


Key Questions for the Topic
Why does it sometimes need cowrage to-be av witiness?
How do-yow know whew to- sbeak out?

Key Words for the Topic

witness; Holy Spirit, Witnesses, mawtyrs, couwrage, truthv
inspiration, Good Newsy




The Holy Spirit enables people to-
become witnesses

tach of us, by the way we live owr lives, the way we treat others, and by our
words and actions, show if we have o attitude of service.

Often, we awe especially influenced by those whose actions speak powerfully
of a life of service.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

, Christiang believe that the Spirit of God iy active inveach |

- persowand; i a special way, invthe community of believers;
. which isthe Chuwrch. It is the work of the Spirit to-enable |
people/toheow Godr's message and to-live Jesus way ofgervwe/

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



The couwrage to-be a witness

Talk about the times yow might hawve beew inv av situation whes yow sow something
happen which was wsual, strange ov evenw wrong and yow knew yow needed to-tell
someone:. Yow were unsure for a raunber of reasons. Maybe yow thought people
would laugh at yow; not believe youw; or yow might get into-trouble:

telling him he was stupid. He

What should Connor say?
knew it was only teasing.

Connor was cycling home
from school when he saw

his elder sister, Kylie, with a
group of boys.

As he watched, he
wondered why he had
stopped. Was it curiositye
Was he spying or was he
really concerned about
Kylie2 He wasn't sure.

He knew some of the boys;
they were tough and didn't
care what anyone said to
them. They were from the
local secondary school,
where Connor would be
going in September.

Kylie was laughing. One of
the boys offered her a
cigarette which she took.
Connor knew his parents
would be cross if they found

Connor got off his bike and out. Kylie was only fourteen.

hid behind a parked car

where no one could see him. He could see Kylie shaking

her head and beginning to

He was fond of Kylie, even walk away, one of the boys

though she was always
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held her arm and started *5° Before he could answer
arguing with her. Another e Kylie arrived home.
pushed her, while another ope
got hold of her bag. Kylie efe  Questions to-discuss:
grabbed it back and ogo ’
started to run. o How do- yow think Connor felt?
es® P P P P
The boys let her go, but .%. Ay o witness to-the incident what do- yow think Connor
shouted after her; ‘You'd efe shouwld do?
better have the money 0 ) )
tomorrow!’ .i. WWW@MW?
@=-9 . . . 7
CrRECr e BTt 'E' Who- do- yow think needs couwrage in this situation?
to do. There were too many efe  What do yow think ened next?
boys for him to tackle. Kylie  ¢le V happ
was walking home now. ,g. What would yow do?
Connor got home first. His :i: Howve yow ever beew inv av situation where yow have needed
mother asked him if he el cowrageto-witness? What happened?
had seen Kylie on the way. i

Task:
Continue writing the story, including feelings and
beliefs which might affect the behowiowr of the
characters.




The Holy Spirit enables peoble to-witness to-the
taster message.

Jesus appeawed to-his disciples onw ov
numbrer of occasions after the
Reswrection. He greeted them,
shawed food withy thewr and thew he
sent thew out to- continue the
message of the Good News.

Luke tells how, after his Resurrection,
Jesus reassuves his disciples that they
will not be alone.

- 44 =
Then he said to them ‘These are
my words that | spoke to you
while | was still with you - that
everything written about me in been clothed with power from on
the Law of Moses, the prophets + high."”
and the psalms must be fulfilled'.

Then he opened their minds to
understand the scriptures and he
said to them,

Y -
“Thus it is written that the Messiah
will suffer and rise from the dead
on the third day and that
repentance and forgiveness of
sins is to be proclaimed in his
name to all nations beginning
from Jerusalem.

You are witnesses to ;hese things.

And see, | am sending upon you
what my Father promised; so stay
here in the city until you have
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Based on Luke 24: 44-49
(Come and See)

Jesus appears to-his disciples:



InMatthew, Jesus iy not only reassuring the disciples but
telling of their futuwre mission.

The eleven disciples went to the
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hill in Galilee where Jesus had
told them to go. When they saw
him they worshipped him even
though some of them doubted.

Oy |k
Jesus drew near and said to them,
“I have been given all authority in
heaven and on earth. Go then to
all peoples everywhere and

How do-yow think the disciples felt when they heard these wovds?

| What did Jesus mean whenw he said “...the probhety and the psalms
| must be fulfilled?”

What do-yow understand by the disciples being the witnesses of

|| Jesus?

Mool lipsdilli diSCiples AT T Why does Jesus want everyone to- be baptised?
“— ! . 12 J 12 12 1%
Bapfise them in the name of the | WY do-yowthink some of Jesus’ disciples weve inv doubt?

Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit & | What missiov did Jesus give his disciples?
and teach them to obey )

everything that | have

commanded you.
And I will be with you always to 0 | ‘@3
the end of the age.” Based on Maﬂhew 28:16-20

’ . o Bl 34, (Come and See)
K] e~ R /A A TN T G R A Adnddd e

Task:

Write o diawy account as one of the disciples. Show understanding of the account by making
links to-the Scripture and your experience and feelings of the events:




The Ascensiow of Jesus.

Before Jesus returned to- his Father, he promised his disciples that he would send thesm the
Holy Spirit to-enable them to- continue to- spread the Easter message and be his witnesses.

Inthe Acty of the Apostles account of what happened after the Resurrection; the writer
describes Jesus retwwto-MFaﬂw inv symbolic language:

So when they had come together,
they asked him, “Lord, is this the
time when you will restore the

kingdom to Israel?”
| = S ESRET

He replied, “It is not for you to
know the times or periods that the
Father has set by his own
authority. But you will receive
power when the Holy Spirit has
come upon you; and you will be
my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all
Judaea and Samaria, and to the
ends of the earth.”
eesseESEEeee - R W
When he had said this, as they
were watching, he was lifted up,
and a cloud took him out of their
sight.
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While he was g.oing and they

were gazing up toward heaven,

suddenly two men in white robes
stood by them.

< -

They said, “Men of Galilee, why

~ do you stand looking up toward

heaven? This Jesus, who has

been taken up from you into
heaven, will come in the same
way as you saw him go into
heaven.” |
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Then they returned to Jerusalem
~ from the mount called Olivet, .

~ which is near Jerusalem, a

-

Sabbalh day s]ourney away
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When they had entered the city,
they went to the room upstairs
where they were staying, Peter,
and John, and James, and
Andrew, Philip and Thomas,
Bartholomew and Matthew,
James son of Alphaeus, and
Simon the Zealot, and Judas son
of James.

FEEASS ¥

All these were constantly
devoting themselves to prayer,
together with certain women,
including Mary the mother of
Jesus.

It is important to- note that it seems ax if

Jesus' kingdom was not o eawntily one;

The disciples; Mary and the women gathered
together in Jerusalem to-wait inv pravyer invthe
upper roow for the coming of the Holy Spirit.

It was coming up to-the Jewish feast of
Pentecost or Shawuot, that is the howvest
festival. There were moany people in Jerusalem
at thig time.



Questions to- discuss:

Why do-yow think the disciples asked Jesus about ‘restoring the kingdow'?
What do- yow think they meant and what does it show about their

understanding?

What do-yow think the power of the Holy Spirit would enable thew to-do-?

How do-yow think the disciples sbent their time between the Ascensiov and the
coming of the Holy Spirit who- would give them the power to- be witnesses to-the

ends of the eawtih?

Task:

Write the conwersation which took place among the people inv
that upper room. Include any reference they would have
made to-the scriptures and the saying of Jesus. (Do not
forget that the Gospels hawe not yet been written but they
would be very familiow with the wovds of Jesus.) How would
they describe their own beliefs; feelings and experiences ands
how would they hawe made links between them? Recovd inv
some way.







: Stephen, filled with the power of

 God's Spirit, did marvellous work

among the Jewish people in

i Jerusalem who had come from

| North Africa and Asia.

; . “SMOTRS e

Many of them were in Jerusalem
on pilgrimage. Some of them
tried to argue with Stephen but
they found it too difficult. Stephen |
‘was very wise and the Holy Spirit

| was with him. They were angry :
and told lies about Stephen. ;
They turned the scribes and v
elders against him as well as

some of the people. Stephen was |

arrested. When Stephen stood up
‘ in court he spoke for a long time
about the ways in which they had
refused to listen to God and to
God's messengers.

PR

He told the judge and the people
about Jesus but they did not want |
to listen. They put their hands over
their ears.

LI

d
’ Then they charged at him and
- dragged him outside the city.

% There they threw stones at him

until he was dead.
[ gues - i ~ o -
A young man called Saul
watched. He was taking care of
their cloaks. Before he died

" Stephen said: “Lord Jesus,

" them for what they have done.”

\\\‘.{.\

Task:

e

receive my spirit. Do not blame j

Based on Acts é: 6-7: 6 |
God'’s Story 3 '

Questions to- discuss:

Why were people finding it too- difficult to-
argue withv Stephen?

Why and how did Stephen remaivv strong?

Stephew said, “Do-not blame thew for what
they have done.” What example is Stephev
setting by saying this?

Inthe Scripture reading it savys ... they put
their handy over their eawrsy’. Why do- yow
think they did this and what did it show?
What do- yow think about Saul’s action?
What do-Stephew s last words remind yow of?

We awe oftenv called upow inv school to-fundraise or collect food for the foodbanks to-
help those who-cavwnot afford or struggle to-find food to-eat. In doing this we are
like Stephen, chosento-help inthe distribution of food.

How might we continute to-follow Stephen's exaumple and witness to-the Good News?




Ourselves as witnesses:

Throughv our Baptisim and Confurmation, we receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit and are called to- be people who- spread the Easter message and to-be
witinesses inv owr present world.

There awre mavy ways of being av witness - by proyer, owwr words, our life and
kind deeds.

YOU WILL RECEIVE

Poter

WHEN THE
HOLY SPIRIT

HAS COME ON YOU



Fr. Balashowry: Providing refuge:

Fr. Balashowry is the divector of the Donw Bosco-Centre for street
childvew in Hyderabad, India. The centre rescues childvew from
the stireety and provides counselling, food, clothing, medicine;
education; recreation, and aims at eventually rehabiitating the
childven to-their families. There arve cuwrently over 50 boys at the
centre. Most of them will hawe been found by the staff; begging at
the trainv and bug station. Over avthivrd of thew awe orbhansg and
the rest hawe runw aoway from broken homes. Fr. Balashowry offers a
loving home for themv in which they can feel safe and regain hope
for their future.




Fr. Balashowry: Providing refuge.

As well as funding the childrvenw's education, the centre has
workshobs where it provides training in trades like carpentry,
tailoring, and engineering. They also-have av bakery where v
former resident of the shelter now teaches baking to-the childrev.

These classes all help to-furnish the boys withv the skills ands
motivation to-find employment inv the future. While the centire aims
to- rehabilitate childverw to-their fomilies, they are not forced back
to-their homes. The boyy awre encouraged to-return to-their families
and spend some time witivthemy, but they are welcome to- return to-
the shelter and continue their studies. The boys need the stability
ond assuroance that they will be supported and helped to-finishv
their education. Fr. Balashowry is there for them until they awre
ready ond able to- move o



Fr. Balashowry: Providing refuge.

The staff at the shelter have to- be available at all houry of the davy.
Sometimes, there might be av knock at the
needs to-be ready to-let the child inv and look
after them. The centre is obesv seven days v
week and staff owe alwoys available. Fr.
Balashowry and the staff need to-provide care
they awe loved. Whewn told he was
inspirational, Fr. Balashowry humbly
responded,

“It i God's work).




Yow will find, that, i your locad awreay,
there awre many Christions inspired by
the Holy Spirit who-witness to-the love of
God by their cawe for those inv need.
howme, provide food and shelter for the
homeless like The Mother of Mercy
i Society inv Liverpool. Sometimes, it is the
small things that yow do- inv yowr life; av
kind word, av smile; lending o helping
hand and perhaps doing something no-
one notices that iy a real witness to-the
love of God and the power of the Holy
Spirit.




InPauly letter to-the people living in Ephesus he writes:

God has made us
what we are,

and in our union with
Christ Jesus he has
created us for a life of
good deeds,

which he has already
prepared for us to do.

Questions to- discuss:

What do- yow think of Fr Balashowry and hig stoff?
What would yow find challenging about his mission?
Why is their work so- necessaury?

What inspires Fr Balashowry to-think of others first?

How awe yow av witness inv your local owea? (Hint:
encouwrage the childrew to-think about the ways inv whichv
they show kindness and cowe for others:)

How does your local chosen chawity witness to-cawe for
others?

What cownv yow do-as av school, class or individual to-witiness
to-God's love?

Task: Write o repovt onvhow yow awe av living witness at school withv others, at
home with fomily and friends ond individually. Describe your actions and
give reasons why yow do-them. Say how yowr actions are shaping your life and

others around youw.




The Holy Spirit enables people to-witness to-the
taster message.

Father, pour out your Spirit
upon your people;
and grant us
a new viscon of-your glory,

a new fadthfuiness to-your Word
and a new consecralion to-your serVvice;
thai your love may grow among us;
and your kingdom come:
through Christ our Lorvd:

Amenu



Now ﬂmtyowhwvawcplomd/albﬂw |
topic, spend some time recording
wowl To- re __
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