. He was given the scroll of the prophert Isaiah. He

unrolled the scroll and found the place and read:

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me for he has chosen and
anointed me to bring good news to the poor, to heal the
broken hearted. He has sent me to set free all those who are

imprisoned or oppressed in any way.”

He rolled up the scroll, gave it back ro the synagogue
attendant and sat down. All the people in the synagogue
were looking ar him as he said to them, “This passage of
Scripture came true today while you heard it being read.”

Everyone was impressed by him and marvelled at the

wonderful and powerful words that he spoke.




The spivif of The
IRey Questiony ~ ~ —~ -~ """ "-=- Lord) & upon me.
- cf. Luke 4:18-
» How canv poverty hold peoble captive?

» What d,cr?/owthwdo would cause people to- be brokerv
heawrted:
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- Why do- yow think Jesus woudd want to- heal the

| br ed/?

I+ How do yow think the le invthe synagogue
T o P ey a g Tl
I* Who-helps us today to-understand God’'s Good News?
l
l

. \Z/)u@h?a,t do- yow think “Good News” for our world might



Task:

‘Thought for the Day' is a short reflection broadcast every
day on Radio 4. It is based on a religious issue, belief or
question.

You have been invited to speak on the programme for about 2
minutes and the title you have been given is: "God sent me to
bring the Good News" .

Give advice to the listeners that explains how they should
live, o make the world a better place.

IT'SIN YOUR HANDS TO
MAKE THE WORLD A
BETTER PLACE



Jesus taught us how to-live justly

i our world



Read Matthew 25:31-45

This is a parable about how God will judge everybody at the
end of time. Jesus tells us that whenever we look after one
another, we have looked after him. He tells us we should have
an attitude of care for our sisters and brothers all the time.

This parable is about living justly for the good of everyone.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2sDWuzUe78Y



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2sDWuzUe78Y

CAF D

Catholic Agency for

I-K_%7 QW ___________________ Overseas Development

« What does this parable tell yow abouft Jesus?

« What do- yow think the King will savy to-those o his left?
« What would yow savy to-them?

» What does the parable have to- savy to- us today?

. W%S%twa reflect belief in the common

o shoved g o st gy Lo What dpps i justly

WL@OM’\/UV\/OW
Les’?

Y MWCAFOD doing to- make the world a better and just



Task:

Write a persuasive letter to a friend in the class asking them
to think of ways they can look after vulnerable people/people
in need and explaining why (using Jesus' teaching & Gospel
values) they should be doing this.




Catholic Social' T ing i about
continuing the work of Jesus



Catholic Social Teaching is a most important part

of the Catholic faith - it is a way of showing that
we do what we say - in other words, we practise
what we preach. It is what the Church teaches
about how we need to be concerned for others,
especially the poor and those who are in need.

Catholic Social Teaching includes statements and

letters written by the Pope or groups of bishops.

It shows how the Catholic faith is important for
our world today.

It inspires CAFOD and many Catholics to put
faith into action.




Catholic Social Teaching looks at Scripture and
especially the example of the life of Jesus and
reminds us that we should take care of one
another and be concerned for the good of
everyone. We see this in the lives of people we
call 'saints’ and in the lives of good people in our
homes and parishes.

Read on to look at the Catholic Social
Teaching Principles.



God made each one
of us. This makes us
incredibly special. It
doesn’t matter who we
are, who our friends are,
what we own, or what we
look like. What matters is
that we are special
because we are God’s
children. This means that
we must treat others with
respect and fairness
because God made us all.

(0

Jesus understood that people need each other
We all need our families, friends and neighbours. He tells
us that these important people can help us. Jesus says
we must help them too. Doing this, we create a loving
community where everyone can I|ve life to the full

BT WoaEms

We are called to live as family
and community




. All God’s people have the right to
. food, work, clothes, a home, school
and medical care. These ‘rights’ are
things every person on earth needs
in order to live a full life. But many
people do not have them. Jesus
wants people who enjoy these
rights to help their sisters
and brothers obtain their rights. It
is not enough to feel badly for

others. Jesus says it is our -
responsibility to see that everyone We are called to stewardshm

|
-kxv receives his or her rights. k.

~

> T The earth and all life on it is God’s creation. We are
Rights and responsibilities called to take care of it because it is a holy gift from
God and the only place we can live. When we make
bad or thoughtless use of the world’s resources, many
people suffer. When we make good choices about
how we treat other living things (people, animals,
plants) we help all living things to live as God intends.
Making wise choices about the care of God’s creation is
called good stewardship.




Every person needs food, :
water, work, housing, school, . \ _
and medical care. Those who ;’5‘ AN
do not have these are poor. £ " ' .-W
Our Church teaches that theseg z
sisters and brothers must be
treated with extra respect and?
extra care and have access to
what they need. Those
who are not poor must share
what they have with others
because the gifts of God’s
world are for aII people | "] )
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An option for the poor and vulnerable

Catholic Social
Teaching Principles

‘Everyone’s work is of value. There are many kinds of work

In each job, workers deserve to be treated with respect,
work safely, work reasonable hours, and earn fair wages.
They deserve this because they are made by God. Our
work gives us the means to live, but it is also a chance to
use the talents God gives us. Our work is our way of
cooperatlng with God to help create a better world.

»u_: - r— 45 P s a

The dignity and rights of workers
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The world’s peoples are interdependent (we need each
other). When we walk alongside and learn from each other,
we call this solidarity. Even with huge distances between us,

we are still one family—the family of God.

Catholic Social
Teaching Principles

Promotion of Peace /!

We are called to forgive others. When we have done
something wrong we must try to put things right not
just by saying sorry but by changing our behaviour.
Jesus teaches us to live in peace with one another. He
says we must forgive those who hurt us and make
friends again. This is not easy and we all need to work
at promoting peace in order to have one just world.
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» What are the key principles of Catholic Social Teaching? :

» Why do-yowthink Catholic Social Teaching is important?
» What aspect of Catholic Social' T ’ eals to- yow

W%wlf\gf? eaching app ’ :

» What beliefs and values inspire or motivate yowthe most? |

« Where do-Catholic beliefs come from? |

|

|

|

|

|

« How mu Catholic Social T ng lead to-av change ivv
WW%MM&MM%W



Task:

Look at key principles of Catholic Social
Teaching from the worksheet and the
Catholic Social Teaching PowerPoint.

Design a school prospectus/leaflet
showing how these values are actually
lived out in the ordinary, everyday life
of the school.
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Catholic Social les
Teaching Princip



Jesus gave Chwistions aw new wavy
of living



arnswer these questions:

» What kind of o world is being described?

* Give exaumples of real le who-exempli
n/gff/e/ of the B eggzudezp;e\%plfmgnmk@y Mbé/ p%g
special?



When you share what V8,
God is very close to you.

-
T

u are blessed when’ yé;/ comfol
those who gf&e .

'God is there to comfort you as ynu

Bea,t{,tu,d% reach out to those who are sad

and lonely.



God will treat you with the same kmdness
whlch ‘you give to others.
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You are
blessed when
you are gentle
and patient.



You are blessed
when you
forgive others
from your heart.
God will always
welcome you
with forgiveness
too.

You are blessed

when you search

for what is right
and good.

PR
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Bea,t{,t“d% Whem;,!ﬂiéthis, you w“v,,_‘ arn to ré'cognise
the presence of God in all around you.




You are
blessed when
you try to be a
peacemaker.

you are behaving as a chllci of God.

You are
blessed when
you respect
and stand up
for the rights
of others. God
will give you
life to the full.



When others make life difficult for you, God is very
close to you and will help you to be strong.

You are blessed when you are teased for trying
to live in God’'s way.

I Which Beatitude will you 1

| live out this week? '
The L e e e e e e e e e e e e e e

Beatitudes
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Task:

Write your own modern-day Beatitudes, based on the key
elements of Catholic Social teaching, e.g. 'You will be blessed
when you fight for the rights of workers. God will be beside
you'.

Describe how religious belief and Catholic Social Teaching

give some explanation of the meaning and purpose of human
life.



Reflection

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ym8yOdCFGPc

Remembering; celebrating and responding to-the
experience of justice for the good of all and the
work of Chwistians for the common good of all.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ym8yOdCFGPc

Some questions to-think about:

» What is justice?
» How canv we buildd av fair and just world?
» What s the difference between fairness and
Jjustice, unfairness and injustice?
» How cov we help to-promote the dignity and
comumov good of all?




What cowv yow remember about the following:

» Bealitudes awe av guide from Jesus about how to-live life
 How Jesus brought the Good News of justice to-owr world
» What is meant by ‘Common Good)?

« The ways we canv act justly, love tenderly and walk haunbly
witihv God/

« How Chwistions cowmv work for the Comwmorn Goodr
» Something about Catholic Social Teaching



Let us pray ...
For those who- are not treated withv respect...
We joinv withv thew inv hobe
For those who- stand against injustice.
We joinv withv thew inv hobe
For those who-awe affected by earthquakes and floods:..
We joinv withv thes inv hope
For those who- do- not hawve enoughvfood...
We joinv witivthem inv hope
For those who-do- not hawve cleouwv water...
We joinv withv thewm inv hope
For those who- awe suffering because of war....
We joinv withv thesm inv hope
For those who-work for the good of others
We joinv withy thesm inv hope
We remember the times we hawve not beew tireated fairly and how we felt.
We join together inv hobe and action to-help buidd av morve just world for the good of all.



Go-forti...

How caw yow help to-bring
alx)),ut justice?



