
Tuesday 25 November- St John’s Christmas Market, 6-8pm. Join us for what promises 
to be a wonderfully festive evening with a wide selection of stallholders selling unique gifts 
and sweet treats. Whether doing a spot of Christmas shopping, or treating yourself, come 
along and pay us a visit. Admission can be paid on the door, £2 adults/ £1 concessions. 
Wednesday 26 November- Our A Level and GCSE Drama students are attending a 
performance of Fiddler on the Roof at Sunderland Empire, leaving school at 6pm.
Friday 28 November- Disaggregated Inset Day. A reminder that school will be closed to all 
students. 
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We believe every student deserves the tools 
and opportunities to shape their future with 

confidence. Our comprehensive careers 
programme is designed to inspire, inform, and 

guide students as they take their next steps 
toward success. Careers education is 

embedded in our pastoral programme, 
ensuring every student receives guidance 

throughout their school journey. Our in-house 
Careers Advisor works one-to-one with 
students, helping them make informed 

decisions and plan for success, whether that’s 
university, apprenticeships, or entering the 
workforce. From guest speakers and career 

workshops to university visits and our Year 10 
Work Experience programme, we’re 

committed to helping every student find their 
path and achieve their aspirations. Last week 

alone saw three career-focused trips which 
gave our students the opportunity to explore 

their next steps and get a taste for life beyond 
school in areas such as Performing Arts and 
STEM. We also have our dedicated Careers 
Day to look forward to in January, a full day 

focused on future planning, featuring 
workshops and interactive sessions to spark 

ambition and broaden horizons.

Spotlight on…Careers

Academic Excellence

From over 70 entries from 
students across the school, we 
are delighted to reveal the 
winner and runners up of this 
year’s House Christmas Card 
Competition. A huge well done 
to Zea from Year 10 whose 
stunning nativity scene was 
chosen by Ms Byron as our 
winner. She will have her 
design made into our official Christmas card for this year and 
will also receive an Amazon voucher and lots of House points! 
Ali and Joni, both from Year 8, were chosen as our runners up 
with their beautiful designs and will also receive Amazon 
vouchers and House points. We were so impressed with all of 
the amazing entries that we also chose a ‘Highly 
Commended’ category who will all also receive a reward. 

Just before half term a small group of Year 10 students visited Corehaus in Murton as 
part of their research for their Teen Tech Awards project. We were fortunate to be able 
to speak to employers and employees from both Corehaus and Low Carbon Materials 
and find out about the innovative materials and methods they are using to combat 
the environmental issues around using traditional materials like concrete. We had a 
tour of the Corehaus facilities and saw how the modular homes, that are currently 
being made to be assembled in Spennymoor, are built. We are looking forward to 
the next step in our project, making our own low carbon building materials. 

giving them a flavour of life as a Performing Arts student in Higher Education. Drama students enjoyed a script 
to screenday, writing their own scripts before bringing them to life on camera. Music students spent their day 
recording dialogue and foley sounds, as well as composing and performing an underscore, as they explored the 
relationship between sound and film. A university experience day would not be complete without a campus tour 
and lunch at the Student Union. A fun and inspiring day for all!

On Tuesday, 30 of our Year 9 students attended a Creative 
Careers Carousel at Ushaw Historic House, focused on careers 
in the creative industries. Students got the chance to speak to 
industry professionals in a wide range of creative sectors and 
took part in activities in areas such as music, collection 
management, marketing and green screen technology. It was 
a wonderful afternoon which left our students feeling inspired 
by the potential careers in the creative industry and excited to 
make their GCSE option choices later this year.

On Wednesday, our GCSE and A-Level Music and Drama 
students enjoyed a series of workshops at Teesside University, 



❏ Thursday 4 December-  Year 11 Progress Eve
❏ Wednesday 10 December- Parishioner 

Christmas Lunch- 
❏ Thursday 11 December- Year 10 Progress Eve
❏ Monday 15 December- Christmas 

Celebration (tickets on sale this week)
❏ Thursday 18 December- Student Christmas 

Lunch
❏ Friday 19 December- Break up for Christmas

          2026
❏ Monday 5 January- Return to school
❏ Tuesday 13 January- Year 9 Options Evening
❏ Tuesday 20 January- Whole School Careers 

Day
❏ Thursday 29 January- Sixth Form Progress 

Eve
❏ Thursday 5 February- Year 9 Progress Eve
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ClassCharts 
Year 7 Top 
Achievers
Sienna C 7N

Katherine J 7J
Constance A 7R

Naomi D 7A
Athena A 7J

Year 8 Top 
Achievers
Rosie S 8O

Carollena A 8O
Kai D 8A

Finley H 8O
Beau W 8O

Year 9 Top 
Achievers

Lily S 9N
Neave W 9Y
Beaux A 9M
Emme R 9Y
Chloe M 9J

Year 10 Top 
Achievers 
Trevor B 10J
Elise G 10O
Iris C 10K

Miylee A 10Y
Grace M 10J

Year 11 Top 
Achievers 
Grace I 11H
Molly M 11O

Joshua W 11M
Harry B 11Y
Chloe C 11A

I Heard a Whisper… of thanks and 
we’re passing it on! Congratulations 
to the staff recognised this week for 
their kindness and dedication: Miss 

Heads (Assistant Head of Year 7/ 
LRC Manager), Mr Harwood (Maths), 

Miss Urwin (RE), Mrs Widdowson 
and Mrs McGowan (PE), Emma 
Ramsey (Chaplain) and Danielle 

Dowson (Admin- Exams). We hope 
they enjoyed their well deserved 

sweet treat. Thank you to everyone 
who has submitted nominations via 

our dedicated email address. We 
encourage parents and carers, 

students and staff to continue to 
send their nominations to us to 

celebrate the wonderful work of our 
staff.
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Artist of the Week

Maddison Cheetham, 11Hiheardawhisper@stjohns.bhcet.org.uk

I Heard a Whisper…

mailto:nrose@stjohns.bhcet.org.uk

