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Religious Education Policy

Mission Statement

‘To give and not to count the cost ... save that of knowing that we do your will’ St. Ignatius of Loyola.

At St. Ignatius we invite our community to ‘do God’s will’ by living by our PEARL values:  Prayer, Equality, Achievement, Respect and Love.

Rationale of Religious Education
· Religious Education is central to the educative mission of the Church. ‘At the heart of Catholic education lies the Christian vision of the human person. This vision is expressed and explored in Religious Education.’ 1 
· Religious Education is ‘the core of the core curriculum.’2

‘Therefore, Religious Education is never simply one subject among many, but the foundation of the entire educational process. The beliefs and values studied in Catholic religious education inspire and draw together every aspect of the life of a Catholic school….. All pupils have the right to receive an overall education which will enable them, in the light of the faith of the Church, to engage with the deepest questions of life and find reasons for the hope which is within them. Religious Education is, then, the core subject in a Catholic school.’ 2

The Aims of Religious Education
· to engage in a systematic study of the mystery of God, of the life and teaching of Jesus Christ, the teachings of the Church, the central beliefs that Catholics hold, the basis for them and the relationship between faith and life;
· to enable pupils continually to deepen their religious and theological understanding and be able to communicate this effectively;
· to present an authentic vision of the Church’s moral and social teaching to provide pupils with a sure guide for living and the tools to critically engage with contemporary culture and society;
· to give pupils an understanding of the religions and worldviews present in the world today and the skills to engage in respectful and fruitful dialogue with those whose worldviews differ from their own;
· to develop the critical faculties of pupils so to bring clarity to the relationship between faith and life, and between faith and culture;
· to stimulate pupils’ imagination and provoke a desire for personal meaning as revealed in the truth of the Catholic faith;
· to enable pupils to relate the knowledge gained through religious education to their understanding of other subjects in the curriculum3

1 Religious Education in Catholic Schools, Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales, 2000, para 4
2 Religious Education Directory 2023, p13
3 Religious Education Directory 2022 p6
The outcome of excellent Religious Education is ‘religiously literate and engaged young people who have the knowledge, understanding and skills – appropriate to their age and capacity – to reflect spiritually, and think ethically and theologically, and who are aware of the demands of religious commitment in everyday life’4 (RED 2023, page 6).

Religious Education at the heart of the curriculum
· Religious education is the core of the core curriculum and is to be the source and summit of the whole curriculum.
· Religious education is an academic discipline with the same systematic demands and rigour as other disciplines.
· Religious education is to be delivered within a broad and balanced curriculum, where it informs every aspect of the curriculum. Every other subject is to be informed by religious education and have a strong relationship with it.
· In each year of compulsory schooling, religious education is to be taught for at least 10% curriculum time within each repeating cycle of the regular school timetable. This does not include Prayer and Liturgy sessions. 

Rationale 
As stated by Pope St. John Paul II, Religious Education is the "core of the core curriculum" in a Catholic school. At St. Ignatius Primary School, we believe religious growth and development have a central place and significance in each human life and must not only be confined to timetabled Religious Education lessons but be the core of the whole school experience. 
Our Religious Education curriculum is designed to provide a Catholic education for our children by promoting knowledge and understanding of the Catholic faith with Jesus Christ at its centre and heart. We are committed to ensuring that children are religiously literate in the teachings and traditions of the Catholic faith, enabling them to grow in love and service of God and each other.  
Through our comprehensive approach to Religious Education, we seek to develop in our pupils a deeper commitment and understanding of the Catholic faith and Christian living, fostering both intellectual understanding and spiritual development that permeates all aspects of their educational journey. 
This integrated approach reflects our belief that religious education is not merely an academic subject, but a transformative experience that shapes character, values, and the whole person within our school community. 

Aims 
When teaching Religious Education, we aim to: 
· Encourage the growth and moral development of children's personal and spiritual lives. 
· Enable the children to reflect on their own and other people’s experiences and to relate the religious teachings encountered to issues and choices in their own lives. 

4 Religious Education Directory 2023, p6
· Give the children a knowledge and understanding of what it is to be a Christian as expressed in the Catholic tradition. 
· Foster and nurture each child’s God-given potential irrespective of their abilities. 
· Instil in each child a sense of an honest, reflective, open and enquiring attitude. 
· Promote friendship, respect and goodwill both within the school and in the wider community. 
· Foster awareness and understanding of the Catholic faith for every child through prayer, study and liturgy. 
· Cultivate a sense of spirituality, awe and wonder in God's creation and presence. 
· Offer an education to the highest possible standard, with a curriculum which meets the needs and aptitudes of each child. 
· Ensure that there is a real sense of progression through the different stages of education, from the Early Years Foundation Stage to Upper Key Stage 2. 
· Develop the skills and attitudes necessary to engage in religious thinking, such as analysis, study, investigation and reflection. 
· Teach pupils to listen and think critically, spiritually and ethically, to acquire knowledge and to make informed judgements. 
· Build their awareness of the wider community and to value and respect the wide diversity of other faith traditions, opinions and beliefs, whilst upholding our Catholic identify. 
· Enable pupils to recognise common religious themes such as the significance of water, light, oil etc. sympathetic to all faiths. 
· Develop the children’s experience of being part of the universal Church.
· Help the children to know and understand that the love and compassion of God is constant and unconditional as revealed in His son, Jesus Christ. 
· Foster values and morals based on Christian teaching, which are also shared by the major world faiths. 
· Make prayer, worship and liturgy a positive and real spiritual experience for pupils through class prayer, Celebration of the Word, Assemblies, Mass, Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and their developing knowledge of the Catholic faith.

Programme of Study

Religious Education Directory ‘To Know You More Clearly’ (2023) Details of the curriculum can be found here: Religious Education Directory 2023 

As a Catholic school within the Diocese of Westminster, we are required to comply with the Religious Education Directory (RED) entitled To Know You More Clearly (released September 2023). The RED 2023 provides a model curriculum which is followed throughout Early Years, Key Stage 1 and Key stage 2. 



Curriculum Structure
The model curriculum has six components known as branches which map helpfully onto the six half-terms of the school year. Five of these have a core theme which invites pupils to learn about an aspect of Revelation, Scripture, life in Christ, and life in the Church, and to discern what their learning means academically and experientially enabling them to see, judge, and act through a deeper knowledge of the Christian faith. The Encounter & Dialogue branch involves the study of other religions, encountering other pathways of belief drawing on the teaching of the Church about intercultural dialogue.
In addition, alongside and throughout the six branches, at least one Catholic Social Teaching lesson is taught each half term. The theme of this lesson continues to be reflected upon and integrated into RE lessons, assemblies and Prayer and Liturgy sessions throughout the year. 

Methodology
A variety of teaching and learning strategies will be used from across the curriculum adapted appropriately to the needs and learning styles of pupils.

Inclusion and Equality
All pupils in our school, irrespective of ability, faith and background will have appropriate, adapted access to the Religious Education programme.
The governing body have wider responsibilities under the Equalities Act 2010 and will ensure that our school strives to do the best for all of the pupils, irrespective of disability, educational needs, race, nationality, ethnic or national origin, sex, gender identity, religion or sexual orientation or whether they are looked after children.

Assessment, Monitoring, Recording and Reporting
· Assessment of standards is carried out against the Expected Outcomes in RED 2023 
· Progress and achievement is recorded and tracked in line with our school policy.
· Each teacher keeps a class record of assessed work and records of pupils’ progress.
· Samples of a range of work, from pupils of different abilities, is kept within the class planning and assessment folder.
· Pupils are assessed at the beginning and end of each branch. 
· Feedback and Marking is in line with expectations from the other core subjects. It demonstrates feedback to move the children's learning forward through strategies such as FIT time (Focused Improvement Time) where pupils use their purple pens to demonstrate their understanding of their work and teacher feedback.
· Assessment moderation takes place in school amongst colleagues, with other schools at deanery meetings and at diocesan meetings.
· Monitoring of teaching and learning is carried out by the RE Team.
· Progress and achievement in Religious Education is reported to parents/carers annually, as part of the child’s end of year school report.
· Progress and achievement in Religious Education is reported to Governors by the head teacher at Governors Meetings

Management of the Subject
The RE Team has responsibility for leading, managing and supporting the delivery of Religious Education and the continuous professional development of teachers in Religious Education.

Policy Monitoring and Review
This policy will be monitored, evaluated and reviewed by the RE Team and updated annually.
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