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 This term our Christian Value is Peace. The Hebrew term for peace, ‘shalom’, has a deep and complex meaning, encompassing much more than simply the absence of hostility or war. Shalom includes ideas of healing and health, wholeness and well-being. It means harmony, stability and security within a community. It refers to relationships based on truth and righteousness, where people flourish because they are nurtured. In school, we will look at this value in these different ways. We will think about peace that comes when it is quiet, the things that make for peace of mind and the qualities of a peacemaker.
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• Inner peace – it is important for children to learn how to calm themselves down in any range of situation, to cope with a range of anxieties and fears, to enjoy silence, becoming more reflective, and cultivating a contented spirit i.e. at one with yourself. 
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• Peace between each other – we will focus on friendships and being at peace between each other in school. Making and keeping friends, sorting out arguments, making compromises, letting go of hostile feelings, building bridges, learning how to listen to each      other.
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 • Peace in the community – looking outwards into the community, respecting differences, listening and talking with those who hold opposite views to you, honouring each other, and finding common ground. We need to listen to differing viewpoints and learn respect for each other. 
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• Peace in the world – explore the wider global aspects such as ending wars, working for peace and peacekeeping, talking not fighting. 
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• Peace with God – last but not least, we need to learn and be taught about forgiveness, a new start, being reconciled to God; Christians believe that this is where it all must start for true peace to be found both inside ourselves and between each other. 
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During this term, we take part in the Samaritan’s Purse ‘Operation Christmas Child’ campaign. The school community work collaboratively to pack shoeboxes for children in need around the world. The shoeboxes include small toys, soap, hairbrushes, socks, hats etc. This is an opportunity to promote peace by nurturing the health and wellbeing of those less fortunate than ourselves. 

In these confusing and difficult times, Jesus promised that when we are afraid, we should feel a peace that comes from knowing that he is always with us.

With warmest wishes

N Galloway

Matthew 5:9: 'God blesses those who make peace. They will be called his children.'
