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Spiritual Moral Social and Cultural (SMSC) Policy
Introduction
As a Catholic school, we aim to provide a Catholic Education for all our pupils. Catholic doctrine and practice permeate every aspect of the school’s activity.  We also recognise that the spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of each pupil plays a significant part in their ability to learn and achieve. 
We therefore aim to provide an education that provides pupils with opportunities to explore and develop their own values and beliefs, spiritual awareness, high standards of personal behaviour, a positive caring attitude towards other people, an understanding of their social and cultural traditions and an appreciation of the diversity and richness of other cultures. Our core values are represented throughout the school: prayer, equality, achievement, respect and love (PEARL).
All curriculum areas can contribute to a child's spiritual, moral, social and cultural development and opportunities for this will be planned in each area of the curriculum. All curriculum areas should seek to use illustrations and examples drawn from as wide a range of cultural contexts as possible. This will be reflected in decisions about lesson planning and resources.
All adults will model and promote expected behaviour, treating all people as unique and valuable individuals and showing respect for pupils and their families.
The school community will be a place where pupils can find acceptance for themselves as unique individuals, and where forgiveness and the opportunity to start again is fundamental to the ethos of the school.
Pupils should learn to make moral judgments of right and wrong and understand that their actions have consequences for other people. They will be encouraged to value themselves and others.
Pupils should understand the need for rules and the need to abide by rules for the good of everyone. The school behaviour system should reflect, reiterate, promote and reward acceptable behaviour and provide opportunities to celebrate pupils' work and achievements.
School Aims

· To ensure that everyone connected with the school is aware of our PEARL values and principles.
· To ensure that SMSC issues are dealt with in a consistent manner through the curriculum and the general life of the school.

· To ensure that a pupil's education is set within a context that is meaningful and appropriate to their age, aptitude and background. 
· To give each pupil a range of opportunities to reflect upon and discuss their beliefs, feelings and responses to personal experience.
· To enable pupils to develop an understanding of their individual and group identity.
· To enable pupils to begin to develop an understanding of their social and cultural environment and an appreciation of the many cultures that enrich our society.
· To give each pupil the opportunity to explore social and moral issues, and develop a sense of social and moral responsibility.
Spiritual Development
As a school we aim to provide learning and prayer opportunities that will enable pupils to:
· Sustain their self-esteem in their learning experience. 
· Develop their capacity for critical and independent thought.  
· Foster their emotional life and express their feelings.
· Experience moments of stillness and reflection.
· Discuss their beliefs, feelings, values and responses to personal experiences. 
· Reflect on, consider and celebrate the wonders and mysteries of life.
· Recognise and reflect on Christian approaches to Spiritual Development.
Moral development
As a school we aim to provide learning opportunities that will enable pupils to:
· Recognise the unique value of each individual.
· Listen and respond appropriately to the views of others.
· Gain the confidence to learn from mistakes, and value how they show ways to improve. 
· Take initiative and act responsibly with consideration and care for others.
· Distinguish between right and wrong.
· Show respect for the environment.
· Make informed and independent judgments.
Social Development
As a school we aim to promote opportunities that will enable pupils to:
· Work and play positively with all members of the school.
· Form and maintain beneficial and appropriate relationships.
· Develop an understanding of their individual and group identity.
· Learn about service in the school and wider community.
· Begin to understand the Christian imperative for social justice and a concern for the disadvantaged.
Cultural Development
As a school we aim to promote opportunities that will enable pupils to:
· Recognise the value and richness of cultural diversity in Britain, and how these influence individuals and society.
· Recognise Christianity as a world faith.
· Develop an understanding of their social and cultural environment.

· Develop an understanding of British values and their place in the world.
Teaching and Organisation
Development in SMSC will occur across all curriculum areas, not simply PHSE, within activities that encourage pupils to recognise the spiritual dimension of their learning, reflect on the significance of what they are learning, and to relate any challenges that there may be to their own attitude and lifestyle.
All curriculum areas should seek illustrations and examples drawn from as wide a range of cultural contexts as possible.
Class discussions and circle time will give pupils opportunities to:
· Talk about personal experiences and feelings.
· Express and clarify their own ideas and beliefs.
· Speak about difficult events, eg bullying, death etc.
· Share thoughts and feelings with other people.
· Explore relationships with friends/family/others.
· Consider others’ needs and behaviour.
· Show empathy.
· Develop self-esteem and a respect for others.
· Develop a sense of belonging.
· Develop the skills and attitudes that enable pupils to develop socially, morally, spiritually and culturally — eg empathy, respect, open mindedness, sensitivity, critical awareness
Many curriculum areas provide opportunities to:
· Listen and talk to each other.
· Learn an awareness of treating all as equals.
· Agree and disagree.
· Take turns and share equipment.
· Work cooperatively and collaboratively.
Our Values Statement  

At St Ignatius Catholic Primary School, we promote ‘SMSC’ through our British Values, which permeates through the curriculum offer and supports the development of the ‘whole child’.  

We recognise that such development is most successful when those values and attitudes are promoted by all the staff and provide a model of behaviour for our pupils.  

‘British Values’ have been identified as:  
Democracy  

The ability to communicate is the most important area of learning. We ensure that pupils are given a ‘voice’ to communicate. The method of using this ‘voice’ could be using words, objects, photographs, pictures, symbols, touch cues, eye pointing or body language. We empower our pupils by giving them opportunities to make choices about the things that they believe to be important. By valuing each ‘voice’ and by listening and responding to that voice we demonstrate that we support democracy and liberty.  

Pupils learn about democracy in society today and the implications for individuals when it is not present. Weekly assemblies involve gathering together for whole school worship and to celebrate the achievement of the pupils.

Rule of Law  

We involve pupils in setting codes of behaviour; helping pupils to make decisions and choices that are acceptable to the academy community and society at large. Pupils are helped to learn to manage their behaviour and take responsibility for their actions. Staff are committed to providing a consistent and predicable environment within the school and beyond. We can help some pupils to understand the connection between actions and consequences. This type of environment enables pupils to feel safe and secure; this in turn, promotes the optimum conditions for learning to take place.  

Individual Liberty  

Pupils at St Ignatius Catholic Primary School are encouraged to become good and valued citizens. We achieve this by supporting each pupil to become as independent as possible. We endeavour to demonstrate that everyone has rights; this includes the right to say ‘No’ when appropriate. Some pupils will be able to take responsibility for particular roles and to understand that with certain rights comes a level of responsibility. Learning to do things independently is an important part of learning to understand yourself. We support others by participating in local community events and charitable events such as Cafod, we raise money and collect food items for local homeless charities every October for our Harvest Fast day. We believe that by engendering a caring and helpful environment and by learning to be independent can boost and nurture a healthy self-esteem.  

Mutual Respect  

We promote each pupil’s inclusion, where possible, in a range of activities, settings and locations. The children in Early Years have opportunities to integrate with other children. As pupils move into the other Key Stages, further planned events and circumstances are planned for pupils to go into the community to meet with a range of people in a variety of situations which include; sports events, community events and shared participation with other schools in Haringey. It is important to facilitate opportunities for schools to be part of the local, national and global communities. Pupils, families and staff have much to offer in the development of community cohesion.  

Tolerance of different faiths and beliefs  

At St Ignatius Catholic Primary School, we serve a multi-ethnic community where each person is respected and valued equally without regard to ability, gender, faith, heritage or race. Cultural appreciation and development forms part of our curriculum. We place great emphasis on providing encounters and participation in events and celebrations to broaden all pupils’ experiences and awareness of others. Our Assemblies help all pupils to find out about themselves and others linking their lives to the communities in which they belong. The themes cover areas such as: 

friendships, helping others and celebrations from a range of faiths and world events.  Pupils are encouraged to experience British Culture through our curriculum themes. 

Schools take part in local and school sporting activities, which help to instil 

‘fair play’ and engender a ’team spirit’. The staff work closely with parents, carers and other professionals to ensure that the pupils are happy, well cared for and enabled to learn the skills they need to live a fulfilling life as part of their community.

British values are at the core of all aspects of school life at St Ignatius Catholic Primary School.

At St Ignatius Catholic Primary School, we value and celebrate the diverse heritage of all members of our school community. Furthermore, we value being part of Britain. We do this by celebrating traditions such as: Remembrance during the Autumn term: the occasional trip to a pantomime around Christmas: summer fete and sports day.

Where can we find evidence in curriculum subjects?

	Subject
	We promote spiritual development
	We promote moral development
	We promote social development
	We promote cultural development

	Maths
	By considering how pattern, order, symmetry and scale can exist in both man made objects and in the natural world
	By using real world contexts and linking to fairness, e.g., why might someone be upset if they received less than other people? 

By exploring contexts that require moral and ethical choices; e.g. spending money on Wants compared with Needs
	By the sharing of resources within the classroom, the negotiating of responses and group problem solving 

By analysing social data e.g. on health care, poverty, bullying. Year Five analysed air quality lab results to lobby the Mayor for improvements.
	By asking questions about the history of maths: e.g. ‘What did the Egyptians, Romans, Greeks and Indians discover that we still use in maths today?

	English
	In responding to a poem, story or text; pupils can be asked ‘I wonder what you think happens next?’ ‘How would you feel if you were the person in the story?’ ‘Where have you met these ideas before?’ 

By appreciating the beauty of language

By exploring creation myths from different cultures
	By exploring stimuli for thinking about the positives and negative consequences of behaviour; pupils can speculate and apply this learning to their own lives.

By considering different perspectives on the same topic, e.g. through debate or implied in narrative stories.
	By supporting conceptual and language development through an understanding of and debates about social issues 

By providing opportunities for talk in a range of settings, e.g. in pairs, in groups or to crowded assembly halls.
	By promoting the culture of story-telling, e.g. pupils telling stories from their own cultures and backgrounds because ‘everyone has a story to tell’ 

By providing opportunities for pupils to engage with texts from different cultures, e.g. folktales or novels like Oranges in No Man’s Land,

	Science
	By demonstrating openness to the fact that matters of faith are not proven by Science. 

By creating opportunities for pupils to ask questions about how living things rely on and contribute to their environment. 

By exploring the the size of the universe and contemplating how it might have been formed
	By considering how the wonder of the natural world and the inventions have made the world a better place. 

By considering that not all developments have been good because they have caused harm to the environment and to people. 

By encouraging pupils to speculate about how technology can be used both for good and evil.
	By linking Science lessons to safety concerns and how they might protect a younger or vulnerable young person, e.g. from an unhealthy diet, air pollution or sunlight. 

By exploring the social dimension of scientific advances e.g. environmental concerns, medical advances, energy processes
	By exploring the cultural sources of scientific discoveries from around the world that have affected our lives, e.g. African, South American and Muslim traditions

	MFL (Modern Languages)
	By exploring the role of languages from around the world in worship and ritual


	By helping pupils to have an accurate and truthful understanding of another culture
	By learning the skill of communicating in Spanish, a key language for our catchment area 

By exploring different social conventions e.g. forms of address and masculine/ feminine words.
	By appreciating the language and customs of others 

By exploring the literature and culture of other countries 

By organising and taking part in cultural occasions as well as the annual school journey to Wales

	History
	By considering how things would be different if the course of events had been different; eg what difference would it have made if the Normans had not been successful in 1066? 

By investigating the reasons for a particular landmark, building or museum relating it to local history and beliefs. 

By speculating about how we mark important events from history and the people who shaped them, e.g. Remembrance day
	By exploring the consequences of right and wrong behaviour in the past, e.g. a topic on Crime and Punishment.

By considering some of the characteristics of people who have had a bad influence and caused suffering to others. 

By asking what others have done to stop injustice, e.g. visiting a local history exhibition on Nelson Mandela’s connections to Haringey

By going beyond the facts and asking pupils to ask hypothetical questions such as ‘what would have turned a tragedy into a triumph?’
	By discussing how groups and communities organised themselves in the past. 

By considering questions about social structure in the past; eg, the rights did children or disadvantage people.

By encouraging pupils to talk to their parents and grandparents; eg when learning about World War Two
	By exploring local history and under-researched history and history of own cultures

By investigating how culture is shaped by history, exploring the ‘cultural heritage’ and in particular the Christian influence on British culture. By taking pupils on visits to heritage sites

	Geography
	By using maps and technology to explore the variety and wonders of the world.

By asking pupils to imagine what it might be like to live in different parts of the world. 

By making links with history when exploring the environment, e.g. the Smog or deforestation, and speculating on why the landscape is as it is. 

By comparing their lives with pupils living in other countries or other part of the UK.
	By considering how people treat the environment; asking questions such as, ‘How are we changing our surroundings – are some things for the better and others for the worse?’ Who benefits and who suffers? What should be our personal response to these? Who should look after our environment? 


	By providing positive and effective links with the wider community, both locally and through linking with Pendarren house in Wales and other schools globally

By considering social responsibility e.g care for the environment, impact of traffic on the local area, tourism, with a poster competition about Air Quality.
	By making links with other countries through schools linking and Around the World in a Day day. 

By exploring cultures that have had, and still have an impact on the local area.

	RE
	By experiencing wonder and joy through learning about and from stories, celebrations, rituals and different expressions of religion and worldviews 

By asking and responding to questions of meaning and purpose 

By exploring spiritual practices such as worship and prayer through our RE scheme of work, and considering the impact of these on believers (e.g. Pope Francis) and any relevance to their own life
	By exploring morality including rules, teachings and commands such as The Golden Rule, the ten commandments, the sayings of Muhammad, 

By investigating the importance of duty and service to others in Sikhism, Hinduism and Buddhism 

By exploring religious perspectives and responses to evil and suffering in the world, e.g. slavery in Egypt 

By asking questions about the purpose and meaning of reconciliation and salvation e.g exploring Yom Kippur, Christian salvation story 
	By exploring the qualities which are valued by a civilised society – thoughtfulness, honesty, respect for difference, independence and interdependence 

By asking questions about the social impact of religion on communities or countries
	By exploring similarities and differences between faiths and cultures 

By considering in particular different cultural expressions of Christianity; eg using the Lectio Divina prayer

By learning about UK saints and those which the school buildings might be named after 

By engaging with text, artefacts and other sources from different cultures and religious backgrounds

	PSHE/Circle Time
	By developing awareness of and responding to others’ needs and wants 

By exploring meaning and purpose for individuals and society 

By developing resilience and inner strength
	By exploring what is right and wrong and to work out what we need to do in this particular community to make sure everyone thrives. 

By making explicit links to the school’s distinctive ethos as a church school.
	By helping pupils to engage in a democratic process for agreeing the rules for community life. 

By modelling and developing good ideas for positive relationships

By creating opportunities for pupils to exercise leadership and responsibility; pupils might be asked ‘Why do we think this important?’ ‘What could we do about it?’ ‘Who would like to take it further?’
	By exploring how different cultures can offer great insights into how we lead our lives 



	Art and Design
	By providing plenty of rich opportunities for pupils both to explore the spiritual dimension and natural phenomena e.g. Northern Lights. 

By exploring different artists’ interpretations of a key figure or event and asking what the artist was trying to convey. 

By allowing pupils to show what they know through their own expression of big ideas about life e.g. morality, ethical issues. 

By promoting the process of ‘reviewing and evaluating’; for example, through the work of Henri Matisse.
	By exploring how emotions and inner feelings are expressed though painting, sculpture and architecture. 

By responses to and use of visual images to evoke a range of emotions
	By sharing of resources and materials. 

By exploring social conflict and resolution. 

By exploring art as a powerful social tool e.g. in advertising, in representing particular groups

By exploring dilemmas that individuals may face and developing practical solutions to these problems
	By experiencing a wide range of creative media from around the world. 

By exploring how technology can be culturally influenced, e.g. aboriginal art tools, African drums

By developing aesthetic and critical awareness

By considering cultural influences on design 

By asking questions about functionality v aesthetics

	Music
	By allowing pupils to show their delight and curiosity in creating their own sounds. 

By making links between their learning in literacy (or other curriculum area) with music being played as background 

By considering how music makes one feel and can ‘move us’ deeply
	By exploring how music can convey human emotions such as sadness, joy, anger… 

By appreciating the self-discipline required to learn a musical instrument
	By exploring how an orchestra works together

By discussing What would happen if musicians in a band/group didn’t cooperate 

By appreciating how music is used in different ways in different settings e.g. for pleasure, for worship, to help people relax
	By giving all pupils an opportunity to learn a musical instrument and to take part regularly in singing together in small groups to large choirs. 

By encouraging pupils to listen and respond to traditions from around the world. 

By appreciating musical expression from different times and places, e.g. blues or gospel music

	Drama
	By allowing for insight, self-expression and the chance to walk in someone else’s shoes, especially when exploring religious stories
	By expressing what it feels like to be wronged and what remedies might make things better for the injured
	By exploring similarities and differences and how respect for others can be expressed. 

By building self- esteem and encouraging self worth
	By taking different roles from other backgrounds 

By using different dramatic conventions to encourage empathy

	ICT
	By wondering at the power of the digital age e.g. use of the internet 

By understanding the advantages and limitations of ICT 

By using the internet as a gateway to big life issues 
	By exploring the moral issues surrounding the use of data 

By considering the benefits and potential dangers of the internet – eg campaigns for charities and injustice as a force for good and Cyber bullying as a danger 

By considering the vision of those involved in developing the web
	By links through digital media services with other schools and communities 

By highlighting ways to stay safe when using on line services and social media through a Puppet Pals video competion

By being prepared to work with technology to forge new relationships 

By discussing the impact of ICT on the ways people communicate
	By exploring human achievements and creativity in relation to worldwide communications 

By developing a sense of awe and wonder at human ingenuity

	PE
	By delighting in movement, particularly when pupils are able to show spontaneity 

By taking part in activities such as dance, games and gymnastics which help pupils to become more focused, connected and creative. 

By being aware of one’s own strengths and limitations
	By discussing fair play and the value of team work. 

By developing qualities of selfdiscipline, commitment and perseverance 

By developing positive sporting behaviour
	By developing a sense of belonging and self esteem through team work 

By developing a sense of community identity through taking part in inter school events
	By learning about the history of sport, and where they originate from 

By making links with national and global sporting events such as the World Cup and the Olympics 

By exploring rituals surrounding sporting activities




British Values in the Curriculum 

Children learn about what it means to be part of Britain and how to uphold British values through our broad and creative curriculum. Some examples are: 

RE 
Through the RE curriculum, the children explore ‘big questions’ such as, What does it mean to be a Catholic in Britain today? The RE curriculum encourages children to reflect on the beliefs and values of different religions and appreciate how a community full of different religions can work together. Through this, children develop and acceptance that people having different faiths or beliefs to oneself (or having none) should be accepted, tolerated and celebrated. 

Geography 
Through the Geography curriculum, children learn about Britain as part of the United Kingdom (identifying its position in the world and exploring its natural and man-made features). They also learn about their local environment through localised studies of the school grounds and the local community. 

History 
Though out a children’s school life, they will develop an understanding of British history. Children learn about the people, events, troubles and successes that have shaped the country (e.g. Winston Churchill, Norman invasions, WW2, the great fire of London). The study of British history, as well as the history of other countries enables children to understand the value of individual liberty, mutual respect and democracy.
Links with the wider community
Visitors are welcomed into school.
Links with the Church are fostered through links with the local churches and the Diocesan Board of Education.
The development of a strong home-school link is regarded as very important, enabling parents and teachers to work in an effective partnership to support the pupil. 
Pupils will be taught to appreciate their local environment and to develop a sense of responsibility to it.

Trips are an important part of learning at St Ignatius Catholic Primary School, which enrich children’s learning by providing real life experiences as well as developing their understanding of British Values. The St Ignatius trips that children take part in include: Year 5 residential trip to Pendarren, regular visits to places of worship and regular trips to museums. As a school, we also welcome visitors, from authors to sports men and members of the local community. We invite parents in to talk to children and share their religious beliefs and practise or life experiences. All of these experiences develop children’s tolerance and understanding of different beliefs and ways of life.
School Council 

We ensure all pupils within the school have a voice that is listened to, and demonstrate how democracy works by actively promoting democratic processes such as a school council, whose members are voted for by pupils. We also use opportunities such as the general or local election to hold mock elections to promote fundamental British values and provide pupils with the opportunity to learn how to argue and defend their points of view. 

Chaplaincy, Buddies and sports leader

Our chaplaincy team, buddies and sports leader’s champion British values throughout the school. These children are excellent role models to all other children within the school as they constantly demonstrate British values as well as our core values whilst carrying out their duties. E.g. leading sports activities during lunch time, supporting children to form friendship groups and resolve playground disagreements in a positive way, showing visitors around the school, sharing a vision and ethos.

Monitoring and Evaluation
Provision for SMSC is monitored and reviewed on a regular basis. 
This is achieved by:
· Curriculum Coordinators identify aspects within their subjects to be included in teacher planning. Coordinators monitor teacher plans and their evaluations and assessments.
· Coordinators will monitor resource provision, identifying shortfalls.
· The Head Teacher shall have oversight of this policy and monitor the provision of SMSC.
