
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Witnesses 



 

Key Questions for the Topic 

Why does it sometimes need courage to be a witness?  

How do you know when to speak out? 

Key Words for the Topic 

witness, Holy Spirit, Witnesses, martyrs, courage, truth 

inspiration, Good News 

 

 



The Holy Spirit enables people to 

become witnesses  

 

Each of us, by the way we live our lives, the way we treat others, and by our 

words and actions, show if we have an attitude of service. 

 

Often, we are especially influenced by those whose actions speak powerfully 

of a life of service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christians believe that the Spirit of God is active in each 

person and, in a special way, in the community of believers, 

which is the Church.  It is the work of the Spirit to enable 

people to hear God’s message and to live Jesus’ way of service. 

 



The courage to be a witness 

Talk about the times you might have been in a situation when you saw something 

happen which was unusual, strange or even wrong and you knew you needed to tell 

someone.  You were unsure for a number of reasons.  Maybe you thought people 

would laugh at you, not believe you, or you might get into trouble. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Task: 

Continue writing the story, including feelings and 

beliefs which might affect the behaviour of the 

characters.  

Questions to discuss: 

How do you think Connor felt? 

As a witness to the incident what do you think Connor 

should do?  

What are his choices? 

Who do you think needs courage in this situation?  

What do you think happened next? 

What would you do? 

Have you ever been in a situation where you have needed 

courage to witness?  What happened? 



The Holy Spirit enables people to witness to the 

Easter message. 

 

 

 

Jesus appeared to his disciples on a 

number of occasions after the 

Resurrection.  He greeted them, 

shared food with them and then he 

sent them out to continue the 

message of the Good News.   

Luke tells how, after his Resurrection, 

Jesus reassures his disciples that they 

will not be alone. 

 

 

Jesus appears to his disciples. 



In Matthew, Jesus is not only reassuring the disciples but 

telling of their future mission. 

 

 

 

Questions to discuss: 

 

How do you think the disciples felt when they heard these words? 

What did Jesus mean when he said “...the prophets and the psalms 

must be fulfilled?” 

What do you understand by the disciples being the witnesses of 

Jesus? 

Why does Jesus want everyone to be baptised? 

Why do you think some of Jesus’ disciples were in doubt?  

What mission did Jesus give his disciples? 

 

Task: 

Write a diary account as one of the disciples.  Show understanding of the account by making 

links to the Scripture and your experience and feelings of the events. 



The Ascension of Jesus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Before Jesus returned to his Father, he promised his disciples that he would send them the 

Holy Spirit to enable them to continue to spread the Easter message and be his witnesses. 

In the Acts of the Apostles account of what happened after the Resurrection; the writer 

describes Jesus’ return to his Father in symbolic language. 



 
 

It is important to note that it seems as if 

the disciples still had not understood that 

Jesus’ kingdom was not an earthly one, 

but the kingdom of the heart. 

 

 

 

The disciples, Mary and the women gathered 

together in Jerusalem to wait in prayer in the 

upper room for the coming of the Holy Spirit. 

 

It was coming up to the Jewish feast of 

Pentecost or Shavuot, that is the harvest 

festival.  There were many people in Jerusalem 

at this time. 



 

Questions to discuss: 

  

Why do you think the disciples asked Jesus about ‘restoring the kingdom’?  

What do you think they meant and what does it show about their 

understanding? 

What do you think the power of the Holy Spirit would enable them to do? 

How do you think the disciples spent their time between the Ascension and the 

coming of the Holy Spirit who would give them the power to be witnesses to the 

ends of the earth? 

Task:  

 

Write the conversation which took place among the people in 

that upper room. Include any reference they would have 

made to the scriptures and the saying of Jesus.  (Do not 

forget that the Gospels have not yet been written but they 

would be very familiar with the words of Jesus.)  How would 

they describe their own beliefs, feelings and experiences and 

how would they have made links between them? Record in 

some way. 



Stephen chosen to spread the Word 

 

 

After the coming of the Holy Spirit, the number of those who became Christians grew 

so the early Church needed to be organised.  One of the important works of those 

early Christians was to care for the poor as Jesus had done.  The apostles were busy 

preaching and teaching, so they needed help. 

 

Stephen was one of the people chosen to help in the distribution of food so that the 

apostles could continue to spread the word of God.  The people chosen had to be filled 

with the Holy Spirit to undertake this work.  

 Stephen was the first deacon, deacons are called to serve and witness to the Word of 

God.  The word ‘deacon’ is taken from the Greek word meaning ‘service’.  Eventually 

Stephen was arrested and sentenced to death for witnessing to the Good News of 

Jesus.  Stephen was the first Christian martyr.  A martyr is a person who holds to a 

belief so strongly that he or she is willing to die for it.  Such was the faith that 

Stephen had in Jesus. 

 



 

 

Questions to discuss:  

Why were people finding it too difficult to 

argue with Stephen? 

Why and how did Stephen remain strong? 

Stephen said, “Do not blame them for what 

they have done.”  What example is Stephen 

setting by saying this? 

In the Scripture reading it says ‘…they put 

their hands over their ears’.  Why do you 

think they did this and what did it show? 

What do you think about Saul’s action? 

What do Stephen’s last words remind you of? 

Task: 

We are often called upon in school to fundraise or collect food for the foodbanks to 

help those who cannot afford or struggle to find food to eat.  In doing this we are 

like Stephen, chosen to help in the distribution of food. 

How might we continue to follow Stephen’s example and witness to the Good News? 



Ourselves as witnesses. 

 

Through our Baptism and Confirmation, we receive the gift of the Holy 

Spirit and are called to be people who spread the Easter message and to be 

witnesses in our present world. 

 

There are many ways of being a witness – by prayer, our words, our life and 

kind deeds. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Fr. Balashowry: Providing refuge. 

 

Fr. Balashowry is the director of the Don Bosco Centre for street 

children in Hyderabad, India.  The centre rescues children from 

the streets and provides counselling, food, clothing, medicine, 

education, recreation, and aims at eventually rehabilitating the 

children to their families.  There are currently over 50 boys at the 

centre.  Most of them will have been found by the staff, begging at 

the train and bus station.  Over a third of them are orphans and 

the rest have run away from broken homes.  Fr. Balashowry offers a 

loving home for them in which they can feel safe and regain hope 

for their future.  

 

 

 

 



Fr. Balashowry: Providing refuge. 

 

As well as funding the children’s education, the centre has 

workshops where it provides training in trades like carpentry, 

tailoring, and engineering.  They also have a bakery where a 

former resident of the shelter now teaches baking to the children.   

These classes all help to furnish the boys with the skills and 

motivation to find employment in the future.  While the centre aims 

to rehabilitate children to their families, they are not forced back 

to their homes.  The boys are encouraged to return to their families 

and spend some time with them, but they are welcome to return to 

the shelter and continue their studies.  The boys need the stability 

and assurance that they will be supported and helped to finish 

their education.  Fr. Balashowry is there for them until they are 

ready and able to move on. 

 



Fr. Balashowry: Providing refuge. 

 

 

The staff at the shelter have to be available at all hours of the day.  

Sometimes, there might be a knock at the 

door in the middle of the night, and someone 

needs to be ready to let the child in and look 

after them.  The centre is open seven days a 

week and staff are always available.  Fr. 

Balashowry and the staff need to provide care 

and guidance and show the children that 

they are loved.  When told he was 

inspirational, Fr. Balashowry humbly 

responded,  

“It is God’s work”.  

 



Inspired by the Holy Spirit… 

 

 

 

You will find that, in your local area, 

there are many Christians inspired by 

the Holy Spirit who witness to the love of 

God by their care for those in need.  

They may visit the sick in hospital or at 

home, provide food and shelter for the 

homeless like The Mother of Mercy 

Society in Liverpool.  Sometimes, it is the 

small things that you do in your life, a 

kind word, a smile, lending a helping 

hand and perhaps doing something no 

one notices that is a real witness to the 

love of God and the power of the Holy 

Spirit. 

 



In Paul’s letter to the people living in Ephesus he writes: 

 

 

 

 

 

Questions to discuss: 

 

What do you think of Fr Balashowry and his staff? 

What would you find challenging about his mission? 

Why is their work so necessary? 

What inspires Fr Balashowry to think of others first? 

How are you a witness in your local area? (Hint: 

encourage the children to think about the ways in which 

they show kindness and care for others.) 

How does your local chosen charity witness to care for 

others? 

What can you do as a school, class or individual to witness 

to God’s love? 

Task: Write a report on how you are a living witness at school with others, at 

home with family and friends and individually.  Describe your actions and 

give reasons why you do them.  Say how your actions are shaping your life and 

others around you. 



The Holy Spirit enables people to witness to the 

Easter message. 

 

Father, pour out your Spirit 

upon your people, 

and grant us 

a new vision of your glory, 

a new faithfulness to your Word 

and a new consecration to your service, 

that your love may grow among us, 

and your kingdom come: 

through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 



Respond 

 

Now that you have explored all the Scripture for this 

topic, spend some time recording the key things you 

want to remember. 

Listen to some quiet music and spend time 

recording what you found interesting and how you 

will spread the Good News. With your family, take 

part in a worship. 


