
Find Differences by Counting Up: Decimals 

• Sometimes it is more efficient to find a difference by counting up rather than using a written 
method. Use counting up on number lines to calculate the following differences. 
 
o For example: 7.3 – 2.8 = 4.5 

 

 

1. 10 – 3.5 = 
 

2. 5 – 2.9 =  
 

3. 8.1 – 7.5 =  
 

4. 7.3 – 3.4 =  
 

5. 9.6 – 4.7 = 
 

6. 20 - ? = 6.8 
 

7. ? – 3.65 = 8.54 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

2.8 3 7.3 7 

+0.2 +4 +0.3 

Mathematics - Planning Support 
© Lancashire County Council (2015)



Find Differences by Counting Up: Decimals 

o For example: 5.00 – 1.74 = 3.26 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. 5.00 – 3.4 = 
 

2. 5.00 – 2.36 =  
 

3. 10.00 – 7.42 =  
 

4. 6.3 – 5.79 =  
 

5. 8.1 - ? = 5.84 = 
 

6. 5.42 - ? = 4.65 =  
 

7. ? – 7.48 = 20.43 

1.74 1.80 

+0.06 +3.00 

5.00 2.00 

+0.20 
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