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2026: L Walsh – St Johns CE 
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“The Father of Blackpool” 
 

Purchased the Lane Ends estate in 
1819 and built the first holiday 

cottages in Blackpool. 

(Grandson of Henry Banks) 
 

First mayor of Blackpool. 
 

Considered the most influential 
man in transforming Blackpool 

from a small coastal hamlet into a 
thriving Victorian resort. 

 
Businessman, mayor and 

community leader best known for 
helping create Blackpool Tower 
after being inspired by the Eiffel 

Tower in Paris. building of 
Blackpool Tower. 
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