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Our first topic is all about Jesus, where we will explore Bible stories that will reveal Jesus’ power and divine nature. We will discuss how and why Jesus was so special. 
We will then move on to learn about Easter and how this is an important time in our calendar. We will look at the miracles of nature and new life during springtime.  The children will listen to the Easter story and use role play to show their understanding. 
We will then look at the transformation of plants and animals and the Easter story in order to develop an understanding of the resurrection. 

English
We will be using the stories Beegu and Dogger. The children will identify characters in the story and talk about their thoughts and feelings. They will be required to hold a sentence in their head and check and edit each sentence. We are consolidating our knowledge of sentence formation and structure. This will result in the children retelling part of the story and writing a recount. 
Phonics will be taught daily and weaved into every lesson. Handwriting will be practiced daily and remains to be an important part of every lesson. 


Maths
This term we will be focusing on reading, writing and counting numbers to 20 and beyond. The children will be learning to use a number line to count both forwards and backwards from a given number. We will be finding number bonds to 20 and learning how to double. Each week, we will be using a variety of resources to solve problems and challenge our mathematical thinking using addition and subtraction. We will then move on to numbers up to 50 and partition into tens and ones. The children will then learn about length, height, mass and volume. 


			

						

Phonics/Spellings 
Children will have daily phonics sessions where we will revise previously learnt sounds and learn new sounds to further our reading and writing. Children will learn new spelling rules each week along with tricky words and they will be expected to transfer these when reading and writing independently.  
ICT 
Children will the opportunity to develop their mouse, keyboard and basic computing skills using creative tools. They will use the 2DIY tools to paint, create jigsaws and make simple drag and drop games. They will then move onto a coding topic which introduces children to using the block coding tool, 2Code. By the end of this unit, children will be able to make a simple program.
PE
The children will take part in PE on Tuesdays and Thursdays. They will need to bring PE kits in on a Tuesday and these will come home to be washed on a Thursday. Our topics this term are dance and the fundamental movement skill of kicking. After half term, the children will complete a gymnastics topic and build on their underarm throw.


	
	Ideas to help your child at home

Please continue to check our school website for up to date events, dates and newsletters. 

Blue reading bags need to be brought in on Tuesdays and Thursdays so books can be changed. Please listen to your child read for at least 10 minutes each day and add any comments you have in the reading records. Reading is how you can help your child the most by developing their phonics, writing and broadening their interests.

The Year 1 class webpage has lots of ideas and activities to further support your child at home and photos of all the fun, learning and adventures we get up to! I put weekly spellings on the website so that you can practice these at home. These are matched to the phonics sounds that week. 

I would like to take this opportunity to remind you that earrings are not allowed during school time and any hair bobbles or head bands must fit with our school colours and not be too large or fancy. 

If you can help with any aspect of our exciting curriculum then please let me know! 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact your class teacher – Mrs Grimshaw! 











Adventurous Afternoons 

Our topic the first half term is based around our text Beegu.

In History we will be learning about significant people from the past. We will focus on people who were and are famous in our local area. In DT we will be designing and making a pencil pot. In Science, we are learning about everyday materials. We will distinguish between an object and the material in which it is made. We will compare and group together a variety of everyday materials on the basis of their simple physical properties.

After half term our learning will be based on the text Dogger.

In History we will be looking at toys from the past. We will look at the similarities and differences between the toys our grandparents, parents and what we play with now. In D.T we will be designing and making puppets from a variety of materials. 

Our class charity is Bleakholt Animal Sanctuary and we will be planning some fundraising events to help this local charity. If you have any links, ideas or want to get involved with this please let me know. Thank you for your kind donations before Christmas.
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