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Writing – Summer 2.2  8th June

Instructional Writing



• I can identify the features of an instruction text.

• I can identify and use imperative verbs

• I can write instructions.

Learning Objective



Instructions

Instructions tell us how do to something. 
There are many different types of instructions. Some 
examples include:

• recipes;
• directions;
• how to play a game;
• how to make or build something;
• how to repair something;
• or how to look after/care for something

Can you think of any more examples?



Features of Instruction Writing

• An introduction to explain what the end result will be 
(what the instructions will help the reader to do). This 
will usually include questions to engage the reader.

• A list of things the reader will need, such as 
ingredients for a recipe, materials for a building 
project or equipment for a craft activity.

• An outline of the method needed to complete the task 
(usually in chronological order).

Regardless of their purpose, instructions share many of the same 
features:



Features of Instruction Writing

• Imperative verbs are usually used within the 
method to ‘boss’ the reader around!



What Is a Verb?
Verbs are words which describe an action, occurrence or state.

For example:

The ice cream is melting.     The snowman wears a hat.

Can you think of any other verbs?



What Is an Imperative Verb?

Imperative verbs are sometimes known as bossy verbs.

They are verbs which tell you what to do. 

They are often seen at the beginning of a sentence and 
create a command.

Let’s look at some examples…



Imperative Verbs

Eat your lunch.

Tidy the cloakroom.

Write today’s date.

Walk home after school.



Imperative Verbs

Go and buy our crisps.
Eat your lunch. Tidy the cloakroom. 

Write today’s date. Walk home after school.

In each of these commands, the imperative verb tells 
the person what action they need to take.

Let’s see if you can spot some imperative verbs…



Spot the Imperative Verbs

Go outside to play.

Spot the difference between these pictures.

Ask your dad what he thinks.

Kick the ball into the goal.

Surprise your friend to cheer them up.



Where Do We See Imperative Verbs?

Imperative verbs can often be seen in:

Persuasive Adverts

Sets of instructions

Recipes

Conversation



Which Imperative Verb?

Below is a command sentence with the imperative 
verb missing. How many imperative verbs can you 

think of which would fit in this command?

up and walk away.



Which Imperative Verb?

You could have said:

Get up and walk away.

Stand up and walk away.

Tidy up and walk away.

Did you have any other imperative verbs?



Which Imperative Verb?

How many different imperative verbs can you think 
of which would fit in the following commands?

your sandwich.

your shoes.

your brother.







Imperative Verbs



Imperative Verbs





Imperative Verbs



• A conclusion to sum up the task and help the reader 
check that they have achieved the correct outcome.

Features of Instruction Writing

• Pictures or diagrams can be used to provide clarification, 
e.g. a series of pictures or diagrams corresponding to each 
step of the method, a single picture or diagram of a tricky 
part of the process or an illustration of the final product.

Layout devices will also be 
used to structure and 
organise the text. These 
may include headings and 
subheadings, underlining, 
bold or italic text, bullet 
points and numbers.



Further Features of Instructional Writing

• Conjunctions, prepositions and adverbs to show time, 
place and cause should be used throughout, e.g. After 
that, Inside the box, As soon as it has melted, etc.

• Extra tips and advice may be given to the reader for 
especially tricky parts of a task. 

• Pictures or diagrams can be used to provide 
clarification, e.g. a series of pictures or diagrams 
corresponding to each step of the method, a single 
picture or diagram of a tricky part of the process or an 
illustration of the final product.



How to Care for a Mouskin

Read the instructions on how to care for a mouskin.
What features of an instruction text can you spot?









What task will you guide people to do?
You can use the Instructions Checklist to check you have 
included all the relevant features. 

Activity: Write a set of instructions

Remember to plan your writing – See planner on the 
next slide.

how to look after 
something

directions to get 
somewhere

how to make 
something

how to fix 
something

a cookery recipe






